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PREFACE 


Lives of grcat mcn all remind us 
We can make our lives sublime 
And, departing, lcave behind us 
Footprints on the sands of time 

This verse from Longfel!ow’s poein A Psatm of Life is a 
fitting introduction to this book, which deals with the lives of 
famous men and women. 

The reader has here at his fingertips a compact biographical 
encydopedia. The skctches, though neccssarily brief, give tlie 
htgh spots in each persoivs carcer, as tvell as lesser events and 
facts which emphasize the personal charactcristics of these men 
and women. The biographics are arranged in chronological 
order. All periods contributo interesting figures; the grcat men 
and women of American history are fully represented; and the 
book concludcs with leaders in many fields in recent times 
right up to our o\vn day. 

The author wishes to express his apprcciation to those who 
have worked with him in the preparation of this book; to men- 
tion especially the very large share of research, compilation, 
and writing of the biographies by his wife, Dorothy Ralston 
bewell; and to give sincere thanks to Ruth L. Benjamin and to 
' ward G. Schneider, cach of whom preparcd a group of the 
biographies. The writing of the skctches has proved a most 
absorbing and stimulating experiencc; and it is our hope that 
the reader will find the same fascination that we have found 
m these brief biographies of famous mcn and women. 


W. STUART SEWELL 
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HOMER 


Although Homer, the cpic poct of Greeco, is ono of the most 
famous names in ail of iiteraturc, I ittio is known about the 
man; it is not even ccrtain whether hc was onc man or a group 
of inen. Traditional but unauthentic accoums of Horner s Iifc 
describe him as blind, poor, and old, wandering from city to 
City. That conccption of the poet is romantic but unfoundcd in 
history. Estimatcs on the time of liis birtli vary from G8> b.c. 
to 1159 b.c. Many Greek cities claim to bc Homcr s birthplace, 
but none can advance concrete proof. Ncverthcless, it is knoun 
that the Homeric poems exerted tremendous intluence ovei 
Greek education, Iiteraturc and culture. They were regarded as 
a basis of morality, a sourcc-book of knowledge, a tcxtbook 
for oratory and a standard of literary criticism. 

The chief works of Homer, which occupy a high place in the 
world’s literature, are the Iliad and the. Odysscy. Both poems 
are absorbing adventure tales and give an insight into the 
character of the men and women of Greece of that day. even 
if they fail to furnish any biographical data on Homer himself. 
The Iliad tclls the story of the few wecks’ action in the siege 
of Troy (Ilium) by the Grceks. Achilles, chcated by liis chief 
of a captiye girl as one of the prizes of war, refuses to fight and 
sulks in his tent. The warrior becomes aroused, however, when 
liis bosom fríend is slain by the Trojans';, then he enters the 
battle and in revenge kills the Trojan princc Hector. VVithin 
this story the complete history of the nine years of war that 
preceded the episode is recalled. 

The Odyssey relates the adventures of Ulysses (Odysseus), 
one of the Greek warriors, during the ten years of his wander¬ 
ing after setting out from Troy to his home in Greece. It 
concludes the story of the seige of Troy and the capture of the 



city by one of the rnost famous ruses in history. The Greeks 
built a huge wooden horse, secrctly filled it with soldiers, and 
then ostensibly sailed away, lcaving the horse before the gates 
of Troy. When the Trojans took the horse into the city, the 
fali of Troy ensued. 


SAPPHO 

Until comparativcly reccnt times the work of Sappho, the 
greatest poctcss of Grcece, survived only in quotations by 
ancient authors, but within the last fifty ycars, fragments of 
papyrus rolls and vcllum códices containing authentic texts of 
Sappho’s lyrics havc been discovcred. The chicf themes are 
lovc and the bcauty of naturc. The extraordinarily moving 
cfTcct of the poems is derived from the combination of ex¬ 
treme emotion and complete simplicity of Ianguagc. 

In spite of her fame, few details of Sappho’s history are ccr- 
tain. Shc was a native of Mytilenc in Lcsbos, probably carne 
from an aristocratic family, and was born about 600 b.c. She 
was exiled from Mytilenc, along with othcr aristocrats when 
a dcmocratic uprising took place, and may havc gonc to 
Sicily. She practiced and taught her art in a school of maidens 
to whom she was passionatcly devoted; shc wrote an ode for 
cach maiden when the maiden departed to bc married. Noth- 
ing is known about her death. The legend that she threw her- 
sclf from the Leucadian rock, a high cliff now known as 
Sappho’s Lcap, because of her unrequited love for the boatman 
Phaon, is cntirely unsupported. 


CONFUCIUS 

Confucius was the author of many of the pithy proverbs on 
morality and ethics that have become copy-book maxirns for 
all the world. One of them is the Golden Rule: “VVhat you do 
not like when done to yourself, do not do to others.” And 
beyond these verbal gems, the Chinesc characteristics of 
2 



graciousness, tact, and scrupulous obscrvance of rulcs o£ eti- 
quette remain tcstimony to thc influence of thc Chincsc philos- 
opher Confucius, who was a grcat and gcntlcmanly tcachcr. 
His clan namc was K’ung. In his native land he is known by 
the namc of K/ung Fu-tzc (of which Confucius is a Latin 
approximation), mcaning “the philosophcr or master K’ung.” 
Hc was born in 551 b.c., in the State of Lu, which is now part 
of thc provincc of Shantung. He was of honorcd anccstry and 
ablc to acquire a good education dcspite povcrty in his early 
youth. At the age of fiftecn he had set his mind on bccoming 
leamed. When he was nineteen ycars old hc marricd and 
assumed a modest public ofhce. In his twcnty-sccond ycar hc 
conceived an idea for a school at which young men miglit bc 
instructed in the principies of right thinking and go\’crnmcnt. 
Within a short time he rcalized his plan. Success, but not 
monctary rcward, attcndcd his efforts. At one time during his 
life about 3,000 students, including influcntial statesmcn and 
scholars, wcre rcgistcrcd in his school. 

When hc was fifty-two, Confucius was appointed magistratc 
of thc city of Chung-tu. He was succcssful in that function 
and was subscquently madc minister of crime in thc State of 
Lu. Rcports tell of a sudden decrease in crime and a wondcr- 
ful reformation among the people and say that Confucius was 
the idol of thc people.” Political intrigue, howcvcr, brought 
about a situation which caused him to quit his officc in a few 
ycars. Hc thcn began a pcriod of wandering throughout thc 
Chincse kingdom. Thirtccn ycars Iatcr hc rcturncd and was 
offered a political position, but he rcfused. 

Confucius believcd that the ancicnt Chincsc moral code was 
the foundation of all social and political virtuc. He taught that 
thc relationship bctwecn rulcr and subjcct, as that betwecn 
fathcr and son, should be bascd on the principal of bencvolcnt, 
righteous rulc, and sinccre, righteous submission. Hc long 
hoped that undcr his guidance one of China’s rulcrs might tcst 
his tcachings by applying thcm. Finally in dcspair as his hopcs 
rcmained ungratificd, he wclcomcd death when it carne to 
him, saying: “No intelligcnt rulcr arises to take mc as his 
master. My time has come to die.” He dicd in 478 b.c. 

3 



PERICLES 


1 he name of Periclcs and the phrase ‘ the goldcn age of 
Athens" occur often togethcr. For more than thirty years the 
statcsman Periclcs was the most importam man in Athens, 
where hc was bom about 40;, b.c. During his life Greek art 
and intellcctual acüvity were at their peak. He received his 
training from outstanding tcachcrs of the age, In 469 he 
entercd upon his carccr as a statesmun. Until his time public 
oftices had been held only by the most influential cilizcns. He 
brought about a complete democratization of the State and was 
Champion of the peoples rights in opposition to his old 
personal friend, Cimon, who was leadcr of the aristocratic 
partv. Among the changes Periclcs institutcd were the enact- 
meiU' that citizens servi ng as soldiers, jurymen, or magistrates 
should receive salaries and that the public treasury should pay 
theater admission for those who could not afford it. Under his 
influence evcn the highest ofliccs were made accessible to all. 
The aim of his foreign policy was to make Athens supreme in 
Greece, and whcn he failed to establish her absolute military 
supremacy, hc turncd to the consolidation of her naval power. 
But it was his artistic achievcmcnts that were Periclcs’ greatest 
triumphs. Among the many public buildings erected under his 
leadership on the Acropolis was the Parthcnon, the decoration 
of which was the masterly work of the sculptor, Phidias. Athens 
becamc the most beautiful city in the world. 

The last years of Periclcs' life were tcmpestuous. The 
Peloponncsian War, involving Athens and Sparta, kept him 
busy with military affairs. while various troublcs hampercd 
him in Athens. Of his two bcst fricnds, Phidias was prosecutcd 
on two charges and arrcsted. and Anaxagoras, a noted philoso- 
phcr, lcft Athens after being threatened because of his atheist 
views. Thcre was also a scandalous charge against Aspasia, the 
mistress of Periclcs, which troublcd him deeply. The people 
saw their lands being overrun by the enemy, and a plague 
broke out. AU this caused him to become so unpopular that 
he was deposed for a time, but he was soon reinstated with 
more power than before. The plague, however, had left its 
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mark on him ? and he died in the autumn of 429. He was an 
able orator and military leader and" the central figure of a 
group composed of such distinguished personalities as the 
dramatists and poets, Aeschylus, Sophocles, and Euripides, the 
philosopher Sócrates, and many others. 


DEMOSTHENES 

Demosthcnes, characterized as the greatest orator of the 
ancient world, was born about 383 b.c. in Attica. He dccided 
early to devote himself to a public career, and entered public 
affairs when he was about twcnty-íivc. The first part of his 
life was devoted to attempting to persuade his countrymcn 
to unite and resist the encroachments of Philip, the king of 
Macedon. In this he was unsuccessful, and Philip eventually 
overcame the Athenians, whom he treated with the greatest 
consideration. Demosthcnes pronouneed the funeral oration 
over those killed in battle. His specches against Philip arc 
called Philip pies. 

For his Services before and after the crisis it was proposed 
that a golden crown be awarded to Demosthcnes, but a former 
actor and clerk of the Assembly, Aeschincs, attackcd the sug- 
gestion. In defending himself, Demosthenes delivered his 
oration On the Crown , proclaimed almost unanimously by 
critics as the most pcrfect piece of oratory of ancicnt times. 
In 322 Demosthcnes was forced to fiee from Athens, where 
the power of Maccdonia, now hostile to him, still prevailed. 
His death, which occurred before his pursuers found him, was 
believed to have been caused by self-administered poison. 


SÓCRATES 

Although the Greek philosopher-teacher Sócrates left no 
writings, he is considered one of the world’s greatest thinkcrs. 
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The writings of Plato have been the chicf vchicle through 
which Sócrates influcnce has been brought to the modem 
world. The Greek historian Xenophon also wrote 'extcnsively 
about Sócrates and his work. 

Born in Athens about 469 b.c., Sócrates, in his carly lifc, 
followcd the profession of his father, a sculptor. Sócrates was 
homcly; and his complete disdain of wealth and comfort ex- 
asperated his wife, Xanthippe. He was brave in battle and 
endured hardship without flinching. A man of principie, Soc- 
íates on at least two occasions risked death rather thnn per- 
form deeds hc thnught wrong. 

Although hc accepted the traditional deities, Sócrates be- 
lievcd in one su preme rulcr of the uni verse. He thought it his 
divincly appointed mission to test the reputed wisdom of the 
great and the accepted opinions of the average man. He is 
credite d with originating the scicntific definition and formal 
induetive reasoning as aids in thought. The basis of his ethics 
is the principie that all vice is ignorancc and that no one is 
wi lfully bad. 

Sócrates mude inany enemies. Conscrvatives were alanncd 
when his tcaching of the young aristocrats spvead skopticism 
of contemporary practiccs and fornis of social thinking and 
organization. and inspircd attcmpts to modify accepted gov- 
ernmcnt policies by lcgislation. Othcrs fearcd the phüosopher 
because he questioned traditional morality and proposed to 
substituto reason for custom. Aristopbanes expressed his 
hostility toward Sócrates in The Cloudi. 

In 399 b.c. Sócrates was charged with godlessncss and cor- 
ruption of the youth of Athens. Convicted. hc hacl the oppor- 
tuntty of seeking safety in escape, an alternativo sanctioned by 
all but the very Ictter of the law in thosc times. But he refused 
to flee, and drank the cup of poison hemlock. the prescribed 
method of cxecution. 

In many of the “Dialogues” of Plato, Sócrates is the chief 
character. The account of Sócrates’ trial, defense and death 
is given magnificently in the Phncdo and the Apology. 
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PLATO 


“K TH j " amC Pla ‘°’ dcrived from a Grcek word meanimr 
Droad was g.ven to the Grcek philosophcr probablv bc- 
cau se of his broad shoulders. Plato, tvho.se original name was 
Aristocles, was bom m Athens in 427 b.c., and tradition savs 
te dicd on his birthday anniversary eigluv ycars later His 
tamdy 'Vas ono of thc most important in Athens. and througlt 
hts rnothers relatives he bccame acquainted with thc phi- 
osopher Sócrates, whose influcnce on Plato’s life was decisive 
and whose tcachings have come down to the prescnt mostlv 
through Plato. In his youth Plato made a mark in athletics. 
Before he was twenty he ivrote dramatic and lyric verse, ivhich 
accordmg to one account he torc up aftcr he came under the 
guidance of Sócrates. His carly ambition was to enter politics 
' t he becamc convmced that no man of conscience could find 

P . aC ® , ln that field so lon S as it was controlled by a mob of 
unthinkmg men. 

Aftcr the death of Sócrates, Plato was reportcd to have 
tiayeled extcnsivcly. His own statcment was that he visited 

1,1 a . nd Z' C ‘! y ’ whcrc hc " as sl,ocfc ed by thc gross sensuality 
the life hc found. In Sicily, however, he bccame a friend of 
í °n. whose brother-in-law, Dionysius I, was the ruler of 
yracuse. In his later life Plato intervened in Syracusan 

satisfa C r, aS OÍ Dionysius n > hm results were not 

3S3KS**-«* - — —- 

About 387 Plato founded his -Acadcn.y,- ove, which he 
pres ded unt.l hts death. Although .0 the modern world he is 

nm P h 0 bl’ nt rh S r an | ,nC ! mparably grcat P«>»osophicaI writcr, 

pursuft of nVI h a Ca eniy> dcvotcd to the systernatic 
pursun of phdosophy and scentific research, was more im- 

Academ í° “f " TÍtín S- The most notable of the 

Academys students was the philosophcr Aristotle 

Plato’s writings are divided into fifty-six books, and al.nost 
all of hts Works are wmten in dialogue form, with several 
aracters participatmg. This fact presents a difficulty in 
studymg hts own phdosophy, because it is a question of doubi 
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which of his dratíiatis pcrsonae should be accepted as the 
spokesman for Plato’s own ideas. Among the most important 
of thesc “Dialogues” are the Sympostum (on love); the 
Phacdo (giving Sócrates’ tcachings on the immortality of the 
soul); the Republic (on the ideal State), the first of all Utopian 
books; the Theactctus (on the Nature of Knowledge), and 
the Timacas (on the Nature of the Physical World). 


ARISTOTLE 

One of the greatest single contributors to the enlightment of 
the world, the Grcck philosophcr Aristotlc collected, added to, 
and organized into a Science, what was probably the sum total 
of the knowledge of his day. He was born at Stagira, Macedon, 
in the year 383 b.c., the son of a physician at the court of King 
Amyntas whosc grandson was Alexandcr the Grcat. He was 
orphaned at an early age, and therc are indications that he was 
a wild and rcckless youth. At sevcntccn, however, he entered 
the Acadcmy of Plato and becamc its most distinguished 
student. 

After the death of Plato in 347 b.c., Aristotlc went to 
Atarncus, ono of the Grcck city-statcs of Asia Minor, where he 
marricd the sister of its rulcr, Hcrmeias. Thrce years later, 
after a short sojourn on the island of Lcsbos, he received an 
invitation from Philip of Maccdon to bccomc the tcachcr of 
his son, who was to bccomc known as Alexandcr the Grcat. 
Thcreaftcr, until Alexandcr departed on his Asiatic expedition 
of conquest, in 334, Aristotlc continucd to live with the youth- 
ful monarch as a friend and counselor. Subscqucntly, it is told, 
wherever Alexandcr travclcd he would send back specimens 
of native fauna and flora, to furthcr his tcacher’s study and 
rcscarch. It was in this manner that Aristotlc was able to 
establish what was probably the world’s first zoological garden. 

In Athens, in 332, Aristotle opened a school known as the 
“Lyceum, and bccause of his practice of walking about while 
tcaching it becamc known as “Pcripatctic.” Dcspite the hos- 
tility of Athenians toward Maccdon, by whom thcy had bccn 
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subjugated, the school attractcd many students and became a 
center of research in biology, history and the Science of gov- 
ernment. In his teaching and writing, there « as not onc subject 
discussed m his day tliat Aristotle did not toucli upon and 
clarify. His chief works are: the Organon; the Politics; the 
Nicomachean Ethics; the Art of Poetry; the Logic; the History 
of Animais; and Concerning the Sky. In 323 the death of 
Alexander emboldened the Athenians to display openly their 
resentment against all things Macedonian, and Aristotle fac- 
mg tnal for impiety and sedition, chose exile from Athens 
rather than the death penalty he thought inevitable. Arriving 
at Chalcts, in Euboea, he fell ill. The next vear 1322 b c ) he 
dted. With him the greatest period of Greek civilization càme 
to an end. 


ALEXANDER THE GREAT 

Conqueror of the whole of the civilized world that was 
known to him and to his contemporaries, Alexander the Great 
may well be called the father of cmpire. His father, Philip, bv 
war and diplomacy had raised Macedon to a position of 
teadershtp among the Greek States. Alexander proceeded to 
Hellcmze the world. 

Alexander the Great was bom in 356 b.c. at Pella, the Mace- 

tutò^h;n aP f lt A - Fr °, m h ‘ S twelfth y ear he studied under the 
wiib d , Anstotle - At ^ of sixteen, he was entrusted 
Í R g T C hÍS Countr >- " hilc his father marched 
dfréd r? When he Was twent Vi his father ivas n.ur- 
dered, and he, after sweeping several rival claimants out of his 

° f the thr ° nC and the P °" erf ‘" 

ín 334, after strengthening his position at home, he crossed 
ver xnto Asia Mmor where he succeeded in freeing the Greek 
cures of Ioma from Persian rule. Thenee he proceeded through 
yria and Phoemcia, into Egypt, where, in 332, he founded 
Alexandria which was to become the seat of Greek culture for 
the next 150 years. He then led his forces through Pérsia, 
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destroying thc ariny of Darius, thc Pcrsian rulcr, and pcne- 
tratcd into that part of índia that is now known as Punjab. 
Thcrc his soldicrs rebelled, refusing to march farther to thc 
East. Alcxandcr gavc in, and thc march home was begun. 

Alcxandcr had brought thc East and thc West into contact. 
Aiming at thc fusion of Grcck and Oriental culturc by inter- 
marriage and exchangc of customs, hc had set áh example by 
marrying a Pcrsian prineess. Ncvcrtheless hc had seen to it 
that wherever hc conqucrcd, Grcck bccamc the language of 
govcmmcnt. His conquests marked thc bcginning of rule by 
ci n pires. 

On his homcward trek, Alcxandcr got as far as Babylon 
whcn hc fcll ill. Awarc that death was immincnt, hc had his 
soldicrs, one by onc, pass by his bed while hc bid them farc- 
wcll. On Junc 13. 323 hc died. 


HANNIBAL 

Hannibal, lhe great Carthaginian general, who was born in 
247 b.c., has bccn charactcrizcd as onc of thc noblest as wcll 
as onc of thc most unfortunatc men of antiquity. Hc was takcn 
to Spain at thc age of nine by his fathcr, Hamilear Barca, who 
sworc his son to eternal hatrcd of thc Romans and cducatcd 
him in thc arts of war. Whcn liis father died, Hannibal, thcn 
about twenty-fivc, bccamc commandcr of thc army and of thc 
provincc of Spain. He was worshipped by his troops, who 
always found him fair, yct hc bcars thc responsibility of having 
started in 210 b . c . onc of the mo.st tcrriblc wars in ancicnt his- 
tory. thc Sccond Punic War. His objcct thcn, as throughout his 
entire lifc, was the revenge of Garthagc against Rome, a goal 
which was doomed to failurc. 

The fir.st part of thc war rcsultcd in three decisivc victorics 
for Hannibal; but thc Romans evcntnally began to scc throngh 
his strategy of exploiting thc fighting spirit in pitchcd battlc. 
1 hcy initiatcd a war of attrition which ultimatcly brought 
them victory, although it was thc ycar 203 before Hannibal 
withdrcw his forces from Italy to go to the assistancc of his 
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own country. According to historians, most of whom regard 
Hannibal as one of the greatest strategists of all time, the sur- 
prising thing is that Hannibal was successful in remaining in 
Italy as long as he did. 

In 202 B.c. he advised his countrymen to make peace tvith 
the Romans, and Carthage surrendered. He was subsequcntly 
accused by the Romans of conspiring against the peace and was 
forccd to flee to Syria. When that country also was con- 
quercd by the Romans, one of the terms imposed was the sur- 
t-ender of Hannibal. Again he escapcd, this time to the court 
ot Prusias, king of Bithynia, one of the few remaining despots 
not under Roman rule. In the course of evcnts, in 183 Prusias 
etrayed Hannibal. When Hannibal found his house sur- 
rounded by soldiers, he committed suicide by taking poison he 
had long kept in a ring. 

Th most notablè phasc of HannibaPs pcrsonality was his 
müjtary genius. He has been accused of cruelty by some, while 
others maintain he was no more barbaric than the war stand- 
ards of the time allowed. Chargcs of avaricc can be cxplained 
by his constam need for resources. He was a cultured, moral 
man, acquainted with several languages and ablc to speak 
and write Greek. He is reported to liave been married to a 
opanish woman by whom there were apparcntly no childrcn. 


JULIUS CAESAR 

Statesman and military leader of ancient Rome, Cacsar has 
made his name a synonym for absolute autocracy. Yct he won 

teZZIy PreSUgC ° n the basis of his championship of 

“fapatrician family in .00 b.c., Caius Julius Cacsar 
was afforded an education suitcd to his rank. Married at the 

leader ofTeT C ° rncIia ’, the of Lucius Cinna, 

toder of the Popular party, he angered the oligarch, Sulla, 

who demanded that the young man divorce his bride. Cacsar 
refused and fled. Only after Sulla’s death in 78 b.c. was he 
able to return to Rome. 



Cacsar’s public lifc bcgan in 74 b.c. whcn hc was clccted to 
his first public ofíice. In 67 b.c. hc clivorccd Cornelia after 
all, bccause thcre was gossip about her, and inarricd Pompcia, 
a rclative of Pompcy, tlicn onc of thc dcmocratic champions. 
By tact and wisdom hc brought togcthcr thc contcnding fac- 
tions of Pompcy and Crassus, and with them in Go b.c. formcd 
thc first triumvirate to rulc Ronic. Dividing thc cm pire among 
them, Pompcy obtaincd thc rulc of tlie central and Southern 
portion, including all of Italy; Cacsar, thc western part, in> 
clucling Gani; Crassus, thc castern sphcre, including Pcrsia 
"herc ultimatcly hc was killed. 

In Gaul, Cacsar by force of arnis doublcd thc territory 
under Roman rulc. It is his account of this campaign, callcd 
his Commcntarics, that every schoolboy who studies Latin 
rcads. I Ic even won thc submission of thc inaiii tribes of 
Britain. But Pompcy, growing jcalous of Caesar's incrcasing 
popularity, tnovcd thc Senate to order Cacsar to disband his 
army. Instead of complying, Cacsar led his army on to Rome 
as Pompcy Hed, Icaving him thc sole ruler of Rome. A ycar 
latcr hc dcstroycd thc forces that Pompcy had organized, on 
thc plains of Thcssaly. IIc continucd his campaigns in África 
and Asia Minor, complctcly eliminating his enemies. Thcn hc 
returned to Rome wlicrc hc was jubilantly rcccivcd by the 
populacc. 

Cacsar now gathcrcd all powcr imo his hands although hc 
tricd to preserve thc name and forms of thc rcpublic. Pie was 
made dictator for lifc. Hc instituted many dcmocratic reforms 
in government, both at home and in the colonies. But his 
powcr and grcatncss had alarmed his friends and associatcs. 
Thcy joined togcther and on the ides of March (March 15), 
44 b.c., thcy stabbcd him to death. 


CÍCERO 

Marcus Tullius Cicero was the greatest orator of Rome and 
one of her outstanding statesmen and men of letters. He be- 
lieved that an orator should possess almost universal knowl- 
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e dg e and, therefore, prcpared for his career by studying 
languages, literature, law, oratory, and philosophy, and by 
travèling in Grecce and Asia. He pleaded his first legal cases 
at twenty-six. 

The sensitive and emotional nature which enabled Cícero 
to achieve perfect linguistic cloquence scrved to weaken him as 
a figure in public life, wherc moral courage and stability of 
thought wcre needcd. For instance, he was disgusted with the 
cruelty of Roman circuses, but he attendcd them nevcrthclcss, 
taking along his writing tablets and not looking at the per¬ 
formance. In his career as a statcsman he varied between the 
extremes of. popul^rity and exile. VVliile Julius Caesar was in 
power the orator lived in retirement, writing. In De Republica 
he outlined the ideal of a free republic. There are fifty-scven 
orations by Cícero in existence, notably those against the 
tra ! l ° r „, 1C1US Catlline “d < h <= invcctives against Mark Antony, 
called Philippics. These lattcr wcre rcsponsible for Cicero’s 
death, for when Antony carne to power after Caesar’s assassi¬ 
na tion, he had Cícero hunted down and killcd. Cicero was born 
on January 3, 106 b.c. and died on Dccembei 7, 43 b.c. His 
Orations are still studicd by high school students as models of 
hterary distinction and through them he still lives as a man of 
high ideais, striving ineffcctivcly against the degeneracy of his 
time. ' 


CLEÓPATRA 

whose°stakes in love* we°e h&HP V. 

success in hrr firct , 6 her k ,n gdom and her lifc, mct with 

oatm was wa b two conquests but failed on hcr third. Cleó¬ 
patra, waíwas born about 69 b.c., became joint heir to Egypt’s 
throne with her brother, Ptolemy, when'she was sevtntcei, 

but To tom"' T °Íl t0 SharC ' egal autholi 'y with him 
and withd l h,m „ She was deprived of her rights 

eenem b r n'™' initial "as over the Roman 

CleonatrV t r aeSar - When CaCsar landed at Alexandria, 

brother Vh U " aS l ° rcach hi '« ahcad of he,’ 

brother. She immed.ately set out with only one attendant. 
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Arriving dishevelled and without any means of making a 
brilliant entrance, she decided on making a dramatic one. The 
ser\'ant carried her, rolled into an Oriental rug, to the feet of 
Caesar. Since she was clad in littlc more than the rug, when 
it was unrolled, the fifty-threc-ycar-old empcror was duly im- 
pressed. Ptolcmy was killcd in the conflict which secured the 
thronc for Cleópatra, and she poisoned a younger brother who 
took Ptolcmy’s place. Caesar tarried in Egypt for scveral 
months, and Cleópatra retumed with him to Rome, where she 
lived openly as his mistress. Her son by him was named 
Caesarion. After Cacsar’s assassination she fled to her own 
country. 

When anothcr famous warrior, Mark Antony, gained control 
in Rome, he bccame Cleópatra s sccond conquest, completely 
captivatcd by her beauty and the Oriental splcndor of her 
court. Thcy vied with one another in giving costly entertain- 
ments. During one of these the queen rcputcdly dissolvcd a 
pricclcss pearl in vinegar and drank it. She and Antony had 
three children. The pcople of Rome eventually grew dissatis- 
ficd with their lcader, and Octavius Caesar was dispatchcd to 
attack Antony. He subdued both Antony\s and Cleopatra's 
forces and rcached the walls of Alexandria. Cleópatra retreated 
to a mausolcum she had built years before. Antony believed 
she had betrayed him by deserting in the midst of a great naval 
battle, and committcd suicide by stabbing himsclf. One ac- 
count says that Cleópatra had him brought to her and nursed 
him until hc died. Octavius, who was obíivious to her charms, 
wantcd to lead her through the strects of Rome as his captive. 
When she saw escape was impossible, she killcd hersclf on 
August 29, 30 b.c., by having an asp smuggled to her in a 
basket and allowing it to bite her. With her death Egypt bc- 
camc a province of Rome. 


VERGIL 

In his last illncss the Roman poet Vergil (Publius Vergilius 
Maro) called for his papeis with the intention of burning the 
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Aeneidy which vvas figishcd but not finally corrcctccl at the 
time of his death. His dissajtisfaction with the manuscript was 
probably due to his ideal of perfcction, which death pre- 
vented his achieving. The poem was rescucd through a com- 
mand of the Roman emperor Augustus. Thus was prcserved to 
literature the work which is rcgardcd as Vcrgil*s finest and 
which makes him onc of the supremc pocts of all time. It is an 
historical epic written with the purpose of glorifying Rninc 
and Emperor Augustus—an epic both of national lifc and of 
human character. 

Vergil was not a Citizen of Rome by birth. He was bom near 
Mantua in northern Italy on Octobcr 15, 70 b.c. At that time 
inhabitants of Mantua did not enjoy Roman citizenship. 
VergiPs father, who was an independem landowncr with an 
income from his fann and apiaries, gave his son a thorough 
education in grammar, rhetoric and philosophy. Vergil was 
sent to Milan for further study; from therc hc wcnt to Naples. 
Finally in 53 b.c. he arrived in Romc, where thc tcachcr who 
influeneed him the most was Siro, thc Epicuican. ín addition 
to literature, the young studcnt dclvcd imo philosophy, matho- 
maties and medicine. Nothing further is known about Vergil 
for a period of sevejal ycars. It seems that he returned to his 
father’s home and devoted his time to managing thc estate and 
studying. The next rccord of him is in 43 Ba:., at which time 
there was considerable difficulty over the confiscation of his 
father s land by the war veterans of the Roman triumvirs. 
Soon afterwards Vergil returned to live in Rome. 

Probably in 37 b.c. the ten pastoral poeins known as thc 
Eclogues or Bucolics werc published. Thesc are divided into 
two classes the purely pastoral poems, dealing with the life 
and lovcs of shepherds, and those in which Vergil and liis con- 
temporaries appear in the guise of country folk. From 37 to 30 
b.c. he composed the Gcovgics, a poem on agriculture written 
to arouse interest in rural life. It is said to bc~ th cornos t perfcct 
in finish of VergiPs works. The last ycars of the poepsliie 
were occuçied with the Acneid. He was sçized with an illncss 
during a trip to Athens and dicd on September 21, 19 b.c. 
(Dante made Vergil a chief character in The Divina Comcdy.) 
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NERO 


The Roman emperor Ncro who, according to popular 
lcgend, playcd his lute while Romc bumed, livcd from 37 to 
03 . Upon his fathcrs dcath, his mother, Agrippina, began 
schcming to securc thc thronc for Ncro. Shc first married the 
emperor, then arrangcd for Ncro to marry the emperor's 
daughter, and ncxt poisoncd the emperor and set Nero on thc 
throne. Nero's advisers, scnsing the streak of savage passion in 
his naturc, cncouraged his love for a bcautiful frcedwoman, 
Arte, in thc hopc that it would lessen Agrippina’s influence. 
Agrippina was cventually murdercd, but it was Poppaea 
Sabina, a woman vcry different in charactcr from Acte, who 
brought it about. Poppaea ncxt induccd Nero to have his wife 
murdercd, and then shc married Ncro. 

Of all thc disasters which bcfcll Rome undcr this emperor’? 
rulc, a grcat fire was the worst. Ncro was suspected of having 
kindled it. It was followed by pestilencc and widespread dis- 
contcnt. Poppaea died in 65. Eventually Ncro becamc so 
frightcned of a rcvolt that hc stole out of Rome and attemptcd 
lo liide. A sentence of dcath was passcd upon him, hut hc 
gathcred cnough courace to commit suicide before his capture. 
IIc killed himself on Junc 9, 68, in the fourteenth year of his 
rcign. 


SAINT AUGUSTINE 

One of the earlicst Christian philosophers, Augustine was 
born of Roman parents at Tagastc, in Pro-Consular North 
África, on Novembcr 13, 354. His mother, Monica, who exer- 
cised a strong influence on his lifc, was a Christian from birth 
and his father was a convert. He wcnt to school at Madaura 
and, latcr. at Carthage where hc mastered rhetorie and logic, 
among other subjects. In his youth hc sccms to have been 
givcn to licentiousness, for which he later experieneed over- 
whclming remorse. At the age of nineteen he contracted an 
alliance with a young woman who shortly bccame the mother 
of his son, Adeodatus. 
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For several ycars Augustine Icctured in rhetoric. fira in his 
na tive city, then at Carthage. In 383 he went to Rorne and, in 
the following ycar, to Milan u!ieie iIi- motiier joined hitn. 
For a number of years lie had been a follower of Manichaeism 
(a religion which, at that time, rivalcd Christianity ; now he 
turned toward Christianity. Finallv persuaded. he dismi*«cd 
the woman who had been his wife in what lie eame to con^itler 
a sinful State, and, with his son. was baptizcd on April 23, 30-, 

Soon aftenvards he rcturncd to África. Ile decided to entei 
the priesthood and was ordained in 301. Four vc.irs l.itcr he 
was made a collcague of Yalcrius. the Bishop of Mippo, «hum 
he succeeded in 396. 

For most of the rest of his lifc he was cngagcd in three reli- 
gious controversics—against the Manichaeans, the Donatists 
and the Pelagians—in the course of which he developed inain 
tlieological doctrines which later becanic fundamental dogma 
of the Catholic Church. His best known writings are his Con- 
fessions and The City of Cod. 

Augustine died on August 28. 430, at Hippo, when that city 
was under seige by the Vandals. 1 


SAINT PATRICK 

The autobiography ( Confession ) of Saint Patrick, Ireland ' 
patron saint, deals chiefly with his work, Although it reveals 
him as a positive, active personality, nearly all the facts about 
his life are obscure. His British name was Sucat; Patrick is the 
anglicized form of his Roman name, Patricius. He was born 
about 389 in Scotland or England. At sixtcen he was capturcd 
by Gaelic raiders and carried to Ireland, whcre he served six 
years tending the sheep of an Ulster chieftain. During this time 
he becamc converted to Christianity, for there were already 
Brttish missionaries in Ireland, and after he escapcd to Franco, 
he entered a monastery. In 432 he obeyed a vision which told 
hitn to retum to Ireland and Christianize that country. His 
work toward that end was so successful that he becamc known 
as the one who “found Ireland all heathen and left it all 
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Christian.” He dcstroyed thc idols, bunied the Druid books, 
started a seminary. He founded 300 churches and baptÍ2ed 
12,000 pcople. He dicd on March 17, 461. Today March 17 is 
cclcbrated all ovcr the world as Saint Patrick’s feast day. 

Legend says that Saint Patrick so charmcd the snakes with 
his music that they followcd him to the seashorc, where they 
wcrc drivcn into thc watcr and drowned. Unfortunately for the 
legend thcre wcrc no snakes in Ireland. Yct even without the 
myths associated with him, Patrick would still be the most be- 
lovcd figure in Irish history. 


MOHAMMED 

Mohnmmcd, Arabian prophct, lawgiver and conqueror, 
founded thc religion of Islam and thcrcby provided thc Arabs 
with a unifying force that enablcd thcm to bccomc a grcat and 
powerful nation. His tcachings, as set forth in thc Koran, are 
mainly: that there is but onc God, Allah, and Mohammed is 
his prophct; that an immortal soul is destined for ctcmal 
damnation or happiness, as pcnalty or rcward for earthly 
conduct; and that abstém iousncss and thc forgiving of injuries 
are thc prime virtues. Praycr, fasting, almsgiving and pilgrim- 
ages to Mccca are prcscribcd. Polygamy is permitted, slavcry 
is acceptcd, and thc faithful are urged to spread Islam by the 
sword. 

Mohammed was bom in Mccca, some time about 570 a.d. 
His family was a fnirly prosperous onc. Orphancd in his in- 
fancy, hc was reared by an unclc. Whcn he was twenty-fivc hc 
married a vealthy widow, fiftccn ycars his sênior, lcft his em- 
ploymcr.t es a camcl-driver and became a shopkeeper in his 
naüvc cit;. >omehow he gaincd a reputation for grcat practical 
wisdom but. thcre is no cvidcnce that hc could either read or 
write. * 

When hc was forty he bccame convinccd, through a vision, 
that he was a spccial messenger of God. Until 616, he asserted 
his claim and gaincd followcrs in secrecy. Persccution sent him 
and his followers into exile. There he received an invitation to 
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the city of Medina, as iis dictator. lhe beginning of thc col- 
lective flight thither (called the hegira) marked thc initiation 
of the Mohammcdan era; the year 622, in which it occurrcd, 
became the year 1 in the Moslem calendar. Eight years latcr he 
nad organized his followcrs in such force that he was able to 
conquer Mecca, and there, on Junc 7. 632. he died. 

After his death, his believers increased and. by force of arms, 
spread Islam until, in thc fifteenth century, it dominatcd all of 
North África, Arabia, Pérsia, and most of thc Iberian pen¬ 
ínsula. 


CHARLEMAGNE 

Charles, the son of Pcpin III and grandson of Charles 
Martcl, completed the work of building a Frankish cm pire 
which his antcccdents had begun, and thus won the naine, 
'Charlemagne,'’ or Charles thc Great. He was born in 742 
and, upon the death of his father, fourteen years latcr, he in- 
herited, according to Frankish law, half of the rcalm. Whcn 
his brothcr, Carloman, died in 771, he gained the other half. 

In that year he renouneed his bride of the year beforc, the 
daughter of the king of Lombardy, and married anothcr. In 
retaliation, the Lombard king sought thc assistance of the pope 
m deposmg Charles and, failing in that, began a campaign of 
plundering i n Central Italy. Charles carne to the aid of the 
pope, defeatcd thc Lombardians and proclainied himself their 
sovereign. To thc pope he made a vast grant of territory, 
known latcr as the States of the Church. 

By 800, the kingdom of thc Franks included all Francc. 
nearly all of Germany and Áustria, and all of Italy except thc 
kingdom of Naplcs. Two years earjier he had met wit 1 í*disaster 
m Spain during a campaign against the Moors, when a band 
^>f rebellious Basques set upon his army’s rear and slew, among 
others, Charles’ lieutenant, Roland, whose death is cclebratcd 
in song and story. 

On Christmas Day in 800, Charles was crowncd by Pope 
Lco III as emp^ror of the Holy Roman cmpirc. A plan to com- 
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bine it with the Byzantine empire, through the marriage o£ 
Charles and the Empress Irene, failed when the latter was 
ovcrthrown. A war ensued betwcen the two powers, but peace 
uas restorcd in 812, without substantial gain to cither. 

Charles made numerous contributions to the Science of gov- 
crnmcnt. He systematically divided his realm and separated 
the various functions—military. judicial and administrative. 
He foundcd hospitais and established schools for women as 
well as for mcn. Undcr his rule the Catholic Church became 
a real temporal as well as spiritual power. He died on January 
28,814. 


HARUN-AL-RASHID 

Harun-al-Rashid was a caliph of Bagdad. He is most 
familiar to Western readers as the hero of the collection of 
stories known as the Arabian Niçhts’ Entertainment , in which 
he, his wife Zobcide, with his vizier and his chief eunuch are 
prominent charactcrs. Born about yôj, Harun was the fifth 
caliph of the dynasty of the Abbassidcs. He was the most 
powerful monarch of his race. Under his rule, esteemed as the 
golden era of the Mohammedan nations and distinguished by 
hi> conqucsts as well as a strong internai administration, Bag- 
dad\s caliphate was at its height in splcndor. Harun’s fame 
spread to the West; he and Charlemagne exchanged gifts and 
compliments as the rulers of East and West. respcctively. 

Harun, who was a poet and a scholar himself, patronized art 
and learning. He was also a despot, in his later years suspicious 
of all around him. He cxccutcd his vizier and his near relatives, 
and these togethcr with other violem acts brought about re- 
bellion. He died on April 2, 809. 


LEIF ERICSON 

The father of Leif Ericson, traditional discoverer of 
America, was Eric the Red, born in Norway about 950. He 
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committed homicide and fied to Iceland, and in 984 he rcachcd 
Greenland. There he established a to\vn and was the ruling 
chief during his lifctime. Hís son. Leif, is credited with having 
Christianized Greenland and discovered a transatlantic country 
ahout the year 1000. According to the Icelandic sagas or 
stories of adventure, he had been in Norway. There he was 
baptized by King Olaf and passed a winter in the Christian 
Kings couyt. When he lcft for Greenland, he was accompanied 
by a missionary-priest and othcr clergy. 

On the homcward voyage they were blown off thcir coursc 
and landed m a country which he called Vinland, from the 
vines which abounded there. It was never decided whether it 
was Labrador hlcwfoundiand, or some region further south, 
possibly New England. Leif and his men built huts and rc- 
mamed there for some time. On the way home thev picked up 
some sh.pwrecked sailors near Greenland. Foílowing his 
eventful voyage Leif was called Leif the Lucky. After about 
four centuries the colony in Greenland was wiped out prob- 
ably by plague or famine. Leif Ericson’s landing in America 
was lost sight of, becausc it was not followcd up by coloni- 
zation. 


WILLIAM THE CONQUEROR 

ntost Dotvcrf ’ l' UnS ^ n " ,and ’ called the Conqueror, was the 
France Tn mò, ^ ar n' °‘ h “ limc - Hc "' as m Normandy, 
bt he da wlu'■ f C lllcgltimatc SOI > of the dukc of Normandy 
a WillK r 3 U ! n r, r ’ and thcrcfore somc timcs known 
still a l ,, n ■ H ? íathc ‘ died when William was 
cceed y ’ 1 h h , 1S f uardlans " crc murdercd and William, 
death Íf b the dukedoin was carefully proteeted. Upon the 
death of his cousin, Edward the Confessor, king of England 
who had been brought up in Normandy, William claimed the 
Enghsh Crown, allegmg that Edward had promised it to him. 
1° support h‘s c aim he landed in England with a foree 
nously estimated at from 25,000 to 60,000. At the Battlc of 
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Hastings in 1066, one of the memorable dates in British his- 
tory, William won a great victory; hc was crowned king on 
Christmas Day at Westminster Abbey. For many years 
William was kcpt occupied by revolts. At first his measures 
werc mild, but later he treated his subjects as conquered 
pcoplc, and the nobility left the country in great numbers. 
English la ws werc changcd; the feudal systcm was adopted in 
rcgard to land tenurc and Service, the lords holding their 
propcrty under William as his vassals; and French was es- 
tablished as the official languagc. In the latter part of his 
rcign William had a survey ihade of English rcsources. This 
rccord still cxists under the title of Domesday Book. Much of 
William\s time was devoted to cxtcnding the boundaries of 
Normandy. On Septcmber p, 1087, while fighting Philip I of 
France, William was throwri from his horse and clied at Rouen. 

Although WillianTs private life was religious and wise he 
was mcrcilcss and unscrupulous in punishing those who op- 
posed him. His supprcssion of resistance in York and Durham 
resultcd in the death of about 100,000 persons, and the entire 
scction was laid waste. Bccause Malcolm, king of Scotland, 
sidcd with English rebels, William attacked Scotland and 
bronghi it under his power. Following an uprising in 1075 
William put to death Waltheof, cari of Pluntingdon and 
Xorthumberland, husband of his niecc, and the last English 
cari. This was one of the dcepest stains on his carcer, for 
Waltheof was innoccnt of complicity in the revolt. Anothcr of 
William's outrages was the creation of New Forest in order 
to satisfy his love of the hunt. To clcar this hunting ground, 
villages and farms werc dcstroycd and the inhabitants for 
thirty miles around werc expelled. Then the king passed a law 
that anyonc killing a dcer should bc blinded. 


•SAINT FRANCIS OF ASSISI 

The founder of the Franciscan Order, Saint Francis of Assisi 
was bom in 1182, the son of a rich Italian merchant Pietro 
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Bernardonc who, out of fondness for thc French. changed thc 
boys baptismal name, Giovanni, to Francisco. As a vo,ul, i, c 
joincd freely m lhe exploits and plcasurcs of l,is feílows I„ 
the course of ono of the fcuds of the region, he ivas oncc takcn 
pnsoner and was held captive for a vcar duriru? ulii I, I > 

contracted a serious illnoss. ft was in this pcriod tliat hc rc- 
S °Aft Cd ‘, Cate blmsc,f 10 bis subscf|ucnt wav of lifc 

. ter a P*Jgrimagc to Romc in 1206, hc renounccd Ms 
patrimony and quit his father’s homc. Concciving i, to hc his 
mtss.on o teach humtlity and lovc of thc poor bf csa.nnlc hc 
clothed htmself in the poorest of habits and took up the lifc 
a mendicant. In his wanderings hc taught praycd ncr 
formed mc „i aI tasks, even cared for lepers althoZh t herc 
A M™" AÍ" 6 " hC c fa -' cd if he so nn.ch as sawa Icpcr 
reco^ whiM ’ ern0 ’ ° n , Scp,Cmber ' 7 , >224, his biographers 
0f Jesns Christ ray,ng ’ of >hc wound, 

Saint Francis began to establish his order in .208. Whcn i, 
had grown ,0 twelve mcmbers, he sough, and obtained pap 
approval of their organúation. In ,2,2 hc formülatcd ^ 

wTrc 'obi nSt ! tUtÍ ° n ' ThC VO " S ° f Chasit >'- P°vcrty and obcdicncc 
obligatory on membcrs. Povcrty was held to bc mos, 

or br,h^’in a d nd ! 1 he r vner t hip ° f pro P ert y> either by ,he order 
spread rap^dlv and i^^ f ° rbiddcn ' The ntovemem 

general asWnbly 9 ’ 5 ’°° 0 members attendcd its first 

thc fotmding 

women. Latcr another, thcVhTrd Orl f'^ ' CSt ^ blÍshcc ' 
established for those who were unaMc , ? Sa, ! , , , k Franc “* 

Í Sd Ptat A Ve ° f a T a,S and is usua!| y painted with 
tnem. He died near Asstsi on October 3, , 226 . Two ycars latcr 
he was canonized by Pope Gregory IX 
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SAINT THOMAS AQUINAS 

Saint Thomas Aquinas, thc “prince of scholastic philoso- 
phcrs, had more influence on thc thought of the Western 
Church than any othcr theologian cxccpt the bishop, Saint 
Augustinc. Hc was born in Naples about 1225, and after 
attending the university there, hc joincd the Order of Saint 
Dominic, much against thc will of his family. Saint Thomas 
was the ideal scholar; at one time hc studied under the 
Bavarian philosopher, Saint Albcrt the Great, who was his 
elose friend. He taught both in Rome and in Paris and pro- 
dueed a rcmarkable synthesis of past philosophical thought. In 
1274 hc was summoned to a General Council at Lyons held for 
the purpose of rcconciliating thc diíTcrences bctween the 
Grcek and Latin churchcs. 11 c died en route on March 7. 

All of thc writings of Saint Thomas were in preparation for 
his one gieat work, the Summa Theologica, a monumental 
handbook on cthics, religion and metaphysics. The book was 
begun in 1265 an< 3 complctcd after his death according to his 
plan. He was canonizcd in 1323. 


GENGHIS KHAN 

Gcnghis Khan (“Mightiest Ruler”) was an Asiatic con- 
queror. Thc American general Douglas MacArthur has said 
that nowhcre ean the fundamentais of war be learned better 
than from thc history of this Mongol emperor who 700 vears 
ago won by conqucst the most extensive empire in world 
history. Extending from thc Pacific to the Black Sea, it in- 
cludcd the greater part of the known world at that time and 
more than half of its population. The military system de- 
veloped b> Genghis Khan had many of the charactcristics of 
total war. It was said that he never lost a decisive battle. 
although his forces wcre frequently outnumbered. Much of 
his success depended on the speed of his soldiers, their ability 
to outmarch the enemy and the intensity and concentration of 
their attack. 
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Tem^fn HW \ b ° m ab ° Ut U6 -’ " as on 'g' nal1 ' called 
s ,r^ HlS f Was P°‘ soned ) and he determined to 

succeed him as chief of the nomad tribes. His struggle toward 

esclne? H aS í J lled , w,th , man >' dar ^g adventures and narrou- 
P • He refused to share his power and mercilessly killcd 
those aspnmg to do so. When his cousin, Jamuga, who had 

^ ; Wa a u 0t COntCnt With 3 su bordinate position, 

Oenghis Khan ordered him strangled to death. 

Mnn<rnl St G J^ hÍS Kha ? Was P roclai ™d Khan of the United 
Mongol and Tartar tribes. He then claimed to have a divine 
call t° conqner the world. Many of his most famous deeds took 
place dunng the ast s.xteen years of his life. In i roq he pene- 

" 8 he Gr ; a á r al ! ° f China ' Peki "S ^en hl ,2,4 I n 
o‘ mvaded Turkestan, conquered Pérsia a cenniry after 
Ornar Khayyam had written of its beauty, and pushed on as 

àt t as h, i 7 pe ; In I225, although he was more tha " 

we ; r n' cT 1 ' V* ‘, he head ° f his arm V to subdue north- 
uestern Clluna, whose king had sheltered two of his enemies. 
He died on August 24, 1227, at the height of his power. 


MARCO POLO 

brated MarC ° Pol ° « as »he most cele- 

svas enthíèd » , M,dd ‘ e Ages ' His account of his j°urney 
3 L d The , ? 00k °f Marco P °‘«■ It was promptly trans- 
ted imo several languages and for centurics it comprised the 
on • knowledge that Europeans had of the extremei. It! 
authoi uas accused of gross exaggeration, but the accuracy of 
his obsersations has been proved. Eugene ONeilI, American 
that^h 'l • ' forew ° rd to his P> a >- Marco Millions, says 

‘hini m a " 3ttem 5 t ‘° rCnder P° etic J' usticc to a travcler 

unjustl) world-renowned as a liar.” 

POl ° Ie a Venice " ith tvvo other members of his 

Z.‘ V m K , , 2 7 ‘t nd reached China in I2 I 5 - The famous em- 

peror Kublai Khan accorded many honors to the forcigners, 
e\en giving Marco the administration of a city for thrce years 

- fyf : 13.7 
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and employing him on several missions. The Venetians even- 
tually returned home in 1295, after traveling all over Asia. 
Three years latcr Marco Polo commanded a vessel in an un- 
successful war against Genoa and was takcn prisoncr. Whilc 
in jail hc dictatcd his book. Little is known of his life after he 
was rclcased from prison. Hc was bom about 1254 and died 
in 1323. 


DANTE ALIGHIERI 

Although Dantc Alighieri prcccded the Renaissance as it is 
somctiincs datcd, hc was one of the intellectual harbingcrs of 
that goldcn age. This niost illustrious of Italian poets was bom 
in Florence, in May, 1265. Of his boyhood we know little more 
than that, whcn he was nine years old, he met “Bcatrice,” his 
love for whom was to bccome the inspiration of his life. He 
was a studious youth and it was at an carly age that hc set hiin- 
self the task of mastering all the Sciences of his time. Ile scems 
also to have bccome skillcd in art and music, and he took an 
active interest in public afíairs. 

YVith the publication of his first great work, Vila Nuova 
(The New Life), Dantc took first rank among Florcntine 
poets. In this sclection of the lyric poetry of his youth and 
early maturity, he tells the story of his spiritual awakcning 
through his love for Beatrice. Other works such as the 
Convívio and Canzoniere (short poems) added to his stature 
as a man of letters but only much later appcared his supreme 
achicvcment, the Commedia, an epic poem, which is known 
as The Divine Comcdy. As poetry, it is unique; its verse struc- 
turc, called terza rima, a creation of his own, never has been 
tricd successfully by any other poet. The language is simple 
and noble. Tts story is less important than its philosophy; in it 
the poet sumrned up the wisdom of his age and all the aspects 
of medieval Christianity. 

Dante also played a leading role in the political life of his 
time. Whcn he was thirty he became a member of the govem- 
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ing body of Florence which was thcn an independent city-state 
with a quasi-republican form of government. T!ic rivalry bc- 
tween political factions was intcnse and Dan(c’s party met 
conspiratorial opposition by banishing tbc dissidcnts, a usual 
pumshmcnt in Renaissance Italy. In 1301 tbc tablcs wcre 
turncd and Dante and othcrs wcrc condemncd to exile. 

ourteen ycars latcr thc exiles wcrc permitted to rcturn but 
only on condition that they makc public show of pcnitèncc. 
m' S j^ tC rcfuscd to do - Instead he continucd his wandering 
afflicted by poverty and suffering. Eventually he found refuge 
m Kavenna where, on August 14, 1321, he died. 


geoffrey chaucer 

Gcoffrey Chaucer, thc "Fathcr of English Poetry,” was a 
man of alTa.rs as well as a poet. He was bom in London, about 
1340, thc son of a vintncr. In his twcnticth ycar he went to 
thc wars in France and was taken prisoncr. Thc king, Edward 
UI, contributed to his ransom and it is probablc that he under- 
took to educatc him and prepare him for civil employment. By 
us marriage in 1367 hc ultimately bccame a relativo of one of 
thc kings sons, John of Gaunt, whosc favor he enjoyed for 
many ycars. It was on tbc occasion of thc death of his patro.Fs 
Chauccr produccd ’ in hcr honor - tL B °° k 

In the dccadc betwecn his thirtieth and fortieth years 

of^m . trave,ed hbroad on diplomatic missions 

the nn t °P 0 | 1 l.J oumc y s t°°k him to Italy whorc he met 
the poet Pctrarch. Thts period was for him onc of great 

hll P r , y 'M CS rCCC,V '. ng annuhies fr °ht the royal house- 
hold he held a remunerattve public oOice. With the accession 

of Richard II, h,s pensions and oíHccs wcrc conftrmed and he 
was advanced to still more lucrativc positions. 

In 1386 hc was clcctcd a knight of the shirc from Kcnt, but 
thereafterJus fortunes receded. In the sante year hc was super- 
c m his offices. In the following year his wife dicd, and a 
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vear later, through force of circumstances, he surrendered his 
pensions. The return of his patron, John of Gaunt, from Spain 
in 1389 brought about an improvement in ChauceFs condition, 
but he never again enjoyed prosperity. On October 23, 1400, he 
died. He was buried in Wcstminster Abbey and his toinb be- 
came the nucleus of what is known as Poets* Comer. 

Some of Chaucer’s writings have been lost or dcstroyed. 
Those that remain includc his vcrsion of Boccaccio’s Filostrato, 
namely, Troylus and Criseyde; the Legende of Good IVornen; 
and his most famous work, The Canterbury Tales, a splendid 
picture of the life of his time, with a deep understanding of 
human nature. 


JOHANNES GUTENBERG 

The German printer Johannes Gutenbcrg was the inventor 
of printing with movablc type. He rcceivcd a minimum of 
publicity. His name does not appear on any production of his 
press; his friends and patrons did not mention him in conncc- 
tion with his invcntion; and there is no genuine portrait of him 
known, since those which appear upon medals, statues or en- 
gravcd plates are rcgarded as fictitious. 

Nothing is known about Gutcnberg's carly life except that 
he was born about 1397 in Mainz. His real name was Gens- 
fleisch. In 1434 he was in Strasbourg, where hc signed a 
contract with scveral men to teach them the art of printing. 
When one of the men died, the partnership was dissolved, and 
Gutenbcrg returned to Mainz. There he was financed by a 
goldsmith, Johann Fust, who evcntually withdrcw his support 
when Gutenberg failed to pay his debts. He died at Mainz 
at the beginning of 1468. The Mazarin Bible, which was 
finished in 1456, is generally acçepted as the first book printed 
on the press financed by Fust and the first book known to have 
been printed with movable type. More than any othcr inven- 
tion, this means of printing hastcncd the spread of knowledge 
and made modem dcmocracy possible. 
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FRANÇOIS YILLON 

On June 5) , 455> \'ill on becamc invoivcd in one of rt/V 
of his many notorious Street ,1 ■ . , ol the 

drawn and one of thc mrrv í \ ^ r ' n S ' vh,ch da ggers were 
from Paris, hu, d VÍ "° n ' vas «“"ished 

nextyear. During this period^f exile^vÍÍl^ Ja " Ua 7 ° f thc 

5;'r 

Isabcau " was the actuan men,,0 ‘ lcd slm P'y as “la fcmme 

* ya„cc„;riho a r^^ ííkssí: 

nitely the cause of a second braul ncar the closeTf 6 Th 
but beforTlTnrsoh 1 y b bCaten ^ ^ dcdded to '-ve Pari" 

s vts-r fX vl ?r' s - 

have been a member of a wanH ’• dunng part of whlch be may 
prison in Orleans, sentenced InT® ° f . thieves - He tvas in 
released on July 17 , 46o aJ° han S. but by good luck was 
pardoned by Louis XI. gam lmprlsoned in 1461, he was 
In 1462 the poet retumcd to Pari* , t. . 
arrested for theft. Lack of evidence ~ ’ , '7° he was 50015 

revive the Navarre aflíair Altho 1 , c uscd ,h e authoritie* to 
bali, he was re-alsfed í “* CU ‘ prÍt was «'eased on 

of a Street nuarreh After b?- 6 1 "’“ Í0Und in til0 vicinity 

prison for over a vear b Vmg JCCn tortur ed and kept in 
On January s I4 Z t l? Was once morc condemned to die. 

J nar> 5 , 1463, the sentence was commuted to tcn ycars' 



banishment, and here Villon disappeared from history. The 
poems he left, in which medieval Paris livcs agam consist of 
Lc petit tcstament; Le grand tcstamcnt , direct and sad; and 
some miscellaneous Works, mostly ballads. Villon lias been the 
subject of many romantic stories and plays, among them the 
popular Vagabond King. 


JOAN OF ARC 

In hcr short lifc Jcannc d'Arc, a French pcasant maid, led 
hcr nation to victory ovcr a forcign invadcr and placed her 
choscn king upon his thronc. She was born to a humble, 
dcvoutly Catholic family in the town of Domrémy, on the 
banks of the Mcusc, on January 6, 1412. Hcr early childhood 
was in no wisc extraordinary; hcr cducation consisted of little 
more than hcr praycrs, the lives of the saints and customary 
houschold training. But while she watched hcr father’s sheep, 
shc thought sadly of the statc of her unhappy country. 

Joan of Arc, as shc is known to us, was twclve ycars old when 
shc reported that shc hnd hcard the voice of God and that she 
had bccn choscn to lead the dauphin, the lazy Charles, to 
possession of the thronc which English kings long had been 
attempting to scize in a series of struggles known to history 
as the Hundrcd Ycars' War. Voices and visions, from which she 
took counscl and guidancc, continued for several years while 
she prepared hersclf for her great mission. At lirst evcryone 
mocked hcr. 

Early in 1429, after overcoming the many obstacles which 
skeptical theologians and military officcrs had placed in her 
way, she obtaincd an audicnce with Charles and convinced him 
that her call was gcnuinc. Then, given the command of an 
army, shc put on armor and drove the English from the city 
of Orlcans, which had been besieged, and from Rcims, where 
the dauphin was crowned as King Charles VII. French 
patriotism, long asleep, again awoke under Joan's leadership. 

In 1430 the Maid of Orleans was captured by the Burgun- 
dians, who had allied themselves with the English. Hcr 
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enemies, planning the destruction of hcr influente as wcll as 
the elimination of a powerful advcrsary, proccedcd to scek 
her condemnation by a spiritual court. Conscqucmly she nas 
tried by a panei of theologians, foiind guilty of hcrcsy, and 
scntenced to life imprisomnent. The English, howcvcr. dc- 
manded her death. ft u-as a simpie matter for her judgcs to 
find her a witch, and on May 3 o, 1431, in the market placc of 
Koucn, she was burned at the stake. 


SAVONAROLA 

Girolamo Savonarola, Italian religious reformer, turned liis 
thottghts to the church becausc of a disappointmcm in love. 
As a boy, Savonarola, who was born on Scptcmber 21, 1452, 
was well acquainted with medieval learning, and his 'familv 
wanted him to be a physician. He Icft honie sccretly in 1475 
and joined the Domínican order. In 1482 lie was sent as a 
teacher to San Marco monastery in Florcncc. Savonarola, who 
was horrified at the corruption he found in both State and 
church, soon became a popular prcacher and fascinatcd the 
Italians by his dcnunciations of their vice and wickcdness. 
San Marco was under the favorable patronage of the powerful 
Lorenzo de’ Mediei, whose repeated attempts to conciliate 
Savonarola werc in vain. 

After Lorenzo’s death Florencc drove out the Mediei, and 
Savonarola,saved the city from harin whcn it was occupied by 
Ktng Charles VIII of France. Front the chãos the reformer 
emerged as pract.cally ,he dictator of Florcnce, and under him 
tt recame a city of quictly-dressed peoplc who renouneed 
worldly enjoyments and sang psalms rather tl.an dissolute 
ditties. He encouraged eommittecs of ehildren and disciplcs 
to search for and destroy frivolous books and songs, music and 
works of art of evd tendencies. This “burning of the vanities” 
rcsulted in the loss of some valuablc material. 

SavonarohVs efforts to reform the church brought things to 
such a pass that he was excommunicatcd and Florcncc was 
threatened with an interdict. His uncompromising attitude had 
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made him enemies. The citizens were becoming weary of 
puritanism; a pestilence had broken out; many of the Mediei 
followers had been killed: and Florcnce was unpopular 
throughout Italy. These and other grievances added up to such 
ill will against the reformer that he had to be protected by an 
armed guard while he preached. Hc finally offered to submit to 
the ordcal by íire to prove his Christian motives, and a 
Franciscan friar voluntecred to undergo the ordeal with him. 
The Franciscans never had any intention of carrying out the 
test. When it did not take place. the infuriated populace. dc- 
prived of their show, blamed Savonarola and callcd him an 
impostor and a coward. A mob attacked San Marco with stones 
and flames. Savonarola was arrested, accused of heresy, tor- 
tured for days and finally condemncd to be hanged and then 
bumed. This sentence was executed on May 23, 1498. A few 
faithful women spirited away his hcart, which the fire had left 
whole. 


MACHIAVELLI 

Niccolò Machiavelli completcd his most outstanding achieve- 
ment, the writing of The Prince, in 1513. This famous book is 
an analysis of the methods by which an ambitious man may 
gain and rctain power, a subjcct on which MachiavellFs career 
had afTordcd him uncqualcd opportunities for observation. 
Its theme—that wcakness is the only crime—has made “Mach- 
iavellian” a familiar word in modem-day language. The Italian 
statesman and writer was bom in Florcnce on May 3, 1469. He 
entered public life there in 1494 and four years later becamc 
secretary of the republie and second chancellor, a position 
which he held until 1512. 

Machiavelli formed his opinions concerning polities and Eu- 
ropc during his trips as Florentinc envoy to the small Italian 
courts and to the capitais of Europcan nations. Upon his retum 
to his native city in 1503, after serving as an envoy to the duke 
of Romagna, Cesare Borgia, Machiavelli developed his in- 
terest in military afíairs, and in 1506 hc was appointed sec¬ 
retary to a special department created for the purpose of pro- 
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reached \ f ° r f u ° rCnCe - Durin S the "ext few years he 

Ind nn \ e ‘, g 0 S SUCCeSS ' but als0 madc enemies 
famiK ^ n' em ■ V 5 ' 2 ’ " ith the rcstorat ion of the Medi d 
ve^r íaí P r VCr ln t >C C1, >’’ hc " as di-missed from office A 
>ear later he was tned for conspiracy against lhe Mediei 

-S 

tu-e^ mile fro Ó F? ^ ^ " Car San Ca ^ a ™ abom 
= i, Without SírÜK 

ife/v"’ and aS ° of , sevcn bo °ks on the ,1,1 of liar. 1/1520 
he wa> commtssioned to write a history of Florcnce. This ht 
ory was the first attempt in any language to trace the vicissi 

Ahh W* We Ín “ 1CÍr ] °S ical -qttence! "' 

c, o 'í 0U ^ h ^ Iach,av elh’s career in public lifc was virtually 
closed in 1513 , in I 5 2 i he resumed offical work for the State 
and was sent on one or two small missions. In the spmg l 

^^SrKe/^r fortificLon 5 


CHRISTOPHER COLUMBUS 

The discovcrer of the N»,.. u- ... . 

left few records by which wè càn w ’ C r í r,sto P , ‘" f C °'umbu S , 
evidence ütat he was 7 

studied at the University of Pada and th/h" 145 ’’ that be 
an eaHy age. Once, wh/on a 

attacked by p,rates and he fotmd safetv in Lisbnn Jt, .1 V 
inTafi d b ftCr thC com P lction ° f his mission. It was thêre that' 
hartX maT ) d , th \ d r^ ° f a ~P ab ’<= nasdgator whose 

theon. 7 , ™ P , S 7 helpCd him in the development of his 
rneory of a westward approach to Asia. 

33 



Entering the Service of Kjng John II, of Portugal, he tried to 
cnlist the ruler’s support for his idea. After four years of fruit- 
less effort, he went to Spain where, ultimately, King Ferdinand 
and Queen Isabclla agreed to subsidize an expedition. On 
August 3, 1492, arrangements completed, Columbus set sail 
with three small ships—the Santa Maria which he commanded, 
the Nina and the Pinta — and eighty-cight men. 

For ten weeks Columbus held to his westward course while 
his men lost faith and grew mutinous. At last, on October 12, 
thcy arrived at an island which Columbus named San Salvador 
(now identified as an island in the Bahamas) and claimed as 
a possession of Spain. He found othcr islands nearby, one of 
them being the island of Haiti. On January 3, 1493 » sa tled 
for home. In Spain a triumphal parade was held and he was 
rcceived at the court with highest honors. 

Columbus made three more journcys to the New World. But, 
victimized by intrigue and harassed by disputes among greedy 
and ambitious colonists, his life thcncefonvard was filled with 
bitterness and discouragcment. On his second trip he discov- 
cred Jamaica and the Caribbcan Islands. His third voyage 
rcsultcd in the discovcry of Trinidad and the mainland of what 
is now Brazil, ncar the mouth of the Orinoco River. From this 
expedition he returned home in chains, the victim of scheming 
perjurers. IIc was released and in 1502 he set out again, this 
time touching at Cape Honduras and Pucrto Bcllo. On Novcm- 
ber 7, 1504, he returned home to stay, broken in hcalth, im- 
poverished, and bctraycd. He died in Valladolid, May 20, 1506, 
to his last day believing that he had rcachcd índia, and 
applying the designation, Indian, to the aborígines of the lands 
he discovcred. His remains, removed several times, now rest 
in Seville Cathedral. 


AMERIGO VESPUCCI 

The Italian merchant and adventurer Amerigo Vespucci, 
for whom the New World was named, was crcdited for several 
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centunes with havmg been the first to sec thc cominem of 
America but the general weigln of opinion today is tl.at he 
had no share m its discovery. Vespucci was bom in Florcnce 

T.nxí 9 ,- - 451 ' He becamc a c <erk in the commcrcial liouse 
° t ^ c Mcdlc ' and 1'csided a great deal of the time in Spain. 
at Ladiz or Sevillc, where he was probably an agem for the 
busincss m that çountry. 

Unhmited opportunities wcre oflcred to the adventurous bv 
the exploratory expeditions being undertakcn, and Vespucci 
claims to have sa.led with one such expedition on May ,o, 
H 97 - J his is the voyage in question—which it is now believecí 
he did not make—but if Jie had, and if his account of it liad 
been trustworthy, he wouid have reached the mainiand of 
America on June 16, 1497, eight days before John Cabot, an 
English explorer who arrived on the North American cominem 
on June 24, 1497. Vespucci claimed to have made three othcr 

A VOyaSCS ’J n f ° nC 0Í Which hc reacbed the mainiand of 
bouth America, before his death on February -> 2 , 5 , 2 


LEONARDO DA VINCI 

Leonardo da Vinci is unique in history because lie was not 

had on? °/ \ hC gre3teSt artÍStS ° f aM ,inic ' but also because he 
archhect m m -° St lnquÍrin S minds - He was painter, sculptor, 
, ‘f b ! 1US C,an > «ngineer, and natural philosophcr Al- 
though he hved years before Francis Bacon, he unders tood the 
principies of sc.entific experimentation better than Bacon d d 

som^d W W ,at SUCh m f n . as Gali,c ° a " d Haac Newton wouid 
some day discover and it ,s probable that if he had been in 

possession of some power such as gasoline, he wouid have com- 
pleted his work on aviation, so remarkable for that time 
Leonardo, born in Italy in 1452, was the natural son of a 
Florentine lawyer. His early studies in music and art wcre in 

C “o’ WherC hC W3S f ° r a time under the patronage of 
the Mediei. Cautiously, he kept his opinions to himself, record- 
mg them only m mirror writing. In art hc was a student of 
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nature; he was a supcrb draftsman; and he was the first paintei 
to rccognize the significance of inodeling by means of light and 
shade. He had alrcady cmbarkcd upon observation and experi- 
ment in all fields of sciencc when he left Florence towards 
1485 to serve the prince of Milan. 

Leonardo’s masterpiece The Last Supper was begun about 
14Q4 and finished about four years later. It was paintcd in 
tempera on a wall of the convent church of S. Maria delle 
Grazie at Milan. Bccause the tempera did not long adhere to 
the plaster and the plaster flaked frorn the wall, the picture has 
almost vanished. Many efforts to rcstore it did more harm than 
good, yct cnough rcmains for its power to be manifest. Another 
product of his years in Milan was the modcl for an equestrian 
statue of the foundcr of the house of Sforza. When the city 
was invaded by the Frcnch, and the prince takcn prisoner, the 
inodel was destroyed by French crossbowmcn, but some of the 
designs have becn preserved. 

In 1499 Leonardo left Milan for Yenicc; he went from thcre 
to Florence. Among his works in Florence, where he scored an 
immediate triumph, werc drawings for an altarpiece for the 
Church of the Annunziata, and his study of a woman, La 
Cioconda (the Mona Lisa), which he finished four years later. 
In this famous painting facial expression was carried to its 
greatest pcrfection. He also scrved Ccsarc Borgia as military 
cngineer, although Leonardo thought war barbaric, and made 
the drawing for a battlepiece to decoratc a wall of the city hall, 
but the painting itsclf was never finished. It exists today in a 
copy by Rubens; it shows Lconardo’s mastery over movement. 
From 1506 to 1513 Leonardo lived mainly in Milan. In 1513 
he went to Romc, where he was again under the patronage of 
the Mediei. The last two and a half years of his life were 
passed in the Services of th<“ French king, Francis I. He died 
on May 2, 1519. iiic Virgin of the Rocks, the Madonna 
Benoite, and the Virgin and Child u ith St. Anne are undoubted 
paintings of Lconai do’s. Many others once attributed to him 
are now ascribed to pupils. 
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MICHELANGELO 

Michelagniolo Buonarroti, the sculptor, painter, and archi- 
FWnr i lg ? ed . h,s name as “Michelangelo,” was born ncar 
’ [ tal5 - m ' 475 - At the age of thirteen, aftcr he had 

,he a X Gh P l° U d íather ê S ° PP ° SÍ<Íon ' hc appremiced ,o 
hei v Ghirlandaio, who taught him painting. Later he 

de^lhf a- S - StU r d) of sculpturc und( 'r the patronage of I.orenzo 
„ „ Med ; ad wcn “ thc Magnificent), rulcr of Florence. The 

ZZol híT 3 ,hC PreaChing ° f SaV0narO,a “«““«d 

The death of Lorcnzo in 1492, and ensuing politica] di«- 

RomTT’ C , 0mpdled h,m 10 ,lce first to Bologna, thcn to 
Home, dreadmg assassmation. Returning to Florence in i= 0I 

n L J a ? " 0rk on k,s colossal marble David, which he com- 
pleted three years later. In 1505, in Rome, Pope Julius II 

™—TÍ CX ? CUte f ° r him a monumental 

sepulchre. The art.st s plans werc approved but intrigue and 
other comnutments causcd the project to be delaycd, so that 
t was forty years later that it was completed on a reduced 
stJlistand Sreat figUrCS ° f * loscs and the Slaves (or Captives) 

Tke , firs ‘ iníerruption in his Work on the Julius tomb was 
aved a - dccora,m S the Sistinc chapei. This, too, was de- 
finhh the eei.T 35 n °'.T U 1512 that M^helangelo was able to 
a ]l art _ n , n f ln , a series of paneis — unsurpassed in 

Creation to th? Dclugc' i° f h’ C , "T' d fr ?'” 

5“ ■!;?° SS 

human force a a n nd ng tcrror. e bU ‘ ^ cx P rcsdon of SU P"' 

anno-n^ la m > ! cai \! lnder Pope Paul III, Michelangelo was 
appomted chief arch.tcct of St. Peter’s Church for which he 

íamcl h ’ e designs. The dome, as it stands, is 

? 7 ^JS ereation. Although he never considered himself an 

r ? S0 buIh a bridge across the Tiber, convertcd the 
aths of Diocletian mto the magnificent church of Santa Maria 
degli Angeh, and built the Laurentian Library of the Mediei. 
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His bounclless, furious cnergy which, togcther with his un- 
cqualcd tcchnical mastcry and grandeur of expression, was re- 
fiected in all his works, remaincd with him almost to thc day of 
his dcath. At thc age of sixty his fricndship with Vittoria 
Colonna bcgan, which inspircd him to writc poetry. He vyas 
cighty-nine years old and had scrvcd promincntly under nine 
popes whcn he dicd on Fcbruary 18, 1564. Among his fincst 
works, not mcntioncd above, arc the sculptured figures for 
tornbs of Lorcnzo de’ Mediei and Julian de Mediei, in 
Florence; the Madonna and Child, at Bruges, Bclgium; the 
Pictà, in St. Pctcr’s, Roinc; and the bas-rclicf of the Holy 
Family. 


BALBOA 

Vasco Núnez de Balboa, thc discovercr of thc Pacific Occan, 
made his expedition of discovery in an attcmpt to placate his 
sovcrcign, K.ing Fcrdinand V, who had summoncd him to the 
Spanish court to answcr grave chargcs. Balboa was born in 
Spain in 147^ and went to America to seck his fortune when he 
was twcnty-five. After an exploratory trip to Central America, 
he scttlcd in Haiti and became a plantei*. His undertaking was 
so unsucccssful fmancially that he fcll dccply into debt, and in 
order to escape his crcditors he decided to join an expedition 
bound for the settlcment of San Sebastian on thc South Amer¬ 
ican mainland. He conccaled himself in a large cask and was 
carricd off his plantation and placed aboard one of the expedi- 
tion’s vcsscls. San Sebastian was found burned to the ground, 
and so great was the need for all able men that Balboa’s 
shorteomings wcrc forgotten, and he was admitted to thc 
force’s membership as a common soldier. Whcn the entirc 
adventure secmed doomed to failure, he showcd his qualities 
as a leader. At his suggcstion the colony was transferred to 
Darien, where the settlement was more successful. 

In 1513 Balboa rcceived the summons to return to Spain, 
and he resolved to win Ferdinand’s favor by some outstanding 
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Service. He left Darien on September i witli i<,o Spaniards 
(among whom was tlie future conqucror of Peru, Francisco 
Fizarro) 1,000 natives, and a pack of bloodliounds. On the 
twenty-fifth or twenty-sixth day of tliat montli lie rc.idicd a 
summit from which lie vicwcd the body of water that mv.u 
years Iatcr was naincd the Pacific Occan by Fernando Magel¬ 
lan, but which Balboa called the Soutli Sea. On September 
29 Balboa arnvçd on the shorc and took possession of the i.md 
and seas jn the name of Spain. For this lie rcccivcd the titio of 
Adelantado of lhe South Sen and bccaine the governor of 
Panama and Coyba, but lic was rcplaccd at Darien bv a bitter 
enemy, Don Pedro Arias dc Avila. 

Balboa niadc niany expeditions—some say as many as twcnty 
to the Pacific, but this only incrcascd the jcalousv and 
enmity of Don Pedro. The Spanish govcrnmcnt attemptcd to 
bnng about a rcconciliation, and it was even arranged that 
Balboa shotild many Don Pedros daughter. On the occasion 
of anothcr disagreement, howevcr, Don Pedro tricked Balboa 
into dehvcring hitnself up. Balboa was thrown imo prison and 
trumped-up chargcs of treason were lodged against him. He 
was tried, convicted and beheaded in 1517. 


MAGELLAN 

The Portuguesc navigator Fernando MagcIIan, born about 
1480 was the discovercr of the Straits of MagcIIan, the first 
to satl across the Pacific Ocean and the first to attempt circum- 
navigation of the globc. Magellan was brought up as a page boy 
m the court of Qucen Leonor, consort of King John fl of 
Portugal. Under John s successor, King Manuel I, Magellan 
rendered distinguishcd Service in the Indies, and in 1513 joined 
a Portuguese expedition bound for Morocco. In Morocco 
Magellan was woundcd—lamed for life. A charge of trading 
With the Moors led .to the disfavor of King Manuel; subse- 
quently Magellan renounced his nationality and ofTered his 
Services to Spain. 
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Magcllan believed that thc Spice Islands of the East Indies 
could be reached by sailing westward and around the tip of 
South America. After many delays he set sail from Seville on 
August io, 1319, with a fleet of fivc vessels, on what has been 
called the most romantic voyage in history. In Novcmber of 
1520 he complcted the passage through the straits that now 
bear his name. It was a stormy trip and when he came out 
on the smooth watcrs of the occan he gratcfuliy named it the 
Pacific. Howevcr. in spite of thc good sailing, the long trip 
across the vast ocean brought Magellan’s worst fears to pass. 
Thcre were insufTicient provisions, little watcr and rotten 
biscuits. Thc crew was ravaged by scurvy and reduccd to eating 
ox-hidcs, sawduvt and rats. On April 7, 1521, the squadron 
ar ri ve d nt Ccbu in thc hcart of thc Philippines. Magcllan was 
betraycd by tlie nativc sovcreign, who profcssed Christianity 
in order to utilize his Catholic friends. Magcllan undertook 
an expcdition to a ncighboring island to conqucr thc natives 
for the Catholic faith and for the king of Ccbu. He was killed 
by the natives there on April 27, 1521. After the king of Cebu 
had murdered sevcral more leaders of the squadron, the 
Spaniards cscapcd from the Philippines. Thirty-one men of. 
thc original force finally succceded in reaching Seville in the 
T ictoria. thc fir^t ship that ever made a voyage around the 
carth. 

Although Magcllan did not live to complete pcrsonally this 
momentous achicvcmem, which ranks in importance with thc 
discovery of America, he has rcceived just rewards in history. 
His name is listed with the world s great explorers, and the 
largest ocean still bears thc name which he gave it. Magellan 
accomplished what Christophcr Columbus had planned—the 
connecting of western Europe with eastern Asia by direct 
transit over thc western ocean. More than that he had proved 
that the earth was round and that America was not a group of 
islands or a península reaching south from Asia but a con- 
tinent in its own hemisphere. 
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CORTES 


Hernando Cortes, the Spanislt soldier who conqiiered 
México, gave up the study of la»- to seek a liíe of adventure. 
México had been discovcred but not settlcd when Cortes was 
appomted to conqucr the country. IIi, exped.tion landed in 
México on March 4l 1519. His artillerv, ships and horses, all 
ne » to the nativcs, inspired them with such awe that thcv re- 
gatded the Spaniards as gods and sent them presents. Áfter 
fotindmg \ era Cruz and being elected captain-gcncral of the 
colony, Cortes bumed all his ships and went into the interior. 
He defeated the army of the independem republic of Tlaxcala. 
enrolled tt tnto his own small force and continued to the city 
of Mextco , where Montezuma, the emperor, received him with 
honor, believmg him to be a descendant of the sun. The 
Spaniards in their turn, werc deeply impressed bv the magnifi- 
cence of Montezuma’s court, the fabulous wealth of the city 
and the horror of the human sacrificial rites practiced bv the 
natnes. 

Cortes had just fortified himself in one of the palaccs when 
he received tvord that Montezuma had dispatched a force to 
kill his followers remaining in Vera Cruz. When the hcad of 
one of the Spaniards was brought to México City, the illusion 
of their mvulnerability was destroyed, and it became nccessary 
tor Cortes to act quickly and drastically. He took Montezuma 
a . nd L fo f ced to turn over to the Spaniards all 
dntrs »ho had partiapated in the attack on Vera Cruz. He 
ü™, em , e , OI j e the palace gates. In the meantime, a 
Spanish force had landed in México to deprive Cortes of his 
command By the time he had defeated them and returned to 
the capital, he found that the natives had revolted. Montezuma 
was killed by his own people, and the new emperor drove the 
foreigners from the cty. They suffered heavilv until thev were 

3 mu t0 z S ' Ve ba “ C ’ " m . a vlctor >' and recapture México City. 

I he fame of Cortes in Spain reacted first in his fat or and 
then, as the court at Madrid began to fear his ambition and 
popularity, he was deprived of some of his powcr. Eventualh, 
worn out by the struggle with the court powers, he returned to 
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Spain and served as a volunteer in an expedition against the 
Alecrian pirates. It was an unsuccessful campaign, and hence- 
forth Cortes was so neglected that he finally retired from court, 
his proud spirit hurt by some real and some imagmary wrongs. 
He was born in 1485 and died near Seville on December 2, 

1547 - 


PIZARRO 

Francisco Pizarro, the discoverer and conqucror of Peru, was 
born in Spain about 147'- He was an illcgitimate child, and 
facts about his carly life are little known. One account says 
that he was left as a foundling at a church, while another says 
lie would not liavc survived had he not been nurscd by a sow. 
At any rate he obviously was poorly cared for, and reccived a 
mcagcr cducation. IIis first occupation was that of a swinehcrd. 
Pizarro was in the New World in 1510. In 1522 he, together 
with a priest, Ilernando de I.uquc, and a soldier, Diego de 
Almagro, undcrtook an expcdition down the west coast of 
South America. On the sccond trip a few years latcr they 
lcamed defmitely that there wcrc great resourccs in the coun- 
try. Pizario and his followers landed on the island of Gallo, 
and Almagro rctumed to Panama for assistance. The men had 
suflered so much that the governor sent a boat to takc them 
back to Panama. Pizarro drew a linc on the sand with his 
sword and said that to all who crosscd it would come hardships 
of every kind, but that wealth and fainc would also bc theirs. 
Thirteen men crossed to stand by Pi?arro’s side. The wealth 
which thesc men found they took back to Spain to Charles V, 
who gave Pizarro permission to conqucr and govern the new 
territory. One of the provisions of this grant, howcvcr, was that 
Pizarro should raisc within six months a force of 250 men. At 
the end of that time he had less than the required number, and 
fearing that his expcdition would be prevented, he slipped 
away from Spain before the authorities found out the true 
State of affairs. 
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Pizarro embarked from Panama in January, 1531, with a 
force of three vessels and 185 men on the real conqucst of Peru. 
When they arrived they found a civil war in progress. Pizarro 
captured the successful combatant and later released him for a 
ransom of $8,000,000. When this news reachcd Europe it served 
to bnng new men to Pizarro’s side. Hc was made a marquis, 
and in 1535 he established Lima as the capital of his posses- 
sions. Discord between Pizarro and Almagro, which finally 
led to opcn warfarc, brought about Pizarro’s death. Almagro 
was captured and killed, and his friends, reduced to extreme 
poyerty and goaded by hate and jealousy, formed a conspiracy 
to kill the marquis in his palace in Lima. He was assassinated 
on Junc 26, 1541. Pizarro never married, but had two childrcn 
by an Inca princess. 


PONCE DE LEÓN 

Juan Ponce de León was a Spanish explorcr and discovcrer 
wh° searched for the fountain of youth and found Florida. Ile 
was bom about 1460 and first made his way to the New World 
in company with Christophcr Columbus on tliat voyagers 
second trip. He undertook the conqucst of Porto Rico in 1508 
and m 1510 became the governor of the island. 

The Indians apparently talkcd about an island called Bimini, 
ancr there was a story currcnt in Europe about a fountain tvho.se 
waters would guarantee youth. So in ,5,3 Ponce de León set 
satl to find Bimim, on which he hoped to discovcr the miracu- 
lous sprmg. He sighted land on Easter Sunday, March 27, and 
named it Florida after the Spanish name Pascua Florida, 
meamng “flowery Easter.” The spot at which he Ianded was 
just north of modem St. Augustine. He returned to Porto Rico 
and did not undertake another expedition until 1521. Ile was 
severely wounded by an Indian’s arrow and was carricd back 
to Cuba, where he died, not knowing that Florida was a 
península of a great cominem and not an island. 
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COPERNICUS 


The Polish astronomer Nikolaus Copernicus was bom on 

February 19. > 473 . at Toruri in Prussian Poland - Hc studied 
mathcmatical Science at the University of Cracow, acqmred 
some skill in painting, listened to astronomtcal lecmres m 
Bologna, gave lectures himself in 1300, entered medicai school 
in 1501 and took a doctor’s degree in canon law in 1503. 

In addition to these activities, Copernicus found time to 
formulate a new system of astronomy. A treatise setting forth 
his theory that the sun, and not the earth, is the center of the 
universe ivas practically fmished in 1530, but he did not cons ^"J 
to its publication for ten years. The first printed copy reached 
his home in Frauenburg barcly in time to be laid on the writer s 
death bed. Hc ivas stricken with ajx>plc.\y and paralysis in 1542 
and died on May 4, 1343. He ivas fortunately unaware that the 
initial effect of the ivork to ivhich he had devoted his hfe ivas 
marred by a preface, inserted by the German reformer, Andreas 
Osiander, insisting that the reasoning introduced in the treatise 
ivas purcly hypothctical. 


MARTIN LUTHER 

Leader and Symbol of the Protestant revolt against the 
Catholic Church in Gcrmany, Martin Luther was the first 
reformer to cause a large number of pcople in ivcstem Europe 
to break openly with that church. He was bom in Prussian 
Saxony on November io, 1483, and after graduating from the 
University of Erfurt, he became a monk. Two years later he 
ivas ordained a priest and subsequently ivas appointed professor 
of thcology in the University of Wittenbcrg. 

Luther’s break with the church began in 1317. He had 
evolved his oivn doctrine of salvation, opposing the granting of 
“indulgences,” or promises of remission of punishment wliich 
might be meted out to a person after death. It had been the 
custom of the church to grant such boons to those who gave 
money to the church. 4 \ hen papal agents arrived to preach on 
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indulgences, Luthcr postcd on thc church door ninety-five 
theses, offering to debate them with the envov. Two years later. 
in a sermon, he denied thc doctrine of papal infallibility and 
asscrted thc right of every individual to intcrpret the Scriptures 
as he saw fit. 

In 1520 Pope Leo X cxcommunicatcd Luthcr and requested 
Charles V, the Holy Roman Empcror, to punish hini as a 
heretic. Luther, howcvcr, was able to defv both pope and cm* 
peror. For a ycar he remained in scclusion and in that time 
he made a translation into German of the New Testament, the 
inspiration of the Reformation. Then he set about organizing 
his new church. Hc spoke to the people in their own language 
instead of Latin which had been used so long. His doctrine^ 
included thc renunciation of celibacy and asceticism and, in 
^525? married Katharina von Bora, a nun who had becomc 
one of his followers. 

1° *555» a ^ tcr a protracted period of civil war in Germanv 
between Catholics and Lutherans, thc religion of the latter 
was given official recognition as a legal fonn of worship, but 
each German princc was cmpowercd to choosc thc church 
to which he and his people would belong. Protestant churches 
were set up in many places, especially in northern Germanv 
and in Scandinavia. Luther died on February 17, 1546, leaving 
Christendom divided into two opposing camps. 


SAINT IGNATIUS DE LOYOLA 

A broken leg was the indircct médium by which Saint 
Ignatius de Loyola, founder of thc Society of Jesus (or Jesuits), 
was transformed from a tough soldier into a devoted priest. 
Ignatius, who was bom in Spain in 1491, grew up in the court 
of Ferdinand and Isabella, rulers of Castile and Aragon. A 
cannon bali gave him the broken leg while fighting in their 
army. During his long convalesccnce he rcad a lifc of Christ 
and was thereby convcrted to a new way of living. 

Ignatius gave his court garb to a beggar and put on sackcloth. 
His numerous hardships during the next few years, which were 
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frau‘ r ht with misunderstanding for his zeal, endcd finally in 
Paris, whcrc he took his Mastcr of Arts degree in 1535. Mean- 
while he had gathered around him a group of followers to 
whom hc gavc his Spirtiual Excrcises and who formed thc 
núcleos of thc Socicty of Jesus. Thcsc spiritual soldiers as- 
semblcd on August 15, 1534- taking the vows of P° ver ‘ y . a „ 
chastity. The little band was organized m 1539 and ofhcially 
established as a religious orcler by Pope Paul III on Scptembcr 
27, 1540- At Ignatius’s death its membership had increased to 
2,000, its vvorkcrs scattercd over thc whole world. Ignatius 
remained in Rome to write the Constitutions of the order. He 
dicd on July 31, 1556, was beatified in 1609, canonized in 
1622. Thc Socicty of Jesus was a good deal like the modem 
Salvation Army. Its greatest achicvemcnt lay in stimulatmg 
education. 


HENRY VIII 

The six marriages of Henry VIII, king of England, were not 
solcly romantic adventures; there were also political complica- 
tions which were at least in part responsible for thc kings 
frequent change of wives. Henry was interested in thc greatness 
of England and in his own pleasure. By coincidence his 
personal aims at times forwarded the cause of the nation. He 
was born on Junc 28, 1491, and succeeded to the throne in 
i -,09. Plis first marriage, made during the carly months of his 
rcign, was to Catherinc of Aragon, an aunt of the German 
emperor. 

Catherinc was his brothcr's widow; ncverthcless the union 
lasted for cightecn ycars before thc possibility of its illegality 
began to trouble Henry. His conccrn was furthcr aggravated 
bccause there was no male heir to the throne and becausc hc 
was in lo ve with one of the ladies-in-waiting, Annc Bolcyn. In 
1533 his marriage to Catherinc was declared null and his secret 
marriage to Anne made public a few days later. Since thcsc 
decisions were not rccognized by the pope, the lattcr’s authority 
in England was set aside by an act of Parliament, and Henry 
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was declared supreme hcad of thc church in England. Thus 
was accomplished thc ccclcsiastical rcvolution wliich distin- 
guished thc rcign of Ilenry VIII. Mis rule was also notable for 
improvemcnt of English naval powcr, thc complete Union of 
Wales with England, thc convcrsion of Ircland into a kingdom, 
Henry’s patronage of thc arts, and his devclopmcnt of thc 
parliamentary system of govcrnmcnt. 

Anne Boleyn, whosc child was to bc Quecn Eli/abcth, was 
condemned to death in 1536 on chargcs of adultcry. Ilcr suc- 
cessor was Jane Seymour, who bccamc thc mothcr of Edward 
VI and dicd a few days after his birth. Ilenry \s happiness over 
a mtrle heir was somcwhat dimmcd by sorrow over Jane. but 
he soon rcsolved to marry again. The lord high chambcrlain, 
Thomas Cromwell, recommended Anne of Clcves. The mar- 
riage proved unnccessary politically and, more hnportant to 
Henry, Anne was unattractivc physically. Besidcs, he was in 
love with Catherine Iloward. Anne was divorced. and Crom¬ 
well was beheaded despite his piteous pleas for mcrcy. Thc 
second Catherine, of whom Henry was gcnuincly fond, proved 
untrue and was brought to the block in 1542. Hcnry’s sixth 
wife was Catharine Parr, a lady of merit and a patronesss of 
learning. Shc continucd at the king’s side until his death on 
January 28, 1547. 


FRANÇOIS RABELAIS 

The date of thc birth of the French author François Rabclais 
varies with diflerent authorities betwcen 1483 and 1495. Hc 
entered a Franciscan monastery in 1519, where hc studicd and 
read widely. After leaving there he entered the Bcncdictine 
brotherhood for a short time. He cultivatcd all thc Sciences of 
his time and cventually took the degrec of Doctor of Medicine. 
He was in Montpellier, in Lyons, in Rome and in Paris at 
various periods of his life, and to his home, wherever it was, 
came the lcarned of his day. He was generous with his money 
and his medicai skill. His death is supposed to have occurred 
on April 9, 1553. 
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The litcrary monuments of Rebelais are Gargantun and 
Pantagrucl. which together form a great humorous story. Of 
the first edilion of Pantagrucl Rabclais said more copies were 
sold in itvo months than of thc Bible in nine years. In his books 
Rabclais permitted himself unusual frankness of language and 
imagery. The Sorbonnc censured bis works and the Parliamcnt 
at onc time snspended their sale. Yet they have lived because 
of the wide Innnan sympathy and fun that they contain. 


BENVENUTO CELLINI 

Tiie piqnant life of Benvenuto Ccllini, Italian artist, ivas a 
series of brawls and flights, intrigues and cnmities, imprison- 
ments and rcconciliations, love affairs and escapes therefrom 
a pattern studdcd with the brilliant gems of his own Creative 
genins. llis father and mother had bccn married for twenty- 
onc years before the boy was bom on November i, 1500; the 
name Benvenuto means “the weleome onc.' Although the elder 
Cellini wantcd his son to be a musician, taught him to play 
upon the finte, thc lad took no pleasure in music and was 
apprenticed to a goldsmith at thc age of fiftecn. He had already 
attractcd attention in his native city of Florcnce when he be- 
camc mvolved in a brawl and was foreed to flee to Siena, 
where hc was apprenticed to anothcr goldsmith. 

Cellini took up residcnce in Romc in 1519 and entered the 
Service of the pope who had thc greatest admiration for his 
talents, and for whotn hc tnade a brooch on which a diamond 
was set to represem a throne on which God sat surrounded 
by angcls. The artist’s life was once more interrupted by 
violence when hc avenged his brothcr's death by killing the 
murderer. Ncxt he was foreed to leave Rome to escape the 
consequenccs of a fray with a notary. IIc was not reinstated as 
engraver of the Mint until thc asccnsion of a ncw pope, Paul 
III. Thc plots of a natural son of Paul III foreed Cellini to 
retreat to Florcnce and Vcnicc, but he was restored once more. 
Several years later he was imprisoncd on charges of embezzling 
gems from the pontifical tiara; there must have been insuffi- 
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cient evidence to support the accusations because hc was 
released. He passed some time at the court of Francis I of 
France, but the intrigues of the king's mistress so discrusted him 
that he retired to Florence in 1543. He died there on February 
I57i. 

Among CellinFs noted works of art nou* in «dstence are a 
bronze statue of Perseus Holding the lícad of Medusa: a bronze 
Nymph made for Francis I; coins for the papal and riorentine 
States; two silver reliefs in the Yatican Library, Romc; bronzes 
for doorways; a saltccllar of gold and enamel, made for Francis 
I; and a medal of Cardinal Pietro Bembo, nou* in the Metro¬ 
politan Museum, New York. Many of his creations have been 
destroyed. He began his autobiography in Florence in 1558; 
this book is one of the most singular and fascinating in the 
world, showing him as the most boastful artist who ever 
lived, yet a most attractive rascai. He also wrote treatises on 
the goldsmith’s art, on sculpture, and on design. One of 
CellinTs best points was his tremendous respect for Michel- 
angelo. 


TITIAN 

\ enetian richness of color and joy in material things reach 
their height in Titian. In his first paintings, under the influence 
of Giorgione, an earlier Venetian painter, his treatrnent of 
form is still timid. Later there is increasing fervor and bold- 
ness his rapid brush strokes foreshadowing modem French 
technique. 

Tiziano \ ecellio, callcd Titian, was born at Picvc di C.adore, 
in the Venetian Alps, about 1477. Hc studied with Giovanni 
Bellini at Venice, then entered Giorgione’s studio. Betwecn 
1514 and 1519 he was at Ferrara, working at the brilliant court 
of Alphonso d’Este, husband of charming, notorious Lucrezia 
Borgia. He retumed to Vcnice but in 1329 was callcd to 
Bologna by Emperor Charles V, whom he portrayed scveral 
times, once on horseback—a model for subsequent equestrian 
portraits. He also did portraits that are penctrating psycho- 
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logical studies such as those of Pope Paul III, and The Man 
wilh lhe Glove. Titian painted classical and allegorical sub- 
jects, too, of which SacrÇd and Profane Love is a supreme 
example, and religious paintings like the Assumption of lhe 
Virgin and The Entombment. He died at Vcnice on August 
17, ! 576. 


JOHN CALVIN 

The reformcr John Calvin, whose companions nicknamed 
him the “Accusative,” was a Frenchman. bom on July 10, 1509. 
He found carly that his maiii intercsts were rcligion and 
theology, although at first hc did not accept Protestant opin- 
ions. Hc gradually entered the ranks of Protcstantism, to which 
he rendcred the Services of systematizing its doctrinc and or- 
ganizing its ecclcsiastical discipline. Pcrsecution of Protcstants 
was sevcre, and for scveral ycars Cal\'in led a nomadic life. In 
1536 he bccamc a lcadcr in the reformation of the church at 
Gcncva. I lis work tlierc was punctuated by an interval in 
Strasbourg, during which hc married. Calvin died in Gcneva on 
May 27, 1564. 

The reformcr was involved in many disputes, all of which hc 
prosecutcd with zeal. One resulted in the brcaking up of a very 
warm friendship. Another ended in his opponenFs being ban- 
ished from Gencva. Tlic most notablc incident involved 
Michael Servctus, a man whose views Calvin held in ab- 
horrcnce. Servctus was imprisoned by Calvin’s order and after 
a trial was burncd at the stake. 


JOHN KNOX 

John Knox, who was bom about 1505, was the leading spirit 
of the Reformation in Scotland. Hc bccamc an avowed re- 
former in 1542, and by 1547 he was recognizcd as a powcrful 
preacher against papacy. As a rcsult of his religious views he 
was at one time imprisoned in France, where hc served as a 
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galley slave for ninetcen months. After his releasc he lived in 
England and then in Geneva, whcre he was burned in elfigy 
as a heretic. 

In 1559 Knox rcturned to Scotland. Whcn civil war brokc 
out between the papists and thc reformers, he was thc leadcr 
of the latter group. After the intcrvention of England estab- 
ltshed the reformed religion in Scotland in 1560, comparativo 
peace reigned until Mary, Queen of Scots, asccndcd tire 
throne. Then there were frequent controvcrsies between Knox 
and thc Crown, during one of which he was arrested for 
treason. He was utterly fearless, and his vehcmencc in public 
discourses constantly caused him trouble, bringing him a tur- 
bulent carcer that contrasts strongly with his naturaily prudent, 
peaceful disposition. He died on Novembcr 24, 1572. The 
History of the Refonnation in Scotland is the most remarkablc 
of the books that he wrote. 


QUEEN ELIZABETH 

Elizabeth, the daughter of England s King Hcnry VIII and 
Anne Boleyn, the second of his six wives, was born on Septcm- 
ber 7 » 1533 - VVhen Henry had his marriage with Anne Boleyn 
declared invalid and had Anne bcheaded, Elizabeth, then tlirec 
years old, lost her claim to the throne and her legitimacy as 
well. A fcw years latcr, howcvcr, an act of Parliamcnt, subsc- 
quent y confirmed in Hcnry’s will, declared her next in suc- 
cession after her younger brother, Edward, and her elder 
sister, Mary. 

Early in her life Elizabeth acquired a firm Protestantism and 
a faculty for statesmanship. During thc five-ycar rcign of her 
sister she was prudent cnough to acccpt Catholicism when it 
was made law. She once was imprisoned, but soon after was 
restorcd to the queens good graces. Her proximity -to the 
throne constituted a danger to her life in those times, and she 
observed a discreet retirement. 

Mary’s death on November 17, 1558, and EIizabeth’s acces- 
ston to thc throne, were the occasion for rejoicing by rnany 
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Englishmen, for Mary’s reign, with its foreign cntanglements 
and bloody persecutions at home, had not becn a popular one. 
Elizabeth, the most purely English sovcreign m 500 years, 
seemed to promise a new era of national self-cxpression. Her 
subsequent rule in part fulfilled those promises. Under her, 
English diplomacy frced itself from foreign domination; n was 
during her reign that England's rcputation as a naval power 
was established when, in 1588, the English navy, with the aid 
of a mighty, providential storm, defeated the Spanish Armada; 
and English literature reached its greatest heights. 

Elizabeth, endowcd by nature with handsome features, was 
aecomplished and witty, a magnificent danccr. Neither her 
ministers nor her people could induce her to marry. Gossip had 
it that a physical defect precluded the possibility of marriage. 
The horrible psychological conditions surrounding her child- 
hood are a more likely cause. Thcre were, however, several 
favorites with whom her name was linked. Most famous of 
those was the Earl of Essex who was thirty-three years her 
junior. This affair was a stormy one and ended with his execu- 
tion after he had apparcntly attempted an insurrection. Still 
single, and lonely, she died on March 24, 1603. 


MARY, QUEEN OF SCOTS 

The popular conception of Mary, Queen of Scots, is that she 
was a young and bcautiful girl, cruelly condemned to die by a 
merciless woman, Queen Elizabeth. Actually Mary had at one 
time schemed to takc the throne of England from Elizabeth 
and plotted against that quccns life, crimes punishable then, 
as today, by death. Mary, the daughter of King James \ of 
Scotland, was born on December 7, 1542. Her father died soon 
after she was bom, and when she was still a small child, Mary 
was sent to the court of France. Thcre she was cducated by the 
best tutors, trained in the Roman Catholic faith and betrothed 
to the cldest son of the king of France. When he was fifteen 
and she was sixtcen, they were married with elaborate cere- 
mony at the cathedral at Reims. Upon the French king’s death 
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a yc-ar latcr, thc young couplc ascendcd thc thronc. It was at 
this pcriod schcmes were madc to sccurc thc crown of England. 

After the death of her husband, Mary returned to Scotlanc!. 
She married her cousin. Henry Stewart, Lord Darnley, but 
refused to grant hini the titlc of king. Their marriage was an 
unhappy one. Darnley. jcalous of Mary’s confidcntial sccretarv. 
an Italian named Rizzio. had him killed. Thcrc was a bric; 
pciiod of reconciliation whcn their son was born on June i*.. 
1566, but the next year the house where Darnley Jay ili oi 
small-pox was mysteriously blown up while Mary was at a bali. 
It is believed that hc had becn warned of thc danger and 
attempted to escape. IIc was found dead in an adjacent garden. 
Mary s part in this was never entirely proved, but cveryonc 
suspected one of her advisers. thc Earl of Bothwcll. Thrcc 
months later she married Bothwell, and thc Scottish lord-. 
long discontented, rose in re\olt. Thcy besieged Botlnvcll - 
castle, from which Mary cscapcd in boy’s clothing. She m.i- - 
captured, however, and severely mistreated, threatcncd with 
assassination and forced to abdicate. She cscapcd from prisen 
with the hclp of a sixteen-ycar-old page boy. She organized an 
army, which was soon dcféated, and thcn fled to England and 
threw herself upon the mercy of Queen Elizabcth. She rc- 
mained in prison for the rest of her lifc. Shortly before thc 
Spaniards attacked England, she was found guilty of plotting 
Elizabeth s assassination and condemned to death. The execu- 
tion took place on the morning of Fcbruary 8, 1587. One 
account says that Mary, dramatic to the last, worc a black robe 
to . the scaftold, which when removed, revcalcd an under robe 
of brilliant scarlet. 


SIR WALTER RALEIGH 

Sir Walter Raleigh, English statesman, cxplorer and author. 
was born in 1552 near Budleigh Salterton Bay. Political scrvicc 
m Ireland gained him favor with Queen Elizabeth. He was 
knighted in 1584 and in that year began a series of coloniza- 
tions in the New World. His first body of colonists landed on 
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Roanoke Island, North Carolina, the following year. After 
scvcral unsuccessful attempts at cstablishing colomes, Sir 
Walter abandoned this project. Hc was in disgrace because of 
an alTair with onc of thc qucerTs maids of honor, for which he 
was imprisoncd. But this did not last long. In 1595 he madc his 
first voyage to South America to look for gold. Upon his return 
thc qucen partially forgave him and he wrote The Discovene 
of Guiana. The following year he took part in the destruction 
of a Spanish ílcet at Cadiz. After Essex's downfall, Raleigh was 
once more in complete favor with Qucen Elizabcth. 

During the reign of James I, Raleigh was accused as an ac- 
complice in conspiracies against thc government. He was scnt 
to the Towcr of London on July 19, 1603, and sentcnced to 
dcath. Whilc in prison he wrote thc one published volume of 
his Ilistory of the World. After fourtccn ycars hc was rcleased 
upon his claim that he could fmd gold in South America with- 
out entrenching upon the Spaniards settlcd therc. However, hc 
failed to avoid conflict with them and, upon his return to Eng- 
land, was exccuted for piracy on Octobcr 29, 1618. 


WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE 

l he grcatcst figure in English literature, William Shake- 
spcarc, was an intellcctual rebel against the highly restrictive 
conventions of a dccaying feudal System. A lusty, sometimes 
bawdy, purveyor of popular cntertainmcnt, his peculiar quali- 
tics of wisdom, wit, imagination, pathos and, above all, deep 
knowledge of csscntial, universal Man, have caused his works 
to bccome enshrincd as a pattern of pcrfcction, departurcs 
from which are acceptcd most guardedly. 

Of the man very little is known with any degrec of certainty. 
His very existence has bccn qucstioncd by some scholars. How¬ 
ever, it can reasonably bc acceptcd as a fact that he was born 
at Stratford-on-Avon in thc year of his baptism which was 
registcrcd on April 26, 1^6^ It is probable that his only formal 
education was received at a frec grammar school in thc town. 
Only guesses trace his life between that time and his marriage, 
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at the age of eighteen, to Ann Hathaway who bccamc thc 
mother of his three children. At twenty-two, he joincd the 
Blackfriars Theater in London, whose company actcd under 
royal patronage. A year latcr hc became its proprietor. He 
seems to have prospered, for in 1597 he bouglit some land 
and the principal house in Stratford. 

In the years betwccn 1590 and 1610 he wrote and produeed 
most of his piays. Comedies and histories wcre the main 
produet of the first decade, tragedies of the second. In the 
whole period he wrote most of the thirty-four piays tliat are 
ascnbed to him. Il was during that time, also, lhat he wrote 
most of his poems—two long narrativo pieces and at least 154 
sonnets. Examples of Shakespearc’s comedies are: Thc Aler- 
chant of Vcnice, Merry II'ives of Windsor, Twclfth Night, and 
As You Like It; Richard III, Henry II', Julius Cacsar, and 
Antony and Cleópatra are among thc best known of the his¬ 
tories; while the great tragedies includc Hamlct, Macbcth, 
Othello, and Kini> Lear. 

His works wcre highly regarded during his lifetime but his 
extraordinary genius was not given universal rccognition until 
many decades had elapsed. Now his works are accordcd super¬ 
lative rank in scveral of thc foreign languages imo which they 
have been translated. It was a produetive and highly significant 
life that was ended with his death at Stratford 011 Anril 
1616. 


FRANCIS BACON 

Sii Francis Bacon, Baron Verulam and Viscount St. Albans, 
was a philosopher, statesman, and author. Ile was born in 
London, January 22, 1561. After being admitted to the bar in 
1582, Francis Bacon advanced rapidly to a scat in Parliament. 
He was befnended by thc Earl of Essex, but (for a fee of 
£1200, it is said) he betrayed that friendship by serving as 011c 
of Queen Elizabeths attomeys in Essex’s trial for high treason. 
Bacon’s speeches were influential in obtaining the EarFs execu- 
tion. 
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Bacon was knighted upon James Es succession to the throne; 
his progrcss in politics was more rapid; and eventual y he be- 
came lord chanccllor, the head of the English legal system. 
VVithin three years hc was accused and convicted of takmg 
bribes Later hc was pardoned but not restorcd to Parhament 
or to the court. He thcn turned to writing and ph.losophy, win- 
ning ncw and permanent fame. He died on April 9, 1626. 

Bacon’s personality was paradoxical; he was capable of 
composing a brilliant work such as The Advancement of Learn- 
ine and thcn presiding in the king’s torture chambcr. H.s 
Novum Orçanum, written in 1620, was the most famous prose 
work of the age. The method of scicntific experimentatton 
which it outlined is in common usage today. The name Novum 
Oreanum means "The Ncw Instrument,” and Bacon mdicated 
by this name that hc was presenting a ncw method of logic to 
supplcmcnt the method described by Anstotle m his treatise 
on logic, the Orgaiwn (known in Latin as the Organum). 

In his New Atlantis, Bacon described an ideal State. His 
short Essavs are probably better known than his other works. 

Manv controversics have arisen over the claim, advanced 
from time to time, that Bacon wrote some of the plays which 
we know as Shakespcare’s. Therc is no foundation for these 
claims. 


DESCARTES 

Rcnc Descartes, philosophcr and pioncer in modern mathe- 
maties, was born in the Tourainc provincc in Francc on March 
31, 1596, and was sent to a Jcsuit school at the age of eight. He 
was never a profcssional mathcmatician, but rather a seientist- 
philosophcr. In 1628 hc settled in Holland. He soon became 
very popular. The last few months of his life wcre passed in 
Sweden tcaching his philosophy to Quccn Christina. The quecn 
preferred her lessons at five o’clock in the morning. 1 liese 
early hours and the severity of the Swedish winter proved fatal 
to the nonc-too-robust philosophcr. He died in Stockholm on 
February 11, 1650. 
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Descartes had a passion for clarity and logical deduction and 
at the same time was a Ioyal Catholic attaclied to traditional 
theology. This paradox was resolved imo a system of tliought 
which gained' Descartes thc designation of father of modem 
philosophy. His system of dividing the world imo thc separate 
entities of the body and thc soul is known as the dtialistic 
system and is the basis for two divergem theories of currcnt 
thought materialism and idealism. As an amateur mathe- 
matician he invented analytic geometry and published it as an 
appendix to a book of philosophy. 


C ERVANTES 


Spain s most eminent contribmion to universal literature 
Miguel de Cervantes Saavedra, lived and wrote in thc period 
of his country‘s greatest intellcctual and political power. The 
novelist was born in 1547 (thc cxact date is not known) in New 
Castile, of noblc, but not wcalthy parents. Ile was cducatcd at 
the University of Salamanca and later at Madrid. His formal 
studies were impeded by his propensity for versification but 
privately he read far bcyond the limits of his curriculum. 

When he was twenty-one he went to seck his fortune in 
Home. In the following year he enlisted as a private for the 
relief of Cyprus which was under siege by the Turks. In the 
Battle of Lepanto he rcceived a wound which left him without 
the use of his left hand. In 1575, returning to Spain, he was 
captured by the Moors and for five years he was held prisoner 
m Algiers. Four years after his release, he married and settlvd 
m Madrid. 


In 1584 his first novel Galatea was published, winning 
moderate praise. At about this time he wrote several dramas 
none of which was favorably received by the critics. The first 
Part of his Don Quixote was published in 1605. It was an im- 
mediate success. One of the greatest novels in all literature, it 
depicts a comic clash of dreams and reality. Although Cer- 
vantes had written it to “expose to the contempt thcy deserved, 
the extravagant and silly tales of chivalry,” his sympathies 
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were patcntly with the dreamcr. Several years later thcre ap- 
pcared a spurious scqucl to thc novel, which Cervantes re- 
pudiated. In 1615 he presented his own sequei which, contrary 
to general rulc, was deemed by many to be greater than his 
first part. It won universal applausc. 

Throughout most of his later years he rcceivcd financial 
assistance from powerful friends and thus was kept from actual 
want although he remaincd almost a pauper to thc end of his 
life. IIc dicd on the same day that Shakcspcarc did, April 23, 
1616. 


EL GRECO 


No one ever painlcd thc torturcd soul of Spain better than 
her adopted son El Grcco, with his clongated forms and rapt 
faces. Hc was a Grcek, born on Crctc about 1541, and his real 
name was Domcnico Thcotocopuli. Vct hc was a inodern; we 
must not cxpcct to find in his paintings thc calm of ancient 
Grcek artists likc Phidias and Praxitcles. Hc bclongs rather 
with mystic painters such as William Blakc and \incent Van 
Gogh and mystic reformeis such as Loyola, the Jcsuit. 

Littlc is known about his lifc. In 1570 he was in \ cnice, 
Italy, and must have studicd with some Vcnctian painters, 
probably Jacopo Bassano and Titian. IIc scttlcd at Toledo, 
Spain, about 1375 and remaincd thcre until his death, April 
7, 1614. Among his fmcsl works are flamc-likc religious compo- 
sitions such as Thc Trinity, Thc Coronation 0/ lhe Virgin, The 
Crucifixion, Thc Agony in lhe Gardcn, twcnty paitings show- 
ing St. Francis, Thc liurial of Count d'Orgaz, and remarkablc 
portraits sTrch as Brother Fclix Ilortcnsio Palavicino and 
Cardinal Nino de Guevara, also several breathtaking land- 
scapes of the country around Toledo. 


GALILEO 

Although his father attempted to confine his son's interest 
to the field of medicine, Galileo Galilei overheard by accident 
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a geometry lcsson which turncd his attention to mathcmatics. 
The Italian astronomer was born in Pisa on February 15, 1564. 
While studying medicine he had discovercd the isochronism of 
the pendulum, i.e., the regularity of its bcat, which iie applied 
to timing the human pulse. As a mathematical lccturer at the 
University of Pisa, Galileo cstablished tlie first principies of 
dynamics by demonstrating from the famous Leaning Power 
that bodies of diffcrcnt wcights fali witli cqual velocities. His 
sarcasm toward people who disagreed with tliis theory madc 
him unpopular, and be resigned from tlie university in 1591. 
In 1592 he was appointed to the chair of mathcmatics in 
Padua, 

Galileo’s tclescopic discovcrics wcre his most importam con- 
tnbution to Science. On January 7, 1610, the astronomer com- 
pleted a tclescope, less powerful tlian our opera glasses today, 
with which he saw JupitePs satellitcs for the lirsl time. IIc alsò 
saw the spots on the sun, which shon ed that tlie sun revolved. 
In that same year he abandoned Padua for Florcnce and the 
following year bc visited Rome with his tclescope. 

Early in his thinking, Galileo adopted the Copcrnican theory 
that the sun was the ccntcr of the universe, but fear of ridicule 
prevented his advocating it. In 1613, howevcr, he adopted a 
more decided starid and the papal aulhorities took noticc of 
discrepancies between this doctrine and some passages of 
Scripture. The scientist was warncd not to hold, teach or 
defend the condemned theory. He was unsucccssfu! in obtain- 
mg a revocation of this dccree, and finally, cncouraged by his 
friends he published in 1630 A Dialogue Conccrning lhe Two 
Great Systems of the World, which brought down a storm on 
his head. Witliin threc years he was summoncd to Rome. 
Under threat of torture, which the authoritics never intended 
to infiict, the old man recantcd his statements. Ile was per- 
mitted to return to Florence, where he passed the next cight 
years in seclusion, a prcscribed condition of his comparativo 
freedom. 

The astronomer continued to study and work in spite of 
blindness, which carne in 1637. He dicd of a slow fever on 
January 7, 1642. 



HENRY HUDSON 


Records of the birth of Henry Hudson, navigator and ex- 
plorer, have been lost. A written agreement betwcen him and a 
group of Dutch merchants, in which he is refcrred to as Henry 
Hudson, Englishman,” settles the question of his nationality. 
He was probably about forty when he was placed in command 
of the Half Moon, a ship owned by Amsterdam merchants, 
and commissioned to fmd a north-east passage around Europe 
to the Far East. Hudson himself thought the western route 
more promising. The ship left Amsterdam on March 25, 1609. 
When it struck a solid ice pack, the crew mutmied, and 
Hudson, knowing he could not reach China that way and 
decidinç to follow his own plans, stecrcd south and west. His 
courage was comparablc to that of Christopher Columbus for 
while he must have known that there was some sort of land to 
the west, he had no conception of its size nor of the size of the 


Pacific Ocean. 

Four months later the Half Moon reachcd land which was 
dcscribcd in the log book as “low white sandy ground. It is 
belicvcd that Hudson landed at what is now known as Sandy 
Hook. Next the voyagers discovered a ‘-great stream the 
rivcr which now bears Hudson’s name. His ship ivas the first 
to sail up its course, and to him belongs the honor of discovcr- 
!ng and exploring it. At first he must have bclieved that it was 
a means of reaching China, since the tidc flowed far inland 
and the water was salty for the first few days'sail. ' Vhen ' c s ^ 
his mistake, he continucd to explore, sendmg a small boat 
probably as far as Albany, New York. He traded f°r furs w.th 
the Indians and determincd to try to appcase his employers; for 
not discovering China by telling them of the immensc cora- 
mercial value of the land hc had found. 

Hudson, however, considered his voyage a f “! “ rC ’ h j" 1C f 
had not fòund China. Finally he obtamed another ship for a 
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sick sailors adrift m a boat on Hudson Bay (which he had 
explored and which was Iater named for him) and took the 
sh! P successfully back to England. The boat of abandoned 
men was never hcard from again. 


ROGER WILLIAMS 

Rogcr Williams was as great a liberal as the founder of 
Pennsyh-ama, Wilham Penn, but hc was more impetuous 
Williams the founder of RI,ode Island, was born in Wales in 
1599 and d,cd in Providcncc, Rhode Island, in April ,C8 í Hc 
was educated at Cambridge University, became a noncon- 
formist m mister, and carne to the Massachusetts Bay colony in 

^« 1Ca f m r ?'• E CCtCd paSt0r ° f the Salcm =l'urch, his doc- 
trines of rehgious toleration found little favor in the stern 

coTom" C °fi Tvr'^'- IIc l U0S P ersccutc d and driven from the 
iHmer T ', 6 36 . Mak.ng h.s way througl. the wilderness in mid- 
winter, lie bought land from the Indians, and began the settle- 
ment tliat hc called Providence. 

Williams’ relations with the Indians wcrc always friendly 
He studied their languages and tried to teach tliem the Biblc 
Un a voyage to England to procure a charter for his new colony 

‘V° the Lan 5““g<- of America. In London he 
pubhshed his book on tolerance, The Bloody Tenent of Persc- 

friend of°M-p UIe °J ^ onscience Discussed. Williams was a 
Puritan lefdér° n ’ C 61 P ° et ’ 3nd OHvCr Crom "' cI1 . «he 


WILLIAM PENN 

Penn was an English Quaker who founded Pennsylvania, onc 
of the first commonwealths in America to establish religious 
toleration. William Penn was bom in London on October 1 , 
Ib 44 - Becausc of his father’s Services to the Stuarts he stood 
igh m the favor of the king. In payment of a debt owed his 
latner, Penn accepted the tract of land west of the Delawarc 
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River which the king namcd Pennsylvania, meaning “Penn’s 
Woodland.” He drew up a plan of government for his colony 
and published A Brief Account of the Province of Pennsyl¬ 
vania, setting forth the advantagcs of settlcmcnt there: perfect 
libcrty to worship God, easy purchasc of lands, and a demo- 
cratic assembly. 

Penn visited his colony in 1682. Ile established fair treatment 
of the Indians, foundcd his capital city, Philadelphia, and 
promoted laws far in advance of his age in liberality and 
humancness. After two years hc retumed to England. There, 
too, he worked for tolerance. From 1699 to 1701 he was again 
in America. He was imprisoncd sevcral times during his long, 
useful life. Penn dicd at Rushcourt, England, on July 30, 1718. 


RICHELIEU 

Armand Jean du Plessis de Richclicu, French statesman, was 
described as a man whosc chief ally was his own personality. 
Hc was stern and august and possessed a will of iron. Although 
hc was not strong physically, his frail body wrapped in the red 
robes of a cardinal commanded rcspcct and obediencc even 
from thosc who hatcd and feared him. Hc lived in splendor 
after his polities proved profitable financially. Richclicu was 
cagcr for literary fame, but his support of men of letters, 
notably Pierrc Corneille, was more important than his own 
writings. Ile foundcd the Frcnch Acadcmy and erccted build- 
ings for the Sorbonne. 

Richclicu, born on Septcmbcr 9, 1585, was consccratcd as a 
bishop in 1607, although hc had to obtain a dispensation from 
the pope bccause hc was under canonical age. Hc was made a 
cardinal in 1622. He finally managed to insinuate himself into 
the favor of the quccn mother, Marie de’ Mediei, and after a 
series of varying fortunes at court, hc became chief minister 
of Louis XIII in August of 1624. For the next eighteen years 
he worked tirelessly to make the royal power, which was in 
reality his own power, absolute at home and abroad. Fie suc- 
cceded in conquering completcly and without scrious opposi- 
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tion his two outstanding enemies in Francc: the Huguenots 
(French Protestants) and the feudal nobility. His powcr re- 
ceived an acid test, however, when Marie de’ Mediei tumed 
against him, according to rumor, because of unrequited pas- 
sion. On the occasion known as the “Day of Dupcs” Louis led 
his mother to believe that he was going to dismiss Cardinal 
Richelieu, but in the evening he sem for Richclicu and assured 
him of cominued support and favor. Since Marie de’ Mediei 
failcd to be reconciled with the cardinal, she left Paris and was 
forbidden to rcturn. 

The next thrcat to Richelieu came from the king's brothcr 
who was supported by Henri, the duke of Montmorenci’ 
Richelieu had the duke sent to the block, thus exccuting a first 
noble of France and the last of a family famous for seven 
centuries. Abroad the cardinaPs policy, a network of political 
intrigue aimed to weaken the enemies of France, was as in- 
nexible as at home. The powcrful ininister died on Decetnbcr 
4» 1642. 


OLIVER CROMWELL 

Little is known of the early life of Olivcr Cromwcll, Lord 
Protector of England. He was bom at Huntingdon on April 25, 
‘ 599 - His education was under Puritan teachcrs. Although 
some biographcrs have crcdited him with being a wild and 
profhgatc youth, othcrs assert that there was no foundation for 
this and that he was only boisterous and not cxtraordinarily 
studious. He probably studied law, and in 1620 he married. 
For some ycars he was unablc to decide on his religious bclicfs. 
Ultimatcly, however, he was complctely convcricd, and for the 
rest of his hfe he was deeply pious. He was clected to Parlia- 
ment in 1628, wherc he was more interested in matters per- 
tammg to Puritan affairs than purely political issues. Tlicre 
were mdications that he was early dissatisfied with the rule of 
King Charles I, and tradition has it that he once intended to 
unmigrate to New England. 

When the Irish insurrection of 1641 broke out, Cromwcll 
proposed that Parliament should assume control of the militia 
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and subsequcntly he became the recognizcd lcader of the army. 
When that body clamorcd for the death of Charles, Cromwell 
at first hesitatcd but finally declarcd, “I tell you we will cut 
oíT his head with his crown upon it.” He was the leader in all 
the events lcading up to the king’s cxccution on January 30, 
1649. With the abolition of the monarchy, the Commonwcalth 
was faced with a serious situation. In putting down the Irish 
revolt Cromwell ordered the massacre of a garrison of 2,800 
men at Dublin, an act whose unhappy political consequcnces 
have continued to modern times. It was also neccssary for the 
Scots to be coerced into obcdiencc. 

Thcn therc remaincd the problem of establishing a perma- 
nent constitutional govcrnmcnt. On Dcccmbcr 16, 1653, Crom- 
wcll assumed the titlc of Protector, but his Parliamentary 
difficulties proved too great for him. Ile failed to transform 
the military State into a civil onc, and on Fcbruary 4, 1658, he 
dissolved his last Parliamcnt. His conduct of the nation’s 
forcign aíTairs has never bccn approved. He made England 
feared by force of arms, but he did not understand European 
polities. Ile dicd on Septcmbcr 3, 1658. The controvcrsy which 
ensued upon the crcction of a statue to his memory in Wcst- 
minster in 1899 showcd how dccply Englishmcn felt even 
then about the questions of CromwclPs day. 


JOHN MILTON 

Poct and publicist of the austere Puritan age, John Milton 
is usually regarded as the sccond greatest name in English liter- 
ature, Shakcspcare being the first. He was born in London on 
Dcccmbcr 9, 1608. Shakcspcare had just written Antony and 
Cleópatra; Ralcigh was writing his History of the World. He 
was cducated at St. PauPs School and at Christ’s Collcgc, 
Cambridgc. At an early age he had already rcad the classics of 
both English and Italian literature. The Masque of Comus, 
which some critics considcr his finest short poem, and Lycidas, 
an elegy on a classmatc who had dicd, appearcd soon after he 
finished his schooling. 
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In 1639, Milton mct Galileo in Italy. While he uas touring 

aèlinT.T^’ news °f thc “cipient rising of the English peopll 

theTuem arr ° San í T CharleS 1 brought Milton Home. In 

alenu to thr"- War , that follo " cd ' he confined his 

talcnts to the wnt.ng of social, religious and political tracts 

tLT,?oTÍ,°r thCSC , bein = Afeopagitica: a Fpeech for te 
Liberty of Unhcensed Pnnting. 

As secretary for forcign tongues to the council of State in the 

g \ernment of Oliver Cromuell, Milton urote scvcral books 

Ín r ,6-Tl h 0n abr ° ad ’ , dcfCnding t!,c En ? lish Commonuealth 
In 1652 he became totally blind and u as forced to give up ntost 

of h.s official dut.es, but he continued his u riting of political 
treat.ses until 1660 when the return of Charles II caused the 

MHtnn’^ thC , Cünim0n " Culth to flcc for their livcs. Severa! of 

aírested P d> ' burncd and he '«* ordered 

him f ^ nds concealcd him until the fecling against 

h m substded. Then, in retirement, he entered a „c,/phf« õí 

eained JrfT ' a he ." TO,c P™dise Lost, Paradisc Re- 
gainea and Samson Agorustes. 

M.lton, a prophct of social regencration and crcator of some 
ot the most sublime and noble passages in all Iiteraturc uas 
unfo. tunate m h.s privatc life. Thrice married, he had httlc 

uttefi meSS K, any . 0f HiS WÍVeS ' The first " as a slmllow girl, 

second r pa le understandin S Puritan husband; the 

died aftèr fib nevcr L saw ’ seems to have loved him, but she 

himseff took c Tu- S; thC third> thirt >' > ears youhger than 

up to his exaedne° ^ h laSt years > but she did not comc 
up to ms exact.ng standards. His three daughters bv his f.rst 

r ad 2 ud n t 8 b ted k hÍm Í n WS ' ater da > s of b i dn ss They 

N&Sff 8 '°i 6 7 m 4 . ^ ** Ifc dicd « 


SAMUEL PEPYS 

Febr h uarv n ^ ÍSh fi dÍarÍ f SamUel Pe ? yS was born in London on 
eovrrnm S ° n 3 ta ^ or - He wãs introduced into 

go\ cinment employmcnt by his cousin and by 1673 had become 



secretary of thc Admiralty. In spite of his excellent work, he 
passed some time in the Tower of London under a charge of 
aiding in a conspiracy to kill the king, Charles II. He was re- 
lcascd without trial and restorcd to his position in the Admi- 
ralty which he hcld until thc revolution of 1688. He was pres¬ 
idem of the Royal Society from 1684 to 1686. He died on 
May 26, 1703. 

Although Pepys wrote othcr books, mcludmg Memoirs 0/ tne 
Royal Ntu y in 1690, he is best known for his Diary. He began 
this on January i, 1660, and abandoned it nine years later 
bccause of poor cycsight. Thc diary, written in a sort of short- 
hand of his own, was not intended for publicatton. It was de- 
eipcred and first published in 1825. It is a picture of the court 
and times of Charles II, one of the most diverting books in 
the English languagc. In it wc mcet Pepys’ wife, “poor wrctch, 
his unclcs, his father, his aunts, his servants, as wcll as thc 
aristocracy, the elergy and many thcatrica! figures. 


PETER PAUL RUBENS 

Pcter Paul Rubens, a Flcmish painter, whosc works express 
the ardor and cxubcrance of a suprcmely happy man, began 
the study of art early in life. After some time in Elandcrs, he 
went to Italy where he stayed eight years, highly influcntial 
years in his carecr. Thcy come to a elose after the death of his 
mother in 1608 whcn he returncd to Antwerp. Herc he married 
Isabclla Brant and bccamc painter-in-ordinary to the arch- 
dukes who werc the sovercigns of his country. Rubens was 
famous and wealthy. Among his prodigious works werc vast 
religious compositions, the most noted of which may be scen in 
Antwerp. In many of such conceptions the master was assisted 
by pupils. 

Rubens was a diplomat as well as an artist, and in 1627 hc 
was entrusted with negotiating a peace between England and 
Spain. Thc months he passed in Madrid wcre among the most 
important in his life because hc met Velasquez, and during his 
66 



stay in England he rcceivcd an honorary dcgrcc from Cam- 
bndge and was knighted. At fifty-three Rubens, uh o had been 
a widowcr for four years, married a sixteen-ycar-old gir! 
Helena Fourment, by whom he had five children. Sl.e «as an 
admirable model and appears in many of his paintings. Rubens 
appears to be the chief exception to the usual rule that genius 
has a touch of abnormality. He was the sanest of great paimers. 
The vivtd color of his Works and their swcep of lines make 
them beautiful patterns of decoration. Rubens was born on 
June 29, 1577, and dicd at Antwerp on May 30, 1G40. 

He painted many versions of The Adoration òf lhe Kinos- 
many portraits; the Hislory of Aíaric de’ Mediei, now in thé 
Louvre, Paris; The Procession of Silenus; The Judgmcnt of 
Paris; Autumn Landscapc with View of the Châtcau de Stccn- 
1 he Garden of Love; and The Three Graccs 


REMBRANDT 

•Rembrandt Harmensz van Rijn, born in Leyden on July 15 
1606, the son of a millcr, determined early to bccomc a painter.’ 
Aftcr studying in Leyden and Amstcrdam, he rcturned in 1626 
to Leyden. Rembrandt never went to Italy, but he owncd 
pamtings and engravings by Raphael and others. Amoim his 

in” lM ICtUr A S ’ Just , about thc *' me that the Dutch were found- 
mg New Amsterdam that was to become New York, were 
^' 8 “ U V UbjCCtS a " d P or traits of his family and of some of 
the stlirdy persons he saw about him. By ,63. his work was 
attractmg the attent.on of Amsterdam art lovcrs, who urged 

his m de°ath 0VC tó C,ty ' Fr ° m thCn ° n - U "' aS his homc «“til 

In 1Í34 Rembrandt married Saskia van Uylenburch, a fair- 
haired girl who served as the model for many of his pictures 
baskia was pretty and charming, bore him several children and 
was the eenter of his life nntil her death in 1642. During those 
W fiii ^ m ^ ran< ^ t; hacj many pupils and numerous commissions. 
ed his large home with a wonderful collection of armor. 



costumes, books, and works of art, tvhich nas Iater sold to his 
creditors for a vcry small sum. FoIIowing Saskias dcath, bad 
days befell the artist. His best svork was no longer recognized, 
yet his powers werc at their height. Debts were cver present, 
and in 165+ he was involvcd in scandal when a child was bom 
to his housekecpcr, Hendrickjc Stoífels. In 1656 he was de- 
clared bankrupt, and after the sale of his home, he retired with 
Hendrickje and his son Titus to an obscure part of the city, 
where he lived, poor and forgotten, until his dea.th on October 

4 . i 66 9 - . , , , . 

Rembrandt was outstanding in portraiture, both ot indi¬ 
viduais and of groups. In the first class notable cxamples are 
the Man with a Magnifying Class; The Man with a Gold 
Hclmct; a portrait of Hendrickje at the Metropolitan Museum; 
cndless portraits of himself; sevcral of Titus, Íris son; and one 
of an old woman, now at Leningrad. Among the group pictures 
are the mastcrpicces: The Anatomy Lesson; Sortie of the 
Banning Cock Company (better known as The Night I Vatch); 
the Jewish Bride; and The Syndics of the DrapcPs Guild. Rem¬ 
brandt also cxccutcd numerous paintings with mythological 
and religious subjccts tvhich rcveal his mastciy over dramatic 
light and shade, and dcep feeling; of his landscapcs, one of the 
best known is The Mill. In addition Rembrandt was probably 
the most wonderful etchcr in the history of art. Among his 
etchings are: Thrce Trces; Burgomaster Six; Christ Preaching; 
The Threc Crosses; Christ Healing the Sick, known as the 
“Hundred Guilder Print”; and Christ on the Mount of Olives. 
His countless drawings are an equally important part of his 
great work. They are sometimes so intense that they fore- 
shadow Van Gogh. 


VELASQUEZ 

Dicgo Rodriguez de Silva y Velasquez, a Spanish artist who 
helped to lay the foundations of modem painting through 
his supreme rendering of light and seientifie approach, and who 
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is characterized as one of the greatcst paintcrs the world has 
ever known, was bom in Seville and baptized on June 6, mqn. 
His education included language and philosophv, but upon 
his marked display of anistie talem, he received instruction in 
painting. The Water-Carricr is an example of bis carly work in 
beville, where he gained position and fame. In 1623 Velasquez 
and his family moved to Madrid, where he enjoved the 
patronage and friendship of King Philip IV f or the rest of his 
w e, .í“ 1 628 the Flemish artist Peter Paul Rubens visited 
Aladnd, and Velasquez was appointcd by the king to be the 
vjsitors guide among Spain’s art treasures. The next yen. 
Philip allowcd Velasquez to make a trip to Italy, not onh 
continuing his salary, J>ut also giving him monev for the 
joumey. Velasquez did some pictures of his own whiíe abroad 
as well as maktng copies of the Works of famous Italian artist* 
such as Michelangelo and Raphacl. 

In 1631 the painter returned to Madrid and continucd as the 
court pa.nter of King Philip. He cxccutcd many portruits of 
the king, members of the royal family, and the court During 
this time, known as the middle period of his work, his outstand! 
ing pictures m addition to portraits werc his great historical 
paintmg The Surrender of Breda, and a religious one The 
ü Tucifixion . Velasquez made a second visit to Italy with a 
commission to make purchases for an academy of art in Spain. 

he pope who received him with favor, was the subject of a 
ner of'V, f Ch Í$ t n °‘ able cxam P !e of Velasquez’s third man- 
Daintinff" ^ m 5 In lb5 * be returne d (0 Spain and to court 
roval hóiiseh 3 7 i^ Eallery of canvases of members of the 
royal household. The greatcst of these is known as Las 

her rrívd ^ J’ I £ ture ° ' l ’ c llttle princess Margarita Maria and 
her ma,ds of honor. Philip ma de Velasquez a knight in 16 ,0. 
This appomtment protected the artist from the censorship of 

W wTí made U P ° SSÍblc for him to continue with 

for T ' L be was placed in chargc of the decorations 

LonRXTV^ r‘r S ° f th T C , Span,sh P rinccss . Maria Theresa, to 
^ouis XIV of France. He returned to Madrid on June eG and 

and y 3 i! was , stricken w ith fever. He died on August 6, 1GC0, 
and was buned in the church of San Juan. 
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LOUIS XIV 


Louis XIV, king of France, bom on September 5, 1638, was 
known as the Grand Monarque. His reign, which began on 
May 14, 1643, whcn he was only four years old, is the longcst 
one recordcd in European history, surpassing even Queen 
Victoria's, and it has been styled the goldcn age of France. 
At the outset of his rule power lay in the hands of his mother 
and Cardinal Mazarin, the prime minister, who continued the 
work begun by Cardinal Richclieu. The nation was in a State of 
civil war; twice the royal family suffered the humiliating ex- 
pcrience of flight from Paris. Peace eventually was secured at 
homc and abroad and scaled in 166® with the marriage of 
Louis XIV to the Infanta Maria Theresa, daughter of the king 
of Spain. Yclasquez, great Spanish artist, handled all the 
details of this wedding as Grand Marshal. After Mazarin’s 
dcath the courtiers asked Louis who was henceforth to be con- 
sulted about aflfairs of State, and he replicd, “Myself.” The 
famous asscrtion attributed to him—“I am the State provcd 
to be litcrally true. His most importam ministers found them- 
sclvcs under his control. His army had ncver been dcfcatcd; 
his diplomacy triumphed in evcry corner; France led the 
Continent in art, Science and lettcrs and prospcrcd cconom- 
ically. Louis built a magnificent palacc at Versaillcs that cost 
about 130,000,000 francs. Although his court was brilham, 
fillcd with the lcamed and anistie geniuses of the day, and 
noted for its good mannérs, it was a by-word in scandal, pre- 
sided over by a succession of the monarclFs mistresses. 

In 1667 began the series of wars that lastcd almost through- 
out the reign of Louis XIV. The War of Devolution was fol- 
lowcd by the Dutch War. Next Louis revoked the Edict of 
Nantes, an edict by which conccssions had been granted to the 
Prostestams in France, and this rcvocation cost the country 
many of her best citizcns and the Protcstant allianccs in 
Europc which had supportcd hcr. The war with the Grand 
Alliance, which lost France some of her frontier provinccs, 
was followed by the War of the Spanish Succession. The close 
of this conflict saw France’s humiliation and Eng!and’s ascend- 
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sTiíl nf F T anC - e bel , ng L “ved from dismcmberment only by the 
skill of Lotus and h.s counsellors. 

h e last years of Louis’s reign were peaceful but gloomy 
France was burdened with dcbt, and opposition to the mon- 

son b : r S gr °"' ,ng J L0UÍS loSt his e,dcst son ) his cldcst grand- 
v,-’ t I. , great 'S r andson. He expressed regret for the sorrows 

Maria The 7 °'^ peop.e A “ 

MadaJ d M marrÍCd tHC ° f ,bS "'Cresses 

Madame de Mamtcnon, a ptous woman, and nnder hcr in 

fleneethecoort ,ost its gaicty. Leis died on S epLbcr ' 

SSlÂff * ” ,d "—*** -.. ™ pmZ 


SPINOZA 

%-jásrÊ V" * «&^s«!WJSí; 

much oider C ,han he!"^ d ’ SCUSSÍOns of 2™“!” of men 

whlTwerèa n ccep,cdbv,be ‘"“‘'h ';' andcred bc > ond *hc ütnits 
J 1C soon ' va * admonished by thcTul V* PC °^' C ’ 

lns phdosophic exploration ' 1 f ' >6, hen ’ c pcrs,stcd in 

Clders of the synagogue a ll” «conmumicated by the 
of his erstwhile co-religioihsts "‘ 1,lent '' ,K 1 "" scd . ,he do °rs 
and acquaintances were bound mV’ 1 '' l °. hlm - IIis fricnds 
Sadly, yet firm in his belieí^hat he wS, • ' 7 CXÍStCncc - 
to wisdom and righteousness ‘ f "’ ,ng lhc tn,c p ath 

native city. " ’ Sp,noza accepted exile from his 

People, the bas/c idea^hh d7° banishmcnt from •>>* 

p»««« »< „„„„„ «.rsí ™ ^ *- 
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looked upon the Jewish and Christian religions as the same, 
whcn unreasoning hatred and intolerant prejudice are laid 
aside. This philosophy, the rabbis warncd, not only was an 
oílcnse against God. but also would provokc the wrath of the 
Christians, who, in Holland. had hithcrto allowed the Jews 
to live in pcace. Neverthcless, Spinoza eontinucd lns studies 
and his work on lxis most important volume, Eíhics, which he 
did not allow to bc published during his lifetimc. 

Lcaving Amsterdam, he scttled in the small town of Rhyns- 
burg Latcr he moved to The llagt.e. In 1668, hc receivcd a 
small pcnsion from the cstatc of a statesman tvho had been 
imprcsscd by the philosopher’s writings. Among other ofters 
that werc made to him was that of the chair of phdosophy at 
Hcidelberg, Germanv, but he refused them all lest they en- 
danger his independence. Among the slanders and accusations 
that werc hurled at him, was the charge that he was an atheist 
and an Epicurean. Spinoza’s life and work answcred that and 
other chargcs, and hc eontinucd his pursuit of truth until he 
dicd on Fcbruary 21, 1677. 


ISAAC NEWTON 

Sir Isaac Newton, great English physicist, was bom m Col- 
stcrworth on Christmas Day in 1642. Whcn hc was twclve hc 
was sent to grammar school at Grantham. Here hc had a suc- 
ccssful fight with an older boy which arouscd an ambition to 
excel. Although previously bc had takcn little interest in his 
books, Newton thcn rose to the leadership of his class. This 
period of education was short, howcver. When Isaac was 
fourteen his mother withdrew him from school to help her. He 
rcturned in 1660 to prepare for collcgc, and obtained his B.A. 
degrec from Trinity Collcge in January of 1665. 

lt was a short time after that that the idea of applying the 
laws of gravity to the wholc universe first occurred to the 
young scientist, but it was not until 1687 that the Principia, in 
which the thcory was presented to the world, was published. 
This delay was caused in part by a lack of scientific data neces- 

72 


sary for Newton s calculations. The story that his train of 
thought was induced by the falling of an apple came from 
rançois\ oltaire, French philosopher and author, who heard 
it from Newton s great-niece. Although the discovcry of uni¬ 
versal gravnatton was his most promincnt worfc, his researches 
n light were of tremendous importance to Science. His chief 

acco m p !sh t ; his fic , d was the ana|ysis of thc composi . 

° n 0f h S ht ’ ' v „ hlch he announccd is a combination of various 
rays causrng different color sensations, white light being a mix- 
ture of all these. 

In 1667 Newton was clectcd a fellow of Trinity College. His 
rst rcflecting telescope, with which hc saw Jupiters satcllites 
«as made the following year. Four ycars later he was made a 
ell°" of the Royal Society. After thc publication of thc 
„ Ne "'‘ on cntered more activei)- imo publie affairs, 

“ by ! 6 99 bc " as master of the mim, a mcmber of the 
council of the Royal Society and a Foreign Assocíatc of thc 
rfnch Academy. Queen Anne knighted him on April 15 , 70s 
In hts etghty-fifth year Sir Isaac was presiding over a mce^ 
ot the Royal Society when he bccame ill. He died in 

Abbe'" St ° n ° n MarCK 20 ’ ” 727 ’ 3nd " as bllricd in U '«tminster 


DANIEL DEFOE 

t-cmure E sto'vV V I itCr D ^ iel Defoc - author ° f *<>« Hvely ad- 
or 1661 h7wis 6 '" SO " Crusoe ‘ "' as born in London in 16G0 
or ■boi. He was an extremely versatile man. Trained for thc 
dtssemmg mmistry he was always a reformer. Defoe'sü 
on Projects, pubhshed m 1698, foreshadowcd scveral com- 
meraal mstitutions developed a century later. Six Distmouhh- 
MemolTJTr a r Parl,ament Man denounced stock-jobbers; 
Wa ánn í ,r a,, ' rgaV V\ V,V, d P icture of the Thirty Vears’ 

h 01 England ’ s ^ 
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stand three days in thc pillory. He was so wcll liked for his 
honcsty and manliness. that the populace showered the pillory 
with flowcrs and drank to his hcalth. Ncvcrtheless he was im- 
prisoncd for two years. His Hymn to thc Pillory sold in great 
numbcrs. In 1712 Defoe bcgan to issue Thc Rcvicw, a biweekly 
journal, marking thc bcginning of English pcriodical htcrature 
and suggesting, latcr, thc Tatlcr and thc Spcctator. To him wc 
owe thc ncwspapcr intervicw and the editorial. Thc first cdition 
of Robinson Crusoc appearcd on April 25, 1719. It was fol- 
lowed by many othcr storics including Moll Flandcrs. Defoe 
dicd in London in 1731. 


JONATHAN SWIFT 

Jonathan Swift, great English satirist and author of Gulli- 
vcr’s Traveis, was onc of the most tragic figures in eightcenth 
century litcraturc. He was bom in Dublin, Ircland, on Novcm- 
her 30, 16G7, and entered Trinily Collcge in that City at fifteen. 
Evcn at that age hc was disdainful of rcgulations and rcceivcd 
his degree only by spccial grace. In 1688 Swift becamc 
sccrctary to the English statesman and author Sir William 
Tcmple, a distant rclativc. This daily association with a man 
of culturc was profitablc to Swift, although hc found his 
position so trying, being foreed to cat at thc servants’ table, 
that he quarrelcd with Sir William and lcft his Service. But 
he returned to his post, wherc hc staycd until the statcsman’s 
death in 1699. Possibly onc of the motives for his rcturn was 
thc presence of a local merchant’s daughtcr, Esther Johnson, 
whom hc callcd Stclla, to whom he was attracted, and who 
lovcd him decply. His first prose composition The Dattle of 
thc Boohs, written in 1697, betraycd his rescntmcnt against life, 
to which hc sccmed so unable to make an adjustment. 

In 1699 Swift took up rcsidcncc in Ireland as a prcacher and 
soon bccamc a political pamphlctcer. Tale of a Tub, published 
in 1704, arouscd doubts of his orthodoxy and harmed his 
ministerial reputation. As a Tory lcader between 1710 and 
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1713 he was one of the most importam mcn in politics and 
society. In 1713 he was appointed dcan of St. Patrick’s Cathe- 
dral in Dublin, where he remaincd throughout his life. 

Swift began the Journal to Stclla in 1710. I Io wrote to hcr 
twice a day. In the meantimc Vancssa, a girl who had fallen 
m love with Swift in London, had followcd him to Dublin. Ilis 
attentions to botlt girls reaclted a climax wlicn Vancssa wrote 
to Stella. This precipitated a tcrrific quarrel betwccn Vancssa 
and Swift, and a few weeks latcr shc died. Swift marricd Miss 
Johnson secretly. Aftcr some ycars of great sorrow Stella 
died also. Setween these two dcaths the unhappy lover 
achieved his greatest literary triumphs. In 1724 the Dra/ncr 
Letters appeared and next camc Gullivcr’s Trareis, written as 
a satire on England, but read by children as a fairy tale. During 
his last years he stiffered extreme ill health, and insanity pre- 
ceded his death on October 19, 1745. He was buried in his 
cathedral in the same vault with Stclla. He Icft all his property 
to found an asylum for the insanc. 


EMANUEL SWEDENBORG 

Emanuel Swedenborg was a Swcdish scientist, philosopher, 
and religious mystic, born at Stockholm, January 29, 1688. Hc 
toured Europe for several years, Corning home in 1715 to 
devote himself to Science and engincering. The king of Swcdcn 
appointed him in 1716 as assessor on the board of mines and 
two years latcr he invented some military machincs. He was far 
ahead qf h.s time in many fields. His Work in gcology alone 
would have made him famous. In physics hc anticipatcd the 
work of the German philosopher Immanuel Kant. Sweden¬ 
borg invented an ear-trumpet and a Hying machine. He knew 
that the latter needed improving before it would fly, saying: 

rerhaps m time to come some one might know how better to 
uti tze our sketch and cause some addition to be made so as to 
accomplish that which we can only suggest.” 

In 1745 a great change carne over the scientist. He turned to 
spintual matters, had visions, said that God had appeared to 
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him and chosen him to reveal divine truth. Swedcnborg did 
not attcmpt to preach, but wrote his message to the world in 
his books, of which Divine Love and Wisdom is the most com- 
prehensive. He died in London, March 29, 1772. 


PETER THE GREAT 

Pctcr I, cmpcror of Rússia, callcd Pcter the Great, was a 
paradoxical personality. He was describcd as having bcen at 
heart profoundly religious, but many of his actions wcre savagc 
and coarse. Pcrsonally he was addicted to the lowest vices, a 
inan whose ragcs and lovcs wcre of extreme intensity. As a ruler 
he workcd sinccrcly for what he believed to be the improve- 
ment of Rússia. Petcr was born on May 30, 1672. His earliest 
tcacher was later the court fool. During a rebellion in 1682 
Pcter saw his uncle murdercd by a mob, and onc of his own 
friends was tom from his side and hacked to pieces. Thcse 
ou trages wcre probably responsible for the convulsions from 
wliich he later suffered. This was the year in which he bccame 
czar. 

Peter was not interested at first in being czar. He lovcd ship- 
building, ship-sailing, drilling and sham fights, and under the 
guidancc of a Swiss adventurer, François Lcfort, he was 
initiatcd into dissipations and immoralitics. A year after his 
marriage, he practically deserted his wife. Peter soon saw that 
Rússia was way behind the rest of Europe. He therefore built 
an army and a navy and whcn they werc strong cnough he took 
Azov, an importam fortress, from the Turks. In 1697 he set out 
on a trip through Europe, leaming such things as gunnery, 
shipbuilding, anatomy, engraving and army organization. 
Wherever he went he engaged experts to take home with him. 
He was rccalled to Rússia by a revolt, which he put down with 
extreme severity. Then he began to introduce western habits 
into Russian lifc. Many of his subjects bitterly resented some 
of his reforms, which included making his people wear 
European clothes, cutting their beards (he personally clipped 
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those of his chief nobles), freeing thc women from Asiatic 
seclusion, sending young Russians abroad, and making indus¬ 
trial and poli tical improvements. One of his most shocking 
acts was the crowning of his consort, for a woman had never 
becn crowned in Rússia, and Cathcrine I was only a peasant 
and a servant. 

Peter was not salisfied until hc had sccurcd a scaboard for 
Rússia. This he did at Swedcn’s expense, aequiring thc Baltic 
provinces, and the foundations for Saint Petersburg. Russia's 
new capital and first real port, were laid in 1703. In the nican- 
time, he had lost his gains in Turkey. In 1724 he had an aitack 
of paroxysms and died on January 28, 1725. 


JOHANN SEBASTIAN BACH 

Johann Sebastian Bach, one of the founders of polyphonic 
music, carne of a family of noted musicians. Hc was bom at 
Eisenach, Saxe-Weimar, Germany, on March 21, 1685. Ncarby 
was the Wartburg, the castle associatcd with Luthcr and with 
Wagner. Orphaned at thc age of ten, he wcnt to live with an 
elder brother whose envy of the boy’s musical prccocity caused 
bitter friction between them. In order to circumvcnt his 
brother’s vigilant interference with his study, Bach had to resort 
to stratagems such as transcribing harpsichord scorcs by the 
ig t of the moon, after he had supposedly gonc to slcep. This 
severely stramed his eycs. 

When Bach was fifteen he was thrown on his own rcsourccs 
by the death o his brother. Obtaining a place in the choir of a 
school at Luneburg, he managed to support himself and extend 
his musical education. By intensive study he mastercd violin, 
clavichord, organ and composition. In the course of his carcer 
he made numerous changes in position while he developed as 
mstrumemalist and composer, seeking always the perfection 
that he felt he could never attain. He served in various posts 
at the court of the Duke of Weimar, at the court of Prince 
opold, of Anhalt-Cõthen, at St. Thomas’s church school in 
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Leipzig, and at the court of Dresden, capital of Saxony. It 
was at the latter place that he wrote his Masses and other 
religious pieces, and at Leipzig he achieved his greatest fame 
as an organist. 

Bach was a deeply religious family man. He had seven chil- 
dren by his first wife, a cousin. A ycar after her death in 1720, 
he married a young woman with a good soprano voicc, and had 
thirteen more children. Scveral of his sons also became 
musicians. His conccrn for the proper religious training of his 
ofTspring caused him, on one occasion, to give up a lucrative 
post and transfer to an inferior one. This religious outlook was 
rcflected also in his music; for music to him was a means of 
worship. Among his compositions wcre the Brandenburg Con¬ 
certos, the Saint John Passion , the Saint Matthew Passion, the 
Wcll-Tcmpcrcd Clavichord, and the B Aíinor Aíass. 

A high point in his carecr was his visit, in 1747, after re- 
peated invitations, to the court of Frcderick the Great, who 
rcccived him with great honor. The king. had a collection of 
pianos which Bach was asked to try out. Two years after that, 
the composcr\s sight began to fail and soon he was completely 
blind. Ile dicd on July 28, 1750, at Leipzig. 


GEORG FRIEDRICH HANDEL 

The composcr Gcorg Friedrich Flãndel, who was bom in 
Saxony, Gcrmany, on February 23, 1685, would have become 
a lawyer if his eldcrly fathcr had had his way. His passion for 
music was severely discouragcd, and he was forbidden the use 
of musical instruments. Ncverthelcss, he managed to hide a 
small clavichord in the garret and practiccd upon it at night 
whcn the family was aslccp. After a duke had heard him play 
and put in a word for him, he was finally permitted to study 
music. In 1710 he made his first visit to England and was 
cvcntually naturalized as a British subject. Fie became blind 
in 1752, but remaincd active until his death in London on 
April 14, 1759. He was buried in Westminster Abbey. 

Handel (or Handel) was described as a large, ungainly per- 
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son vvith coarse appctites, a rough manncr and a vicious 
tem per. But his hcart was kind, and hc was undoubtcdly a 
genius, even though some of his works cxhibited (la eram 
plagiansm. His compositions indiidc more than Uso score 
operas and much sacred music, cspecially oratorios, of which 
the most famous is his oratorio The Mcssiah, writtcn in the 
mcredibly short period of twenty-thrce davs. The Ifalcr Music 
is almost equally wcll known. 


FREDERICK THE GREAT 

Frederick II, known as Fredcrick the Grcat, was a king of 
Prússia. He was born on January 24, 1712. His childhood was 
so unhappy that he attempted to flce to England. Hc was 
caught and not only barbarously trcatcd by his fathcr, but also 
forced to watch the execution of a fricnd who had hclpcd him 
to escape. His fathcr finally gave him the town of Rlicinsberg 
where he dcvoted his time to study until hc bccamc king n 
his father’s death on May 31, 1740. Hc was a voluminous 
writer and corrcsponded with the Frcnch philosophcr Voltairc 
whom he admired greatly. 

Frederick’s reign was marked by the three Silesian Wars as 
wcll as severa! lesser conflicts. During the intcrvals of pcace he 
improved domestic conditions. The grcat stroke of his forcign 
pohcy was the formation of the Confcderation of Gcrmaii 

bccn C< in At h !, S , dCath 0n August " 7 * ‘786, his kingdom had 
hnhL . a a d b> ’ 2 ?’° 00 Square ,nilcs . ne.irit* 4.000.000 in- 
habnants and more than 70,000,000 Prussian dollars. It had an 
army of 200,000 men, credit with al! Europcan powcrs and a 
reputatmn for mdustry, wealth and Science. Frederick had 
laid the foundations of militaristic Germany. 


CATHERINE THE GREAT 

Catherine II, empress of Rússia, known as Catherine the 
reat, was born a German princess on May 2, 1729. Iler 
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bctrothal to Granel Duke Peter of Rússia failecl as a diplomatic 
intrigue, but Peter’s aunt, the Emprcss Elizabeth, liked the girl, 
and the marriage was arranged anyway. She became Peter’s 
bride on August 21, 1745. Hcr married life was miserably 
unhappy, for Peter was abnormal both physically and mentally, 
and Catherine despiscd him. She endured her marriage and 
kcpt peace with Elizabeth only for the power that would be 
hers as a rcsult. Iler private life was a scandal, and when, 
after ten years, she had a son, Paul, the chicf reason hc was 
acccptcd as Peter’s was becausc of the strong rescmblance 
bctwccn them. When Peter became czar at the death of 
Elizabeth, he threatencd to divorce Catherine, declare Paul 
illegitimate and marry his mistress. Catherine, however, had 
hcr friends, and Peter was impopular with the pcoplc. He was 
stranglcd, probably by Grcgory Orlov, onc of hcr lovcrs, and 
after his death Catherine rulcd supreme from 17G2 to 1796. 

The administrativo ability of this woman stands in contrast 
to the immorality of hcr private life. Her numerous love affairs 
wcre sccondary to hcr political and intcllectual life; she ban- 
ished any onc of hcr lovcrs who aspircd to marry hcr. She read 
prodigiously and carricd on a voluminous correspondcnce with 
the rulers of othcr countrics and with learncd men of the day, 
including the Frcnch philosophcr Voltaire. Her conversation 
was reported to have bccn even more bi illiant than her letters. 
She began writing a history of Rússia and composcd numerous 
comcdics and tale*. Tn order to fmd time for all of hcr interests 
she arose at five o'clock, made her own firc, and often worked 
fiftecn hours a day. 

Catherine’s administi ation of Rússia was in many ways a 
bcncficent one, especially in the carly years of hcr rcign. But 
scrfdom was increased rathcr than lessened, and many favors 
went to the nobility. She attcmptcd to impose Western ideas 
and culture on hcr pcoplc until after the French Revolution, 
when she even prohibited the sale of Frcnch books in Rússia. 
Her foreign policy resultcd in a large increasc in Russia’s 
territory. Her extravagant and corrupt court made her un- 
popular in Europc during the latter part of her life. She died 
of an attack of apoplexy on November 10, 1796. 
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VOLTA IRE 


‘My trade is to say what I think," said Voltairc; and what 
the “laughing philosopher" had to say madc kings and popes 
listcn—and tremble. François Marie Arouct, known to us as 
Voltaire, was born at Châtenay, in thc cnvirons of Paris, on 
November ai, 1694. Educated by tlie JesuiK lie Icarncd 
skepticism along with his religion. When lie was twemy-three 
he was imprisoned in tbe Bastille for an insult lie had uttered 
against the royal court. One of the first ilrings lie askcd for in 
the Bastille was Homcr’s poetry. In prison hõ wrotc Hcnriadc. 
a long epic pocm in which Henry I\' tclls Qucen Elizabcih the 
story of Protestam persecution. Soon after his rclcase hc scorcd 
a great success with Qsdipe, a tragic drama. Arrcsted again in 
1726 for his outspokenness, hc was exiled, passing three vears 
m England. 


Back in Paris, lie once more dominated its salons. In 1744, 
howcver, pubiication of his Letters on the Ençlish caused a 
furore and he was forced to ílee. Taking with him another 
man’s wife, the Marquise du Châtelet—a scholarly lady who 
for fourtcen years was to be not only his mistrcss but also an 
mtellcctual companion and rival—he fled to Lorraine. In 
1746, having found it safe to rcturn 10 Paris, he was elected 
to membership in the Frcnch Acadcmy. During thc ncxt few 
years he wrote many of his celebrated novclettcs, Zadig and 
La Micromcgas among them. 

In 1750 depressed by the deatli of his mistrcss the ycar 
before, and seek.ng solacc in divcrsion, he accepted an invi- 
tatron from Freder.ck thc Great for him to come ,0 the Prt.s- 
sian court. There he enjoycd almost idvllic surroundings for 
three years. Then leav.ng his host, he set out for his belovcd 
Parts, only to find on his way, that he had becn cxiled again, 
thts time because of h.s mosf ambitious, most daring work" the 
Essay on the Morais and the Spirit of Nalions-probabh the 
hrst philosophy of history, in which he had attempted to 
analyze the natural causation behind the developmcnt of the 
European mind. 

At Femey, just insidc the Swiss border, wherc he settled. lie 
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wrote Candide, collaboratcd in the writing of the Encyclopedia, 
and wrote his Philosophical Dictionary . Then began a period in 
which he wrote countless pamphlets and leaílcts assaiIing the 
bigotry and intolerancc of the church. In his eighty-fourth year 
he returncd to Paris once more and was grcctcd by enthusiastic 
inultitudcs. Therc he died on May 30, 1778, having had a large 
share in laying the foundation for both the American and 
French revolutions. 


JEAN JACQUES ROUSSEAU 

The Frcnch revolutionary philosopher, Jcan Jacques Rous- 
seau; was born in Gcncva, Switzerland, on Junc 28, 1712. He 
launchcd himsclf into the business world as a notary’s helper 
and then was apprcnticed to an engraver from whom he ran 
away and fled from Gene va. 

Next carne an extraordinary series of expericnces which he 
recounts in his Confcssions. He tclls how, in the course of his 
wanderings, he became associated with a pretty young widow, 
Madamc cie Warens. Evcntually he was established in her 
home as her lover. In 1738 he made a trip to Montpellier for 
his hcalth and bccame involved in a new romantic aíTair. When 
he returncd to Madamc de Warens, he found his placc occu- 
picd by anothcr. Aftcr a fcw more years of varicd expericnces 
Rousscau wcnt to Paris. He managed to makc a living by 
copying music and doing secretarial work, and once more he 
set up a domestie establishmcnt, this time with his mislress, 
Thcrèse le Vasscur. She was not attractive in any way that his 
friench could disçover, and she had a mother whom Rousseau 
detested, but apparcntly he was happy with her. Fivc children 
born to tliem were turncd over to a foundling hospital—a 
curious fact in view of his writings on cducation and his preach- 
ings on the domestie virtues. 

Rousseau made his literary mark with a contest essay whose 
subject was supposed to have been the cílcct of civilization on 
manners. He wrote on the superiority of the savage State and 
won the prize. In 1756 Rousseau was established in a cottage, 
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A N n S u -? Car Montmoren cy. ^ erc he wrotc a novel, 

Aoth and Cnj0> ' Cd thc amorous «tentions of 

another woman, Madame d’Houdetot. The Social Contract 
and Émile appearecl in 176a. Thcse thrce books angcrcd a 
great many people; the church and the governmcnt persccuted 
pi a " d ^ ousscau was forccd to Icave France. IIc went to 
England whcre he began his Confcssions, and continued w riting 
tnem on his return to France in 17G7. 

It ts doubtful that Rousscau was wholly sane during the 
Iast ten or fifteen ycars of his life. Ile was obscssed with fears 
of secret enemics and worried by Thérèse’s afTcction for a 
stable boy. Revertes, written at this time, reveals him as a 
mournful sp.r.t, repulsing all his old friends, taking solitary 
walks. Apoplexy was given as thc cause of his death on July 
■ 1770, although runiors werc circulated that hc was a suicide. 


JOHN WESLEY 

In 1738 John Wesley, the English elergyman who founded 
Methodism, organized a group for week-day religious meetings 
which was nained thc ‘'United Society.” The inception of 
Methodism is generally dated from the beginning of this 
society Wesley evcntually becarne the sole Icadcr of those who 
adhered to his beliefs, and hc devoted his entire life to the 

fhan P F S rl° rSa H 1Zat ‘a n ' Hc WaS ins P ired b V the sennons of Jona- 
hè was r r the a h H PaÍ f 3 VÍSÍt ,0 the Unitcd States. By ,700 
120,000. ead ° f 511 preacl,ers and a membership of 

jfa*» traVClS 35 3n itinerant Preacher to the poor, during 
VZ' T prea led fOUr ° r five timcs a da V and 
Ae forceH h “ a yCar> - WCrC made horsebaek until 

while m L m n‘° U - C 3 . Ca ? agC - HC Studicd ’ read and wrotc 
Wh le maktng his tnps, mcludmg in his literary output mis- 

to ™ En!r'A' Ct - ranging from grammars and biographies 

He wAí 1Sh -n‘a tl0nary manUa,S 0,1 lo S ic and medicine. 
He was described as a good talker and a charming man who 

ver 11 at ease, and his numerous friends were found 



among all classes. Wesley was born at Epworth, Lincolnshire, 
on June 17, 1703, and died in London on March 2, 1791. 


SAMUEL JOHNSON 

Samuel Johnson’s formal schooling ended ivlien poverty 
forced him lo leave college in 1731 without a degree, but his 
remarkablc common sense and scrious mind rnade Iiim a lexi- 
cographer, cssayist, and critic, and —for over twenty-five 
ycars—dictator of English literature. Johnson wcnt to London 
in 1737. His Life of Richard Savage, á struggling poet friend, 
appeared in 1744, followcd by a play, Irene, in 1749. He began 
the Rambler, a semi-weekly pcriodical, in 1770 and five years 
later published a Dictionary oj the Englisli Langúage. Its 
etymologies werc untrustworthy but hc illuslrated words with 
such apt quotations that he bccame famous as a lcxicographcr. 
Still he ivas alivays in debt. The Idler, a publication similar 
to the Rambler, appeared in 1758. Ile ivrotc the novel Rasselas 
“in the evenings of a wcck” to pay his mother s funeral ex- 
penscs. 

In 1763 Johnson met James Bosivcll, ivho later ivrotc his 
biography; and soon after Johnson ivas one of the founders of 
the Litcrary Club, ivhich included pocts, historians, and the 
best talkcrs of the day. Johnson himself ivas knoivn as a brilliant 
conversationalist. His literary carcer closed in 1781 with Eives 
of the Pocts. He was born in Lichficld on September 18, 1709, 
and died in London on Decembcr 13, 1784. He was buried in 
Westminster Abbey. 


JAMES WATT 

James Watt ivas a Scottish inventor who in 1765 discovered 
a practical steam engine that would work. Watt was a man of 
many interests and had many friends. 

He was born at Grecnock, Scotland, January 1, 1736. 
Apprenticed to an instrument maker in London, he retumed to 
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Scotland and was appointed constructor of mathcmatical in- 
struments m the University of' Glasgow. Whilc holding tl.is 
posmon he made hís grcat discovcry. Aftcr his dcath on 
Augnst 19, 1819, near Birmingham, England, a fricnd wrotc 
lhat it would be diflícult to cstimatc the valuc of thc bcncíits 
which this invcntion had conferrcd upon thc countrv. It has 
increased mdefinitely the mass of Imman comforts and cniov- 
ments, and rcndercd cheap and acccssiblc, all over the world 
the materiais of wcalth.” Watt, a poor man himsclf entcred 
“to P a ttnership with a capitalist and set up works near 
Birmingham for the manufacture of cngines. By the end of the 
eighteenth century they tvere as cotnmon as ivindmills. In 1817 
Watt vis.ted Scotland for the last time. In his eighty-sccond 
year he invented a machine for copying sculpturc. 


DANIEL BOONE 

Although the charactcr of Danied Boone, the pioneer and 
frontiersman, is dcscribed by the more conservativc as being 
very different from that attributed to him in some sensationai 
biographies, his life was marked by suflicient advemures and 
hairbreadth escapes from Indians to give rise to the Daniel 
Boone legend. He was bom in Pennsylvania on Fcbruary 11, 
* 735 » a nd went with his family to South Carolina about 1748. 
ie received only a meager cducation, and as a boy was fond 
of huntmg and adventure. He married in , 7V) 

Boone became interested in Kentueky and embarked upon an 
eapioratory expedtt.on in .769. Aftcr his companions had bcen 
scalped by the Indians, Boone was Ieft alonc in the wilderne-s 
while his brother Squire returned to South Carolina for food 
and supphes. Dur.ng this period Boone passed two years awav 
tr°m his home, neithcr tasting bread or salt nor secing any 
human be.ngs except his traveling companions and the Indians 
ln 1773 Boone moved with his family to southwestern Virgínia 
and the next year he undertook to rescue a party of survcyors 
supposed to be held by the Indians in the Kentueky wilderness. 
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Four ycars later Boone and some friends were captured by the 
Indians while on a hunting expedition. A 1 I the others were 
ransomcd, but the Indians refused to allow Boone his freedom. 
He was adopted by the Indian Chief after a painful but 
harmless ritual. He succeeded in making his escape in time to 
warn the settlcrs of Boonesborough of an impending Indian 
raid. Squire was killcd by the Indians on another expedition 
in 1780, and Boone narrowly cluded them by shooting the 
Indian dog that was trailing him. Upon another occasion the 
intrepid adventurer cffected his escape by blinding four armed 
Indians with tobacco juice. 

When Kentucky was admitted to the Union, many families, 
including Boone\s, lost their property through defective titles. 
Indignantly the Booncs left for Missouri, where again there 
was troublc about the titlc to land. His wife died in 1813, and 
later hc made his own coffin, which hc kcpt under his bed 
until his death on Scptember 26, 1820. He was the father of 
nine children, one of whom, Enoch, was the first white male 
child born in Kentucky. 


BENJAMIN FRANKLIN 

Benjamin Franklin's occupations were almosf encyclopcdic: 
printer, journalist, philanthropist, seientist, inventor, statesman, 
and diplomat. The fiftecnth child of a tallow-chandler, he was 
born in Boston, on January 17, 1706. At an carly age he was 
apprcnticed to his brother, proprietor of a print-shop and news- 
paper. In 1723, now an experieneed printer, he left home, pass- 
ing a year in Philadelphia and two ycars in London before 
settling in the former city where, in 1730, he formed a 
common-law union with Dcborah Rcad. 

By that time Franklin had become sole owncr of the news- 
paper, the Fcntisylvania Gazcttc, which he had helped to 
found. Poor Richard’s. Almanack, first published in 1732, 
added further to his fame. He was active in various civic and 
social projects such as the founding of the American Phil- 
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osophical Society, thc cstablishment of a public library. and of 
what later becainc the University of Pcnnsylvania. Ho found 
time also to expcrimcnt in lhe ficlds of Science and wrotc 
many articles on liis íindings. 

Concurrcntly with his otbcr activities, Franklin licld public 
oftices such as clcrk (later, mcmbcr) of the lVm.svlvania 
Asscmbly, and dcputy postmastcr at Philadclphia. In 17-,- he 
was choscn lo represem bis colony on administrativo mattcrs at 
the court of King Gcorge III. Tbis, and a subscquent missinn, 
kept him in London for sixtcen ycars during whirh he also 
assumed thc representation of other colonics. published a smali 
newspapcr and continucd his scicntiíic siudios. 

He rcturncd to America in 1771, a confirmcd patriot, 
strongly supporting the ensuing war for indepcndence. As a 
member of thc Continental Congrcss, he helped to cstablish the 
ncw governmcnt. IIc also was onc of thc draftcrs of the 
Declaration of Indepcndence. Later he was an emoy at Paris 
wherc he procurcd financial assistancc for the States and made 
a profound impression upon thc Frcnch, and at London wlicre 
he helped to negotiate the pcacc treaty. As member of the 
Constitutiona! Convcntion and as presidem of Pcnnsylvania, 
he actively participated, despite failing hcalth, in politicaí 
afíairs almost to the day of his death, which occurrcd on April 

1 7 . 1790. 


GEORGE WASHINGTON 

Father of his country and lcadcr of its revolutionary struggle 
for mdependence, George Washington tvas dis.inguished less 
by the bnllianey of his talents than by his judicious and 
temperate approach to problems. He helped to neld imo 
umty the diverse elements which formed the United States 
Uongress unammously said of him five days after his death: 
rnst in war, first in pcacc and First in thc hearts of his 

countrymen.” 

He was born in Virginia on February 22, 1732, the son of a 
prosperous landowncr. His cducation was scanty. At fiftcen, 
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an orphan, he lcft school and went to livc with his half-brother, 
Lawrence, who had inherited their father’s cstatc. There he 
became a surveyor. During the Frcnch and Indian War he 
cntcred the militia and eventually bccame commandcr-in-chief 
of all Virgínia forces. In 1759 hc married the widow Martha 
Dandridge Custis, and scttled down at the family estate at 
Mount Vcrnon which hc had by then inherited from his 
brothcr. 

IIc had bccn a member of the Virgínia legislaturc, and in 
1774 he was clected a dclegate to the First Continental Con- 
gress. Comparatively unknown, he was choscn, neverthclcss, 
commandcr-in-chief of the Colonial forces when it was dccided 
to fight for indepcndcnce. Hc swiftly organized his army and in 
March, 1776. they drove the British out of Boston. Thcreafter 
he won no major battle until the surrender of the English army 
under Cornwallis, at Yorktown, on Octobcr 19, 1781. But it 
was his inspiring lcadcrship and great resourcefulness that won 
the war. 

In 1789 hc was callcd again to lead his country, this time as 
its first Prcsident. For cight years hc ser\-cd in this capacity, 
trying to chart the course of a ncw statc. Bittcrly abuscd by 
some, as in the case of Amcrica’s rclations with the First 
Rcpublic of France, hc hcld conscientiously to his tasks. It was 
with relicf that hc retired fmally in 1797 to his home at Mount 
Vcrnon where hc dicd on Dcccmbcr 14, 1799. 


ALEXANDER HAMILTON 

Alcxandcr Hamilton, the ideological founder of the Re- 
publican party in the United States, w r as born at Charles Town, 
in the British West Indies, on January 11, 1757. He was the 
natural son of a Scotch merchant w-hose failure in business 
causcd Alcxandcr to go to work at the age of twelve. Within 
two years. however, the boy proved himsclf capablc of manag- 
ing the counting-housc for which hc workcd. With the aid of 
friends and rclatives he was soon ablc to continue his education 
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m America. In 1772 hc arrivcd at Boston and tu o vcars latcr 
he was ready to enter King’s College, New York Citv ,'now 
Columbia University), where lie achieved a brilüant rccord as 
a student. 

Almost immcdiatcly Hamilton began to take an active part 
m the colonial struggle for indepcndencc. Whcn thc Revolti- 
tionary War broke out hc had alrcadv earned a national rcputa- 
tion by his spccchcs and pampblcts. Ilaving obtained a 
captatncy m the Colonial Army, hc stcadily advanccd and 
ulttmately bccamc a licutcnant-colonel and aide-dc-camp to 
George Washington. When thc fighting ccascd, hc resigned his 
commtsston and began thc study of lau. Within fivc months hc 
was admitted to practice. It was but a short time beforc he was 
playmg a leadmg role in thc ncw governmcnt. IIc originatcd a 
new system of taxation for thc States and, as a member of thc 
Constitutional Convention, helped to draw up that document 
Cater he was largcly responsible for Ncw Yorks ratification 

Hamilton reached the hcight of his politic.il carccr as secre- 
ta JJ t° f u the treasur >' in Washington^ Cabinet. His policies, 
which brought htm into constam and bitter conflict witli 
I homas Jefferson, thc secrctary of statc, tended away from thc 
democratic ideais which had inspired the revolution. Nevcrthe- 
less hc established thc foundations of an orderly financial 
system. After his resignation from thc Cabinet in lyç)-,, hc rc- 
sumed hts successful practice of law. In 1801 hc founded the 

,' v '°' k Eventng Post, mainly as an organ for the propa- 
gatton of hts political bclicfs. It was in thc course of his 
P? activtties that hc carncd the eninity of Aaron Buir 
who engaged him m a ducl. Hamilton, mortally strickcn, dicd 
on the day followmg the encountcr, July 12, ,804. 


THOMAS JEFFERSON 

Third Presidem of the United States and founder of the 
Democratic Party, Thomas Jefferson was onc of thc truly great 
liberais of modern times. He was bom on April 13. 1743, at 
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Shadwell, Virgínia, thcn part of the frontícr wilderness. He 
studied at home and thcn at the CoIIege of William and 
Mary. When he was twenty-thrce he was admitted to the bar. 
Sevcn ycars later he abandoned his practicc with a tidy Fortune 
and a profound dislikc for lawyers, and scttled down to the life 
of an independcnt country gentlcman. 

JeíTcrson\s interest in public affairs, however, never per- 
mitted him to cnjoy his retiremcnt. He had bccn elected a 
mcmbcr of the Virgínia IIousc of Burgcsscs and, as colonial 
problems became acutc, he took an increasingly active part in 
the movcmcnt for indcpendencc. His suggcstions to Virgínia 
delcgatcs to the Continental Congress wcre published in a 
pamphlet entitlcd A Summary Vicw of the Rights of America, 
and placcd him among the foremost Ieaders of the revolution; 
in England he was singled out for special prosecution, and in 
America his associatcs chosc him to draft the Declaration of 
Indcpendencc. 

Rcsigning his seat in the Congress, JefTcrson turncd his 
attention to the formulation of a constitution for his native 
Virgínia. Many of his ideas were incorporated in that docu- 
ment; otlicrs wcre includcd in the statutes ycars later. In 1779 
he was clcctcd governor of Virgínia. In 1783, again in Congress, 
he headcd a committec appointcd to consider the treaty of 
peace with England. In the following year he wcnt to France 
as minister of the new American govemmcnt and served with 
great succcss. 

As sccretary of statc in the Cabinct of Gcorge Washington 
he promulgated the ideais of dcmocracy around which the 
Dcmocratic Party was built, and which led to his clcction in 
1800 as Prcsidcnt of the United States. IIc left the presidency 
after two terms and devoted part of his remaining years to the 
cstablishmcnt of the Univcrsity of Virgínia, which he con- 
sidered one of his most importam works. He dicd on July 4, 
1826, at Monticello, the home he had built himsclf. The 
epitaph, which he had choscn, rcads: “Ilcrc was buried 
Thomas JefTcrson, author of the Declaration of American 
Indcpendencc, of the statute of Virgínia for religious freedom, 
and father of the Univcrsity of Virgínia.” 
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PATRICK HENRY 


Patnck Henry, American slatcsman, «as bom in \ : irginia on 
Ma y 2 9 , >736. With but a cominou school cducation, lie began 
working early, as a farmer and latcr as a storckccpcr. lie mar- 
ried when he was cightccn. Tliree ycars latcr he began to study 
law, at which hc was immcdiatcly succcssful. In i~;tí-, hc was 
elected to tbc Virginia legislaturc. Thcrc and at tlie Continen¬ 
tal Congressos hc «on a lcading position among American 
patnots by bis bold and eloquent specches. It was in tbc st ite 
legislature tbat Henry clectrified the asscmblage witli a spejcb 
in wbich he dcclared tbat “Cacsar had bis Urutus, Charles tbc 
First his Cromwcll, and Gcorge the Third—may prolit by their 
example.” It was Henry, also, who First spoke tbc oft-quoted 
line, “Give me liberty or give me deatb.'’ 

Alter tbc Rcvolutionary War, Henry championcd a more 
conservative policy and urged defeat of tbc ncw constitution. 
He had twice becn governor of the statc of Virginia and long 
had bcen an importam figure in his States poíitics. In 1789, 
after the constitution had becn adopted in spite of bis opposi- 
tion, he returned to the practice of law, rctiring finally in 179.,. 
Hc dicd on Junc 6, 1799. 


THOMAS PAINE 

P r aÍnC ’ rcvolutiona '-y propagandist, was bom in 
Engiand on January 29, ,737. I n , 77+ lle saiied fo| . Aincrica 

and specd.ly bccame active in the movement for indcpendence. 
n J anuai l’ 1 77 ’ e wrote a pamphlet, Commoti Scnsc, advo- 
cating mihtant opposition to the Crown. “These are the times 
that try men s souls were the sonorous opening words of a 
second pamphlet. H.s usefulness throughout tbc Rcvolution 
later was rccognized by the Continental Congress. 

In 1787, he returned to Europe. When his book on The 
hlights of Man, a prophetic book on democracy, dcdicatcd to 
Washington, made it nccessary for him to fiee from England, 
ne confincd his activities to Francc where he was elected to 
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the National Convention, the legislative body of the new First 
Republic. But his popularity did not last long. Opposing the 
execution of the king brought about his imprisonment for a 
year. On his way to prison he was able to hand a friend the 
manuscript of his Age of Reason, an attack on established 
religion. In 1802 he retumed to America. Poor, ill, dissipated 
and drunk, he died in New York on June 8, 1809. 


PAUL REVERE 

The role in American history of Paul Revere, patriot and 
hero of Henry Wadsworth Longfellow's poem The Midnight 
Ride of Paul Revere, was much more importam than is gen- 
erally known. The mcssenger galloping through the New 
England countrysidc to warn his neighbors of the advance of 
British troops was but a small part of his busy life. Thcre werc 
other rides in the interest of liberty besides the famous one of 
the “eighteenth of April, in Sevcnty-five.” There were other 
activities as a member of the revolutionary group, the Sons of 
Liberty. In addition Revere was a silversmith, dentist, engraver, 
merchant, and family man. He manufactured gunpowdcr and 
cannons and mastered the art of bell-casting. Aftcr the Rcvo- 
lution his primary interest was the manufacture of ships’ metal 
parts, and in 1801 he embarked on what was one of his greatest 
Services to his country: the founding of a rolling mill for 
making the coppcr hull sheathing of ships. He had made the 
copper and brass parts for the first six ships of the American 
Navy, of which the Constitution (familiarly known as Old 
Ironsidcs) was the most famous. After the building of the 
rolling mill, the Constitution was re-coppered with metal from 
Rcverc's mill. In his latcr ycars Revere was closely associated 
with Robcrt Fulton in making copper boilers for a new typc 
of boat which Fulton callcd the steamship. 

Paul Revere, born in Boston in 1735, was the son of a French 
immigrant silversmith, Apollos Rivoire. Paul received some 
formal education but was apprenticed at an early age in his 
fathers business. He participated in the Boston Tea Party 

92 



(' 773 ) and the next day began a trip on horscback to carry the 
news of the incidem to Philadelphia and New York. A voar 
later he rode sixty miles through snou- to dclivcr a warning of 
t eimpendmg arrival of British reinforccments at Fort WilMam 
and Mary. On tbe strength of tliis warning tbc fort was takcn 
y the Americans. Revcrc scrved on a committee whose dutv 
was to watch tbe movcmcms of tbe British, and on an A r.ril 
n.ght in 1775, after receiving tbe signal of two lanterns hung in 
the steeple of the old Nortb Cburch in Boston-a signal «hich 
meant that the British were moving bv sca— be bo<'.m bis ride 
to tvarn tbe countrysidc that the encmy «as comine. In 

^U St K°iV 757 *^ eVC o married Sara ° rne . b y "Itom be had 
ch,ld ' i en - After Sara’s death in 1773 hc married Rachel 
yalker and mcreased his fannly by cight more. Paul Revcrc 
died on Sunday, May 10, 1818. 


NATHAN HALE 

Nathan Hale’s famous Iast words— “I only regret that I 
have but one life to lose for my country"— ivere uttered on 
Ounday Septembcr 22, 1776, when he «as about to be han-ed 
by the British as a spy. Had it not becn for tbe American 
Kevolution, this distinguished patriot would probably have 
been a mimstcr instead of a soldier. He «-as bom at Covcntry 

whRhTdmr JU 7 6 ’ I755, and in sp!tc of dclicatc boal.h 
velôned inm “ d ° ubtful that "ould live. be de- 

íon Í of aU,,eti ‘ sp T 

■ 773 he was graduated with highest honmsTrom Ya^Uni- 

oon,7’ t0 a S graCe and Charm of ntttnncr he «as 

popular wKh bothstudents and faculty, After his graduation 
he taught school. He had a wide knowledgc of scicnce de- 
voted much time to studying, and looked forward to a nromis- 
mg career. r 

of P / rIOd CamC t0 an abrupt term ' n ation with the outbreak 
of the American Revolution. Hale was one of the first to 
arouse the pcople to action and immediatcly enrollcd as a 
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voluntccr. Early in the conflict he was made a captam for his 
"allantry and whcn the men in his company wanted to retura 
home at the end of their time, he offered them his months 
pay if thcy would stay a month longcr. While stationcd in 
New York he exccutcd a bold feat. With the aid of a few 
pickcd volunteers Ilalc boarded a British sloop loaded with 
provisions in the East Rivcr, imprisoned the guard and de- 
livered the food to the hungry men of his army. hen General 
George Washington made known his need for a man to enter 
the British lines and obtain needed information, Ilale volun- 
tecred for the mission, although he kncw that capture meant 
ignominious death as a spy. Disguised as a schoolteachcr in 
scarch of einploymcnt, he succceded in gctting behind the 
British lines and lcarning the ncccssary facts. He had rcachcd 
a comparativcly safe point on his rcturn journcy when he was 
seized by titc British. A Tory cousin recogmzcd and betrayed 
him The information he carricd concealcd betwecn the soles 
of his shoes convicted him as a spy. Hc was denied the conso- 
" lations of a minister and a Bible, and the lcttcrs hc wrote to his 
family were dcstroyed in his presence. The excusc wliich the 
British gave for this action was that “it was ncccssary that the 
rebcls never know that thcy had a man who could die with such 
firmness.” 


JOHN PAUL JONES 

Among the many immortal sayings lcft by John Paul Joncs, 
first of Amcrica’s great sea fightcrs, nonc is better remembered 
than his rcply to the British captain who askcd for his sur- 
render: "I have not yet begun to fight.” It was reported that 
nes er in his carccr did he have adequatc ships, supplies or men, 
that his accomplishmcnts were the rcsult of his own ski , 
courage and devotion to the cause hc served. 

This famous scaman was bom in Scotland on July 6, 1747 * 
His liame was John Paul, the Joncs being added later. He 
became a sailor at the age of twelve. He was a lieutenant m 
the Continental navy when he raiscd the first naval flag of an 
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American squadron, emblazoncd with a rattlc-nake and bcar- 
ing thc words: “Don’t trcad on me.” Joncs was a caplain when 
he hoisted tlie first Stars and Stripes that cver ílcw from the 
peak of an American man-of-war, and tliis llag rcceivcd from 
the Frcncli flcct the first formaI recoenition cver given !>y a 
forcign fleet to thc United States in a salmo to the American 
fiag. After the American Revolution Joncs served nnder 
Catherine of Rnssia. Upon leaving hor navv, he lived for two 
years in Paris, where he dicd on July 18, 17.12. 


JOHN ftlARSHALL 

John Marshall, charactcrized as the greatest of thc chief 
justices of the Supreme Court and thc best expounder of the 
Constitution, was bom in Virginia on Scptcmbcr 24, 1777. 
Marshall was taught at home by his fathcr and mothcr. Ilis 
introduction to law camc at William and Mary Collegc, where 
he cnrollcd near thc end of thc Rcvolutionary War, after 
having served as a captain. He was admitted to thc bar before 
the war was over. Ile bccamc a lcading lawycr and a member 
of the Virginia lcgislaturc, where hc was cxtrcmcly influcntial 
in bringing about thc adoption of thc Constitution. 

Marshall served his country on a spccial tnission to France 
and in 1799 was clccted to Congress. Thc following ycar hc 
was appointed Secretary of State, and in 1801, under Presidcnt 
Jefferson, he bccamc Chief Justice of thc Supreme Court, a 
posttion hc hcld for the remaining thirty-four vears of his lifc. 
Among hts famous cases was the trial of Aaron Burr for high 
treason. Marshall s home was in Richmond, Virginia, but hc 
died in Philadelphia, where he had gonc for medicai treatment, 
on July 6, 1835. 


LAFAYETTE 

Marie Jean Paul Yves Roch Gilbcrt dii Moticr, Marquis de 
Lafayette, a Frcnch general and statesman and an officcr in 
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the American Army during the Revolution, was bom on 
September 6, 1757, and came into possession of a large fortune 
at the age of thirteen, when his father died. When the nineteen- 
ycar-old captain of dragoons presented himself to the American 
Congress and oílcred to serve as a volunteer, he was made a 
major general. Gcorgc Washington, for whom Lafayette named 
one of his sons, was his lifelong friend. For his Services during 
the conflict, he reccivcd formal recognition from Congress, 
and upon a rcturn visit to America in 1784, he was greetcd 
with tremendous cnthusiasm. 

Lafayette was an early leader in the Frcnch Revolution and 
was rcsponsiblc for the adoptiqji of the tricolor of modern 
France. He hopcd, howcvcr, for the restoration of a limited 
monarchy and thcreby lost his popularity. FIc fled the country 
and was capturcd by the Austrians, who mistreated him 
severely. Napolcon obtained his freedom in 1797. He continued 
to take a part in Frcnch political afTairs until his death on 
May 30, 1834. 


MARIE ANTOINETTE 

Maric Antoincttc, the Austrian princess who bccamc queen 
of France, is among thosc personalities whose worth historians 
dispute. Few now believe that when she was told the mobs of 
Paris had no bread, she replied, “Let them eat cake.” However, 
many do believe that she was stupid and apathetic to the 
sufFering of the masses, while others depict her as a saint and 
a martyr. The princess was born in Vienna on Novcmber 2, 
J 755 » daughter of the great Empress Maria Theresa. The 
marriage of the little princess to the dauphin of France was 
solcmnizcd at Versailles on May 16, 1770. Besides disliking her 
conccrn for Austria’s welfare, many peoplc resented her dis- 
regard for court etiquette and were shocked by her questionable 
conduct. Fler husband, who became Louis XVI in 1774, was 
afTectionate but not passionate. Marie Antoinette found solace 
in the company of dissolute courtiers, extravaganccs in dress, 
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m amusements, attendancc at horsc raccs, and masked balis. 

Scandalous gossip diminished somewhat aftcr the. birth of 
Mane Antoinette’s first child, and she led a quieter life. Hut 
she was hated by the Paris masses, who held bcr responsible 
f° r the financial chãos of the country. The alTuir of the dia- 
_mond necklace confirmed and sealed the vcrdict. It «as not 
sattsfactorily proved whcthcr the quecn dclibcratcly worked 
out the intrigue to trap the Cardinal of Rohan, wliom she is 
reported to haye hated, or whcthcr she was the innoccnt victim 
of a clever thief. At any rate, a diamond necklace valued at 
1,600,000 livres was rcleased by a firm of jewelers, who, whcn 
they came to collect their moncy, were informcd that Marie 
Antoinette had never ordered or rcceived any such necklace. 
The pubhcity of the ensuing trial was extrcmelv harmful to 
the already unpopular qucen. 

During the days after the outbreak of the Revolution, the 
king was vacillating and wcak and Marie Antoinette ncgotiated 
for the safety of the family. llcr intrigues took the form of 
sponsoring an artncd intervcntion by Áustria, which she was 
convinced was the only means of rcscue for her and her family. 
The king was cxecuted on January 17, 1793. Marie Antoinette 
«as separated from her childrcn, forccd to witness the mis- 
treatment of her son and was subjected personally to many 
tnsults. Her trial began in Octobcr, 1793, and the queen was 
led to the guillotine on the sixteenth day of the same tnonth. 


DANTON 

The French rcvolutionary leader Ceorgcs Jacques Danton, 
who was bom on October 26, , 759 , vvas ne glected by his 
parents and beaten by his schoolmistress. This wild youtw 
ruffian, however, possessed a brilliant mind and advanced 
rapidly as a lawyer in Paris. 

Danton’s attacks against anti-revolutionary leaders were 011c 
of the causes for a flight to England for safety, but he later 
returned to Parts and became Minister of Justice in the pro- 
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visionai government. Although he was not directly responsiblc 
for many of the atrocitics of the French Revolution, he was 
associated with those who were, and he voted for the death 
of King Louis XVI. For a time he was prcsident of the 
Committee of Public Safety, but upon its rcorganization he 
relinquished his position as a mcmber, and this cost him his. 
life. He had many enemics cager for his downfall, among them 
anothcr revolutionist, Maximilien Robcspierrc. Danton was 
convictcd on a spurious charge of conspiring to restore the 
monarchy and was guillotincd on April 6, 1794. He was only 
thirty-six. Defiant to the last, he assertcd, “I am Danton till 
my death; tomorrow I shall slcep in glory.” 


ROBESPIERRE 

The Frcnch revolutionist Maximilien Marie Isidore Robes- 
pierre met his death on the guillotine, the same fatc to which 
he had condemncd thousands during the Rcign of Terror. 
Robespierre, born on May 6, 1758, was a followcr of Rousscau, 
adopted the profession of law, rapidly becamc known as a 
leader among the liberais and was crowned by the pcople as 
an absolutcly incorruptiblc patriot. In the early stages of the 
French Revolution his powcr was by no means absolute among 
the radicais, but his pica for the death of Louis XVI did much 
to strcngthcn his position. In July of 1793 bc becamc a member 
of the Committee of Public Safety and in this capacity dccrecd 
the attions that link his name with the worst horrors of the 
Revolution. ^ ct in spite of his faults he never catered to the 
mob and he remained honest. 

Robespierre s downfall began when he attemptcd to override 
the other members of the committee. For more than three 
months he was practically a dictator. The first attack against 
him was instituted on June 17, 1794. 1 ° httlc more than a 
month hc was takcn to prison in a pitiful condilion due to a 
gunshot wound in the jaw. He was scntcnccd to. death and 
guillotincd on July 28, 1794. 
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napoleon 


One of the worlds grcatest militarv leadcrs, Napoleon 
Bonaparte lived to see almost all his world-shaking accom- 
phshments undonc. IIc was born on August j-,, 176.) i n 

jaccio, Corsica, which not long before liad becomc a French 
posscssion He was the fourth son of a large family of Italian 
descem. His mihtary eclucation in Francc complctcd lie 
entered the army as a sub-licutcnant of artillcry in 178-.’ and 
becamc a fricnd of Robespierrc. IIc was only twcmy-six whcn 
he becamc cornmander of the French army in Italv It was in 
the campa.gn that followed that his mcn afTectionately dubbed 
him Litllc Corporal.” 

In 1799, returncd from an expedition against the English in 
Egypt, he was choscn first of the three consuls who wcre to 
take over the unstable government of the First Rcpublic. The 
three were to govern togcther for tcn years but Napoleon was 
soon dictator. In 1802 he was madc cônsul for life and two 
years later he was named cmperor of Francc. During his 
consulslnp he reorganized and stabilizcd the government."Sub- 
sequemly hc proved himself to bc an ablc administrator, 
abolishing many abuses. Howcver, the coalition of other 
European powcrs determined to destroy democracy, led him 
mto furthcr warfare which becamc a campaign of aggrcssion 
m Which hc ivas victorious over Rússia, Prússia and Áustria 
le made his brothers rulcrs of conqucrcd countries and in.all 
of these he introduccd the principies of the French Revolution. 

M tinin e ma r‘r e bcautiful J°*Pl>ine Keauharnais, of 
M , ,7 ' i" '- 7!)6 ' In 1810 hc obtained a divorce and mar- 
ried Mana Louisa daughtcr of the Austrian cmperor. He 
seemed conf.dent o the future and he wanted an lieir. But 
Napoleon was on the brink of his swift decline. In i8i-> he 
began his disastrous march on Moscow. V.’hcn hc returncd 
defeated, hc had lost 400,000 mcn, and a succcssion of reversos 
followed until, m 1814, Paris was takcn by the allied arniies. 
Napoleon abdicatcd and was sent into exile on Elbn. 

A year later, Napoleon cscaped from his island home. Re- 
cruitmg an army, he marched on Paris and proclaimcd himself 
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cmperor. Renewal of the war was inevitablc and he accepted 
it. But on June 18, 1815, he was defeated by the British and 
Prussians at Waterloo. On July 15 he surrendered and, as a 
prisoner, was sent to Saint Helena where he died on May 5, 
1821. 


LORD NELSON 

Horatio Nelson, the most famous naval ofTicer in British 
history, was born on September 29, 1758, and entered the 
English navy at twclve. Three years later he went on an Arctic 
expedition and upon his rcturn was madc a lieutenant. After 
bcing promoted to the rank of post-captain in 1779. he was 
sent to Nicaragua in command of a man-of-war and took Fort 
San Carlos. Nelson was marricd in the West Indies in 1787, 
was rctired from active Service six months later and lived 
quietly in England. He was fond of his wife, but not in love 
with her. On the outbrcak of war with the French Republic, he 
was put in command of the ship Agamemnon and sent to join 
Admirai Samuel Hood in the Meditcrranean, where he took 
part in the siege of Bastia. IIc lost onc of his eycs during the 
siege of Calvi. On a diplomatic mission to Naplcs in 1793 
Nelson met Lady Emma Hamilton, wife of the British minister 
there, and fcll complctcly under her influencc, scandali/ing 
English socicty and lcading to a separation from his wife. 

On September 23, 1796, Nelson, a commodore now, was 
ordered to leave the Mcditerrancan, but he was soon sent back 
to get supplies at Elba. On rcturning he passed through the 
Spanish flect which had then joincd the cause of France. On 
the next day occurred the famous battle of Cape Saint Vincent. 
His skill and courage madc Nelson a popular hero. A few 
days later he bccame a rcar-admiral. His next scrvice was an 
attack on Santa Cruz, in which he lost his right arm. When the 
French fleet carrying Napolcon Bonaparte escaped from 
Toulon and madc its way to Egypt, Nelson followed and 
defeated the fleet in the Bay of Aboukir at the mouth of the 
Nile on August 1, 1798, ruining Napoleon's plans for Eastcrn 
conquests. For tliis feat he receivcd the title Baron Nelson of 
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íhe Nile and a pension of $10,000. He was promoted to vicc- 
admtral m 1801. 

Nelson took part in many othcr campaigns. For his bom- 
Darci rnent of Copenhagen hc was crcatccl a viscount. He at- 
tacked the French fiotiila at Boulogne, commandcd the British 
neet m the Mediterrancan and for two ycars engaged in thc 

ockade of Toulon. Again the Frendi cscaped. and the British 
admirai chased the ficet all the way to thc West índios and 
back to Europe again, where it took rcfugc at Cadiz But 
Admirai Yillcneuve, in despcration, decided to fight it out. The 
rrench and Spanish fleets undcr his command set out on Octo- 
ber '9, 1805, and two days latcr met the British squadron olT 
Cape Trafalgar. It nas therc that Nelson uttercd his famous 
soprai to his fleet: “England expects every man to do his dutv.” 
lhe desperate engagement ended in victory for the British, 
but Nelson was fatally wounded aboard his ship and died thc 
same day. It was largcly owing to him that England remaincd 
the one nation never conqucrcd by Napoleon. 


JOHANN WOLFGANG \'ON GOETHE 

Johann Wolfgang von Goethc, not only Germany’s greatest 
P , oc ‘ l ( )ut a worId figure, passed his childhood in Frankfort on 
the Main, where he was born on August 28, 1749. At sixteen 
taoethe entered the university of Leipzig. To these student 
days belong two small plays and a collection of lvrics inspircd 
by a youthful love affair. In Leipzig also lie took lessons in 
rawing. uring his convalescence froni a scrious illncss, 
Goethe became engrossed in occult philosophy, alchemy and 
rehgion. Next he began a law course in Strasbourg and studied 
Gothic architecture, passed through a period of fervent Gcr- 
mamsm and was profoundly influenced by a ncw friond, 
the author Johann von Herder. Another love affair, this time 
with a daughter of a village pastor, was doomed ’to an un- 
happy ending. The girl was thc inspiration for Margucrite in 
Faust and appears again in Dichlung und Wahrheit. A tragedy 
written in 1773, Oõtz von Berlichingcn, established tlie Shakc- 
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spearcan drama forni on the German stagc, inaugurating thc 
literary movcmcnt known as Sturm und Drang (Storm and 
Strcss). Othcr works of this time wcrc anothcr tragedy, 
Clavigo, and a sentimental novel, Thc Sorroics of Werther. 
The drama of Faust, his masterpicce, began to take shape prior 
to his departure for Weimar in 1775, 'viicre the sccond phase of 
Gocthc's life began. Thcrc wcrc three more romances—onc 
in Wetzlar, where hc practiced law; anothcr with a girl he met 
on the Rhinc; and a third with a Frankfort socicty woman to 
whom hc was engaged for a time. Gocthe was invited to the 
court of the dukc of Weimar, where he bccame a minister of 
State, dircctcd thc court theater and took an interest in agri- 
culture and mining. The lovc interest was provided by the 
wife of a Weimar oílicial. Thc important writing of this period 
did not come until after a visit to Italy, where he rcvcled in 
art treasures, dcepcncd his seientifie knowledgc, finished 
Egmont , a drama alrcady begun, and did furthcr work on 
Faust. Upon his rcturn to Weimar hc took a young girl, 
Christianc Yulpius, into his home. IIc had a son by her and 
latcr legali/.ed their rclationship. He began work on a ncw 
novel, Wilhclm McistcFs Apprcnticcshif». This was only fin¬ 
ished after hc bccame acquaintcd with thc poct Friedrich von 
Schillcr, whose fricndship and influcncc wcrc of extreme im- 
portance. Under Schiller’s encouragemcnt he wrote the epie 
poem Ilcrmann and Dorothca. 

The final period of Goethe*s life began after Schiller’s death 
and saw thc complction of his crowning achicvemcnt, Faust , 
containing all his maturcd wisdom. Gocthe dicd in Weimar 
on March 22, 1832. 


FRANZ JOSEPH HAYDN 

rhe fame of Franz Joscph Haydn, Austrian composcr, rests 
upon his position as a master of music for string quartet, for 
which he wrote sevcnty-scven picces, and upon his symphonies 
of which he composcd more than a hundred. For a rigorous 
musical course, Haydn paid in part with money borrowed from 
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his fnencls and in part by teaching mude. Aftcr he becamc- 
better known as a toachcr and compuser, lie reocived aid fmm 
several wealthy patrons of the arts, and his lifc nas casier 
nnancially. He made the inost of his opportunitics and bec.nnc 
famous throughoutEuropc. 1 lis wife, who was unsyinpathciic 
and unworlhy of hini, used liis manuscripts as curl papers and 
pie forins and squandercd his moncy on finci y. 

One ot Haydn’s best friends was the composcr Wolfgang 
Amadeus Mozart. On IIaydn's return jouiney from F.ngland, 
"liere he conducted a series of concerts and wrote his “Sur- 
prisc Symphony, he met I.uduig van Beethovon, tvho was tlien 
only twcnty-tuo. Deethovcn presented to llaydn a cantata and 
later studicd under him for a year. Haydn was born on March 
3 b 1732» and dicd on May, 31, 1809. 


WOLFGANG AMADEUS MOZART 

The chilclhood of the Austrian composcr Wolfgang Amadeus 
Mozart was erratic and abnormal, He was born on january 27, 
G 5 6 - Signs of his musical genius werc apparent when he was 
only three years old. He commcnced composing at the age of 
four and made his first public appcarance in lytii. In his sixtfi 
year he wrote his first published work. His life for niany years 
was a series of appcaranccs throughout F.urope, punctuatvd by 
penods of study and by constam composition. It was asserted, 
howevcr, that he remained unspoiled by the petting he received 
from Europc s royalty. Emperor Francis I sat by his side while 
he played and called him “my little magician." Wdien Francc’s 
future queen, Marie Antoinctte, helped him up when he 
shpped on a pol.shed floor, he saicl, “You are very kind; u hcn 
I grow up I will marry you.” One instance which did mueh to 
spread his fame occurred when hc was only fourteen. To every- 
one’s consternation he wrote from memory aftcr only two 
hearings the Miscrcre of the Italian composcr Gregorio Allegri, 
a sacred composition guarded with the greatest of care. Singcrs 
were forbidden to transcribe it on pain of cxcomnnmication. 

Mozart grew in stature as a musician with his increasing 
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ycars. Some of his bcst works, including the operas Die 
Zaubcrflõte and La Clemenza di Tito , and the Requiem, which 
he bclieved he was writing for his own death, were composed 
during the last year of his life. His most famous operas, Le 
Nozze di Figaro and Don Giovanni (the ovcrture to which he 
wrote in one night), appcared in 1783 and 1787, respectively. 
The separate publishcd tvorks ascnbed to Mozart number 626. 
He was also a rcmarkable performcr on the piano, organ and 
violin. The Italian composcr Gioachino Antonio Rossini called 
him not the greatest but the “only musician in the world.” 

In 1782 Mozart married Constanzc, the daughtcr of Fridolin 
Weber, a prompter and copyist. Constanze was a poor house- 
kecper and from thcn until his death Mozart was constantly 
in nced of moncy, although hc was unclcr the patronage of 
royalty and had many friends. FIc had cncmies also, some of 
whom were vcry bitter. Rumor accuscd the Italian composer 
Antonio Salieri of poisoning Mozart, but it was more com- 
monly believcd that his death was caused by typhoid fever. 
He died on Decembcr 5, 1791, and was buried in a pauper’s 
grave. Constanze suffercd a breakdown at his death, and when 
she was ablc to visit the cemetery latcr, she could not identify 
his grave. 


LUDWIG YAN BEETHOVEN 

The most eminent of instrumental composcrs, Ludwig van 
Beethoven, was born at Bonn, Prússia, on Decembcr 16, 1770. 
His father, a musician, hoping to produce a child prodigy, 
made him practice on the harpsichord at the age of threc. 
Ecssvns on the violin, clavichord, pianoforte, organ, and in 
composmon, followed. When Ludwig was eleven, he appeared 
in Hoiland as a piano virtuoso. At about the same time he was 
appomted assistam organist at the chapei of the Elector of 
iSonn. 

.. ,' V ’.' en T he " o as thirtecn, the composcr’s first Work was pub- 
iisned, in 1787 he was somehow provided with funds for a 
peno o stu y A\ith Mozart in Vienna. A fcw months later, 
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however, he was rccallcd to Bonn bccause of tlic illncss of his 
mother. Soon aftcr hcr dcatli hc bccamc the chief support of 
his family. It was his duty too to take caie of t!ic s.ilari of his 
father who had become a habitual drunkard. I Io bcgan to give 
lessons and to makc public appearance*. 

When he was twcnty-one lie wcnt to Vicnna wliere he re- 
mained for the rest of his life. There hc siudied míder Ilaydn 
and others. Dcspite his ccccntricity and iii> outragcoudy bad 
manners, he found cxcellent patrons and «as rcceived in the 
best society. Nevcrthclcss hc was always a dcmocrat who hatcd 
tyrants. Although his Eroica Sym/ihony was dcdicatcd to 
Napoleon he tore up the dcdication when the lauer assumed 
the emperors Crown. His first five years in Vicnna were the 
happiest in his life. In 1795 he made liis debut there as a 
pianist and, with his Concerto in C Major, won instant recog- 
nition. 

From about 1798 he was troublcd with a defect in his hearing 
which steadily grew worse. He was totally deaf when, in 1814, 
he composcd his eighth symphony. Hc wrote only onc more 
after that. In 1822 he made a disastrous attenipt to conduct an 
orchestra. In private hc continued to play, and sometimes 
friends would come.upon him playing at the piano although 
no sounds were Corning forth. He refused, howcver, to gir e up 
his art, 

Although he was surrounded in Vicnna by friends and ad- 
mirers, Bcethoven lived a solitary life. Genuincly simple and 
sincere, he nevertheless was inordinately suspicious. Conse- 
quently, all his deeply human emotions found succcssful ex- 
pression only in his music. He died on March 2G, 1827. 


IMMANUEL KANT 

Metaphysician and founder of “criticai philosophy,” Im- 
manuel Kant completely dominated philosophical thought of 
the nineteenth century. He was born of Scotch anccstry, in 
Kònigsberg, Prússia, on April 22, 1724. When he was sixtecn 
he entered the University of Kònigsberg where, in 1753, he 
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received thc dcgrce of Doctor of Philosophy and published 
his thesis on Natural History and Theory of the Heavens. 
Thcrcafter he hcld thc position of private lecturer, or “docent,” 
at thc university until 1770 whcn he was givcn the chair of 
metaphysics and logic. 

Kant’s lifc at thc university was almost ludicrously like that 
of thc traditional caricature of a professor. A little man, 
scarccly fivc feet talI, he was physically delicate. To safeguard 
his health, and to obtain maximum time for study, he set 
himself a daily schcdulc of activities from which he never 
dcpartcd. Nor did he evcr travei farther than sixty miles from 
liis home. He never marricd. 

In 1781 he brought forth his Critique of Pure Reason } his 
chicf contribution to philosophy. In it he dcvelopcd the thesis 
that the mind is an active organ which has its own a priori 
powers of knowlcdgc. Kant had aimed his work mainly at the 
cmpiricists whosc thesis was that the mind derived all of its 
knowlcdge from cxpcricncc through the senses. Soon after the 
publication of this work, howcvcr, churchmcn throughout Ger- 
many began furiously to protest his atlitude toward religion. 

In a subsequent work, Critique of Practical Reason, he 
dcvclopcd thc thesis that our individual freedom lies in obedi- 
encc to thc moral law that spcaks within us. Kant continued 
his philosophic cxploration despite clerical protest. Dut whcn 
at thc age of sixty-fivc, hc hailed thc Frcnch Revolution, with 
cnthusiasm, and rcccivcd a warning from King Frederick 
Wilham II that furthcr “offenscs” would be followed by 
“unpleasant conscqucnces,” he agreed to preserve silence. This 
hc did to thc day of his death, on Fcbruary 12, 1804. 


ROBERT BURNS 

The popular poet Robcrt Burns was bom in Scotland on 
January 25, 1759. He composcd his first poem at seventeen. 
JSui ns s famdy was very poor and he workcd hard as a plow- 
man on t ic farm, turning for relaxation to winc, women and 
song. nc of His swcethcarts, Jean Armour, eventually became ; 
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his wtfe. Anotlicr, Mary Campbell, who dicd of a fcver 
Jnspired To Mary in Hcai cn and Highland Mary. 

In 1786, poor and heartbroken, Burns publishcd a volume of 
poems to raise moncy for passage to Jamaica, where lie was to 
work as a bookkccper, but the success of bis poems and 
negotiations for a sccond book induced liini to remain in Scot- 
land. He wcnt to Edinburgh, where lie becamc a social lion 
and led a Boliemian existence. After he married Jean, bc rc- 
ceived a civil appointmcnt at Dumfries. Ilis last years were not 
a PPy- duties of his oílice as an exciseman 

and his outspoken sympathy for the Frcnch Revolution causcd 
him trouble v\ith the government. He dicd in 1796. 

Among Burnss poems are: The CottcAs Saturday Night; To 
a Mouse; To a Lousc; Tam o’Shanícr; Scots wha hac wi‘ 
Wallace Bled; Flow Gently, Swcct Afton; A Man’s a Man for 
a That; My Lovc’s like a Red, Red Rose; John Andcrson, My 
Jo; and Auld Lang Syne, all spcaking with decp sinccrity of 
the everyday things that the common man fcels and thinks. 


SIR WALTER SCOTT 

The Scottish poct and novelist Sir Walter Scott, born at 
Edinburgh, Scotland, on August 15, 1771, suffered an attack 
of spinal meningitis at the age of eighteen months which Icft 
him with a pcrmanently cripplcd right leg. Some believe had 
it not bccn for that handicap, he would have bccomc a soldicr 
rather than a writer. In spite of this restriction, he was 
describcd as having bccn of high spirits, attractive to bo'th 
sexes and a boon companion at the bar. As a boy Scott not 
only iead widely, but also remembered what he rcad, and he 
became acquainted with several languages. Ilis wife ivas a 
French girl. His inspiration for writing poctry carne from 
reading German ballads. After the success of his The Lay of 
lhe Last Minstrel, in 1805, Scott gave up work in law to under- 
take the double occupation of writing and performing the 
duties of a clerk of session. In addition to composing Mannion 
an d The Lady of the Lakc , both of which increascd his fame 
107 



as a poet, Scott took an intcrcst in politics, entered the printing 
business» wrote articles, cditcd books and still found time for 
reading and study. This display of genius and energy hardly 
had its equal in the history of English literature. 

In 1812 Scott bought a farm on the Tweed River in Scotland 
and erccted a palatial home. From thcn on his life was made 
still busier by his duties as a country gcntleman, a position of 
which he was extrcmcly proud. Ilis expenditures were enor- 
mous, and only the income from his novcls, which bcgan to 
appear during this pcriod, stavcd off imrnediate financial ruin. 
The íirst novel, U averley, bcgun in 1803 and laid aside upon 
a fricnds advice, was complcted in four weeks in 1814 and 
published anonymously. It was highly successful, as were its 
inimcdiate followcrs, which included Guy Mannering, Rob 
Roy and The Heart of Xíidlothian. By this time Scott was fccl- 
ing the physical strain of his nianner of living. The Bride of 
Lammermoor was dictatcd while he was in such pain that 
afterwards he could not rccall the story. In spite of his ill hcalth 
he began Ivanhoe, the most popular of all his works. Among 
the books ncxt published were Kenilworth , Quentin Durivard 
and The Talisman. Next carne bankruptcy and a dcbt of about 
£130,000, which Scott felt honor bound to pay. Still disre- 
garding his poor health, which had now bcgun to affcct his 
brain, he undertook to write his way out of debt, refusing all 
assistance and enduring many infirmitics. He was ablc actually 
to pay only about half of the sum, but he died belicving him- 
self free of dcbt. His death carne on September 21, 1832. 


LORD BVROiV 

A poct of cncrgy, passion and wic, Gcorge Gordon, Lord 
>ion \\as one of the early niiieteenth centurv pocts who 
turned from classic modcls to now fortns of frecr expression, 
greater in íviduality and more intenso fceling for the beauties 
o nature. He was born in London, January 22, 1788. His par- 
ents havinjr separatcd, he was takcn to Iive with his mother. He 
uas ari >oinr, clcar-eyed, endowed with a beautiful speaking 
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voice. When hc was tcn he inherited the titlc Lord Byron from 
his granduncle. Hc was educatcd at Dulwich, Harrow and 
Trinity College. 

In 1807 he published Hours of Jdlcncss, a volume of verse 
whieh critics receivcd with hostility. Stung bv the comments 
of Lord Brougham in the ‘Edinburgh Review,” Bvron wrote 
the satire, English Bards and Scotch Rcvicwcrs, dísplaying a 
wit and niasterful vcrsification that definitcly established him 
as a literary figure. Aftcr a tour of the contincnt, he rcturned 
with two cantos of Childc llarold, which hc published in 1812 
with immensc success. Othcr works followcd, of lesser stature, 
while he indulged in the revelry of London socicty. 

In 1815 he marricd a Miss Milbanke. A little more than a 
year Iater, after the birth of a daughter, thev separated. Slander 
and calumny attended his domestie difíícuhics, becoming so 
sharp that he left England, never to return. He met Shelley in 
Geneva and the two became intimatc friends. On the Contincnt 
he showed scant respect for the convcntions; yet tliis was for 
him a period of extraordinary creativcness in which every detail 
of his tempestuous life was revealed in poctry. He complctcd 
his Childc Harold and wrote The Prisoncr of Chillon, Alanfred 
and The Lament of Tasso, all beforc 1819. That year he wrote 
Mazeppa. and published the unfinished poem Don Juan. During 
this time he wrote aiso a number of dramas. 

In 1823 he wcnt to Greece to aid that country in its fight for 
reedom from Turkish rule. There he helped grcatly in organiz- 
•M S j s . truggle - t,lc midst of this work, howcver, lie fcll 
til and died of exposure and fever on April 19, 1824. Byron's 
poems were almost as popular in France as in his own country 
and were a constant source of inspiration to Frcnch writers 
and painters, who often showed greater criticai insight than 
British interpreters. 


PERCY BYSSHE SHELLEY 

The British poet Percy Bysshe Shelley was born in 1792, an 
heir to rank and wealth, but he early set himsclf against all 
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orlhodox authority. When he was only cightecn he was expellcd 
from Oxford and forbidden to return Home because of his 
pamphlct on Thc Ncccssity of Athcism. Tlie same ycar he 
marricd Ilarrict Wcstbrook, his sister’s schoolmate, and in 1813 
thc couplc inoved to London. Ilcrc Quccji Alab was printed 
for p ri vate circulation. In iOi.j. Shelley eloped to France with 
Mary Godwin, daughtcr of a well-known philosopher and 
his no less famous wife, Mary Wollstonccraft. Two years later 
Ilarrict committcd suicide. Frec to marry Mary, the poct 
spcnt thc remaining years of his bricf lifc with her in Switzcr- 
land and Italy. 

In i Si G Shcllcy wrote Alastor and bccamc a friend of the 
poct Byron. Thc next ycar hc produeed Thc Rcvolt of Islam, in 
which he pourcd out liis hatrcd of opprcssion. Shelley oncc 
laughingly said that hc would have bccn uttcrly unknown had 
it not bccn for tlic publicity of attacks in which hc was callcd 
a dangerous monster of revolution. Promcthcus Unbound , in 
which Promcthcus represents mankind, appcarcd in 1O20. 
Upon thc death of thc poct John Keats, Shcllcy composcd thc 
famous elegy Acionais , and soon after, in April of 1822 hc 
himsclf was drowncd while boating. Thc warmth of Shcllcy’s 
genius is expressed not only in thc cxalted longcr poems men- 
tioncd but in such short, melodic lyrirs as thc Ode to the Sky 
Larh, The Co/ud , thc Ode to thc West Wind, and To the Night. 


JOHN KEATS 

In less than five >cars John Kcats, English poet, produeed 
poctry wh, eh lias hardly bccn surpassccl in the history of Eng- 
, . Ucr;u ,'" c - Keats was born in Octobcr of 1795, anel after 

cavmg school in 1810 hc uns apprcnticcd to a surgeon. In 
10 , hc ,aiet Lci S h Hunt, poct, critic and essayist, and began 
to unte the poems by which he is knoun today. His first vol- 
ume^tppcared in March of 1817; thc iatter part of that ycar 
' q S q CC j^t C n ^h "Titing Endyrnion. This was published in 
i i an sabclla was begun. Keats took a walking tour that 
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year which was followed by a scrious illncss, but in Octobcr hc 
began Hypcrion, which Shellcy admirccl so much that hc 
invited Kcats to come to Italy and livc with him. Kcats rcfused. 
In 1819 he complctcd his otlicr two longcr poems, The Evc of 
St. Agncs and Lamia. In i3eo it was discovcrcd that hc had 
tubereulosis. IIc sailed for Italy, where he dicd in Roine on 
February 23, 1821. IIc was buricd there ncar Pcrcy Bysshc 
Shcllcy’s grave. 

Among his many shorter poems are The Evc of St. Marte, 
Ode to a Nightingalc, To Autumn, On a Grccian Uni , Ta 
Bcllc Dame Sans Merci, To Psyche, On Mclancholy and On 
First Looking into Chapman*s Homer, all marked by a delight 
in the beauty of the physical world. 


HEINRICH HEINE 

Heinrich Heine, German poct, was rcally a cosmopoliran. 
Although he was born at Düsseldorf, Dcccmbcr 13, 1799, the 
child of a Jcwish couplc, hc grew up using Frendi words and 
was only sixtccn when he wrote Two Grenadiers, a song glori- 
fying Napolcon, latcr set to music by Robert Schumann. 
Guilliver’s Traveis , by the English writer Jonathan Swift, was 
one of his favorite books and it was under lhe influcnce of 
the Scotch writer Sir Walter Scott that hc wrote his first plays. 

In 1821, he published a book of poems. In 1827 Heine 
visited England. The next year hc travclcd in Italy. Revolu- 
tionary sentiments in his Italian Skctchcs caused siícli excitc- 
ment that it was unsafe for him to rcniain in Germany. After 
1831 he lived in Paris, marrying a Frcnch girl. and writing, in 
both French and German, poems that Théophilc Gautier called 
“joyous and sad, sceptical and credulous, tender and cruel, 
sentimental and mocking, classic and roinanlic.” The Lorclci, 
On Wings of Song, and Du Bist Wie Einc Blume are among 
the lovcliest. Heine died at Paris on February 17, 1856. 
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GOYA 


Francisco Jose de Goya y Lucicntes. Spanish painter, was 
born at Fuendetodos ncar Zaragoza, March 31, 1746. On 
account of his daring caricatures and satirical works he has 
bcen called "The Hogarth of Spain.” At fourtcon he went to 
Zaragoza to study. At twenty he went to Madrid. In 1789 he 
became court painter. The varicty of his work is extraordinary. 
I aintings, tapestrics, etchings, aquatints, Iithographs and draw- 
mgs sfiow us Spain in its beauty and brutaiity. The subjects 
are portraus, mídcs, bullfights, wars, mvstica! iandscapes, 
games, provcrbs. ' 

In 1824 Goya paid a visit to Paris. IIc was to havc tremen- 
dous ínnucncc on Frcnch painters. He dicd at Bordcaux, 
rrance, a voltimary exile, on March 16. 1828. Ilis works 
tnclude portraus of thc royal family; thc Dticliess of Aiba both 
dressed and nudc; Gossiping IVomcn; Thc Third of May , 8 o 8 - 
l he Majas on thc Balcony; City on a Rock; Don Bernardo 
Yriarte; Don Tiburcio Perez; St. Peter Rcpcntant; Manuel 
Osono dc Zumga; Vincente Osorio; and Luis Maria de Cistué 
Among his series of etchings the most extraordinary are Dis- 
asters of U 'ar and The Capriccs. Thc Bulis of Bordcaux are 
fnmous Iithographs. 


ROP.ERT FULTON 

Frídav ‘£17 ° f ^ 011 íhc Corning of 

nÍl by R„hé’t'r 0 ^ ' ° thC Clcrm <”>‘. a steamboat 

" he li! n °"’ m ° VCd Up thc Hudson River 
appearance of a T ' at . a ^peed of five miles an hour. The 
tiie crcws of miiiv K m °'‘. ng ' v ' tbout sails badly frightened 
fangled boat w? í' 1 * 0n the nver The mentor ° f «his nevv- 
American in ' ,he »">« >«r as another 

•irt but I .. Cn .° r ’ E l ^ hitney. Fulton first intended to study 
i'íeaofVs,' ! C . m T° P r he became 50 “grossed with the 
proicct Tli f, ni ’°''. t lc turned hls entire attention to that 
I J t. Hi. hrst trial boat was built on the Scine in Paris. The 
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cngine vvas too hcavy. The boat broke in half and sank. A 
stronger boat proved successful in 1803, but there wcrc still 
many improvcmcnts neeclcd. 

After the success of 1807 thc rcmaindcr of Fultons life nas 
occupied with invcnting. In 1814 he was commissioned to 
build a steamship of war. This, the Fulton, nas the pride of 
Ws life. Tlie inventor died on Fcbruary 24. 1815. 


ELI WHITNEY 

Tlte inventor of the cotton gin, Eli A\ hitncy, saw cotton for 
the first time when he accepted an invitation to visit a Geórgia 
plantation. He had studied law at Vale Univcrsity. frorn which 
he was graduatcd in 1792, but he had always possessed unusu.d 
mechanical ability. Instead of continuing hi s law prai tice, lic* 
started work on the cotton gin. Thc first machine nas norked 
by hand and could clcan fifty pounds of lint in .1 day. A 
patent was granted on March 14, 1794, and a piam for thc 
manufacture of cotton gins was established in New Havcn, 
Connecticut. It was unable to supply the demand and many 
gins had to be made by blacksmiths. 

Numerous complications over infringements on the patent 
so disgusted Whitney that in 1798 he turned to the manu¬ 
facture of fircarms. He introduced to industry tlte revolutionary 
ideas of standardized parts and factory division of labor. 

Whitney was born on a farm in Westboro, Massachusetts, on 
Dccembcr 8, 1763. He died in 1825. 

FRANCIS SCOTT KEY 

The fame of Francis Scott Key, lawycr and author, rests 
upon The Star-Spangled Banner, the words of which he wrote. 
He stated that they wcre to be sung to the tunc of Anacreon 
in Hcaven. Key, who was born on August 9, 1780, took up the 
practice of law in Washington, and became district attorney 
for the District of Columbia. In 1814 he witncssed the bom- 
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bardment of Fort McHenry, near Baltimore, by the British. 
The firing ceascd at dawn, and the onlookcrs, peering anxiously 
through the smokc and dim light, saw that the American flag 
was still fiying from the fort. Key immediately wrote the first 
draft of The Star-S/ranglcd Banner. It became instantly popu¬ 
lar, but it was not adopted as the national anthcm of the 
United States until 1931. Key died in Baltimore on January 
11, 1834. 

James Lick, a Califórnia millionaire, bcqucathed the sum of 
$60,000 to build a monument in Kcy’s honor at San Francisco. 
Th is monument, complctcd in 1887, is fifty-one feet high, in 
the foim of a double arch, under which a bronze statue of Key 
is seated. The arch supports a bronze figure representing 
America. 


JOHN JACOB ASTOR 

On the day in 1779 whcn John Jacob Astor, thcn sixtccn 
ycars old, Icft the villagc of Waldorf, Germany, he made a 
resolution to bc industrious and honest and not to gamble. 
Ihis, togcthcr with sound health and good common sense, was 
almost his entire equipment for a carccr as one of America’s 
leading capitalists. His name, linked with that of his native 
vdiage, ts commcmorated in New York Citys famous hotel, 
the Waldorf-Astor,a. Astor made his way to New York where 
he began hts apprenticcship in the fur business. He carried on 
a fu, trade with the Indtans and foundcd Astoria on the 
Columbta Rtver. Whcn he was worth $230,000, Astor moved 

t n II n r ° ad "7; "r CrC thc Astür IIousc Bfilding now 
Mands. Unttl he was fif.y-five he appcarcd at his store by seven 
o ciock cach inornjng. 7 

In addition to fur trading, Astor also purchased New York 
real estate. At one time^hc was reported to have owncd 7,000 
snmt CS M th t e C “ y . D,lr,n S ‘he latter part of his lifc he gave 

ico íis ortunc to philantliropic enterprises, to his rclatives 

and to thc poor of Waldorf. At his death on March 29 1848, 
his estate amountcd to at least $20,000,000. 
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WASHINGTON IRVING 


Among thc most popular of Washington Irvingy contribu- 
tions to litcrature are The Lcgcnd of Sleepy IIollow and Rifi 
Van Winkle, old legcnds which lie re-wrote witli thc Iludson 
River country as the background and which h.ive bcconic an 
integral pait of American folklore. The author was born on 
April 3, 1783, in New York City, and Ceorge Washington is 
reputed to have given his blessing to thc hoy who was namcd 
for him. In 1804 Irving bcgan a two-ycar trip through Europe. 
Knickerbockcr s History of New York appearcd in 1809. This 
burlesque history scandalized old Dutcli families but cnjoycd 
an extraordinary succcss. 

In 1815 Irving wcnt to Europe again and soon took up writ- 
ing as a means of livclihood. Thc Skctch Book, Iiraccbndgc 
Hall and Tales of a Travcllcr established him as a lcading 
author. The Alhambra, inspircd by a visit to Granada, ap- 
peared in 1832. Beforc his rcturn to the United States, Irving 
served as sccrctary of the American Lcgation in I.ondon and 
rcceived the medal of the Royal Socicty of Litcrature and an 
honorary degree from Oxford. To please his American public 
he wrote A Tour on lhe Prairies, which appearcd in 1835. He 
died in 1859. 


JAMES FENIMORE COOPER 

There was little in the early life of James Fenimore Cooper 
that indicatcd his later carccr would be as a writer of fiction. 
Cooper, who ivas born on Scpiembcr 15, 1789, in Burlington, 
New Jersey, attended Yale until he was cxpellcd and thcn ixxnt 
to sea. Subscqucntly he superintended the building of ships for 
the navy. After his marriage he led thc life of a country 
gentleman to whom writing carne accidcntally and was not a 
matter of financial neccssity. American newspapcrs of Coopcr’s 
time dealt widely in personalities and personal abuse, and thc 
last years of the author’s life wcre occupicd with numerous 
libei suits. Thesc controvcrsies probably prompted his rc- 

”5 



quest that no biography of him be vritten. He died in 1851. 

Cooper's early novcls verc Prccaution and The Spy. His 
ncxt book, The Pioneers, the first of his Lcather-Stocking Tales, 
intioduced characters who, at his vifes suggestion, were re- 
vived in The Last of the Mohieatts and The Prairie. In this 
series also are The Pathfinder and The Deerslayer. His other 
" ° ,ks hiclude sea tales, such as The Pilot; a novel of manners, 
Home as Found; and three novcls contrasting American and 
European political systems. 


SIMON BOLIVAR 


Leader of the revolutionary struggles which rcsultcd in the 
indcpendcnce of vhat arc nov \’cnczuela, Colombia, Ecuador, 
Panama, Peru and Bolívia, Simon Bolivar is revered there as 
the “Libcrator,” and is knoun in North America as the 
“Gcorge Washington of South America." He vas born on 
July 24, 1783, in Caracas, Venezuela. Of a vcll-to-do farnily, 
hc vas cducated in Madrid and traveled through Europe and 
the United States. When he was cightccn he married. Tiro 
years later his wife died. Thenceforvard hc devoted his entire 
lifc to the fight to establish the sovercignty of the Spanish 
colonies in South America. 


p n J u| y 5 . <8 ii, Venezuelan indepcndcncc vas declarcd 
Imtial succcss turncd to defeat and Bolivar fled to the vice- 
royalty of Nueva Granada (nov the republies of Colombia and 
Panama). He led the forces of cach countrv in turn meetin e 
altemate defeat and victory. In t8u, he led an army from 
\ enezuela across the Andes to the rcscuc of the hard-pressed 

exh'K T CS °, f Nucva Amving almost 

exh.u. ted by the hazardous march, they found that a Spanish 
orce vas comrng to meet them. With three days to prepare 

defe t % Cn ! agCment ’ B0Uvar raIlicd h « "°°PS and decisively 
defeated the cnemy. A fev months later he marched back 
oter the Andes to Venezuela vhere, after more than a ycar of 
and peace ’ on June 


When Guayaqml and Quito (cach a part of what is now 
tcuador) had becn added to thc United, independent govern- 
ment of Nueva Granada and Venezuela, Bolivar proceeded to 
Peru On Deeember 9, ,824, thc last resistance was overcome 
and Spamsh domination in tlie New World was ended forever. 
In his honor a large arca within Peru was made an inde¬ 
pendent republic and given thc name República Bolivar (now 
Bolivia). 

In the few years tbat remained of his life lie faced an almost 
continuous problem of insurrcction among the various elements 
in the newly-libcrated territories. Aftcr repeated. unsuccessful 
attcmpts to restore unity among his peoplc, lie retired, ill and 
almost penniless, to Alejandrino, Colombia, where hc died on 
Decembcr 17, 1830. 


ANDREW JACKSON 

Andrew Jackson, thc seventh Presidem of the United States, 
was born of Irish immigrants in thc pionccr settlcmcnt of 
YVaxhaw, South Carolina, on March 15, 17C7. His father had 
died a few months before, and his mother had found refuge 
as a housckecper in the home of an invalid sister. He was onlv 
nine when the Rcvolutionary War began, yct hc soon was 
bearing arms. When the war was over, he was a homeless 
orphan his mother and two older brothers had died— and he 
suffered from the effccts of smallpox, contracted during a short 
period in a British prison camp. 

At that time Jackson scemed to bc prcoccupicd with liorse 
racing, gambling and other pleasures, yct hc managed to study f 
law, and ultimately was admitted to practicc. In 1788 hc 
moved to Nashvillc, then a new frontier settlcmcnt, where, 
three years latcr, hc was married. Jackson and his wife assumed 
that her first husband had obtained a divorce but it was two 
years later that the divorce actually was obtained. A sccond 
ceremony gave rise to slanderous rumor which Jackson was 
ever ready to answer with pistol or fists. 

In 1796, when Tenncssee was admitted to the Union, Jack- 
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son, already prominent in local politics, was chosen to help 
frame the State constitution, and was clected to the House of 
Reprcscntativcs. Thcreafter he was successively senator, judgc 
of the State Supremo Court and major general of the State 
militia. In 1813 hc led a voluntccr army against the Indians 
uho ha d risen against the U nited States. Two years later, as 
a major general in the regular army, hc led the American 
foices in the Battlc of New Orleans, completely routing the 
British attackcrs. 1 Hc fact that th is battle was fought after 
pcacc had been dcclared shows how slowly news travelcd in 
those days. 

Old Hickory,” as he bccamc known, was elcctcd President 
m 1828. He had bccomc a national hero and now his adminis- 
tration was to bring a ncw ideal into governmcnt—Jacksonian 
Democracy which provided for greater participation of the 
common pcople in political affairs. IIc served two terins in the 
White IIousc. Both wcrc characterizcd by dcmocratic reform. 
One of his most notablc battlcs was his war on the United 
States Bank. Whcn hc retired his popularity was greater than 
that of any rctiring President in the country’s history. His 
fame remained undiminished through the years of his rctire- 
ment, to the day of his death, June 8, 1845. 


HENRY CLAY 

The early hfe of Henry Clay, American orator and states- 
man was one of poverty and privation. He ivas born on April 
<2. 1777, and his rudimcntary schooling carne from a country 
tcachcr who was fairly good-naturcd whcn sober but cross whcn 
he nas drunk. Clay’s carcer in the Congrcss of the United 
States began m 180G as a senator; in 1811 he was clected to the 
House of uhich he was Speakcr for many years, and also served 
h,s c ° unt 7 as Secrctary of State. Hc was twice an unsucccssful 
prcsidential candidate. Upon his sccond defeat in 1844 even 
the victers made littlc of their triumph, feeling that a great 
tvrong had beer. done, and his supporters actually shed tears. 
ay nas an c.oqucnt orator, and his leadership was a strong 
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factor in bringing about the War of 1812. On the olher hand 
he was the nation’s lcading pacifist on the slave que^tion, rc- 
peatedly effecting compromises which delaycd the Civil War. 
As a scnator hc made his final spcech on the cjm-^ii«jn « f sLvny 
in the new State of Texas, a spccch wliicli l.ttcd two days and 
from the cfTort of which hc never fully rccovercd. IIo died two 
years later on Junc 29, 1852. 

DANIEL WEBSTER 

It is said that with the first twonty-five cents lie carncd, 
Daniel Webster bought a handkcrchief on which was printed 
the Constitution of the United States. IIc rcad it over and over 
until he kncw it by hcart, a knowlcdgc which later proved of 
incstimablc value to him in his careci as American stutesman 
and orator. Webster had a rcmarkablc memon ; he also kncw 
much of the Biblc by hcart. His frail health during childhood 
made him unfit for hcavy work. lie passed a good part of the 
time hunting and fishing and rcading all of the books in the 
villagc library. Webster was born at Salisbury, New Hampshirc, 
January 18, 1782. Ilis íather, hoping that some day Daniel 
would bc a Congressman, mortgaged his farm in order to send 
Daniel and his brothcr to school. Daniel refuscd a position as 
court clerk, although it offcred an attractive salary, saying 
that hc wanted to bc a lawycr. Whcn his father pointed out 
how crowdcd the profession was, Daniel made the familiar 
reply, “Thcrc is always room at the top.*' 

Webster began his climb to the top with his admission to the 
bar in 1805. Hc gained a reputation for oratory and legal 
ability, and in 1812 the cldcr Webstcr’s ambition was realized 
with his son’s elcction to Congress. After two terins Webster 
returned to his law practice and, needing a largcr ficld than 
he had in New' Hampshire, moved to Boston. He bccamc a 
leading constitutional lawycr and delivered scveral famous 
orations on special occasions, such as the 200th annivcrsary of 
the Pilgrims’ landing at Plymouth and the laying of the corncr- 
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stone of the Bunker Hill monumcnt. He returned to Congress 
m 1823 and vvas made a senator in 1828. 

Webster reached the peak of his career in 1830 whcn com- 
batting the stand taken by the Southern senator, Robert Y. 
Hayne, advocating the right of a State to nuliify acts of Con- 
grcss. Websters Rcply to Hayne is almost unanimously con- 
sidercd the highest example of American oratory, comparablc 
m .ts way to the oration, On the Crown, of the Greek orator 
Demosthcncs. Webster continued in the Senate with Iittle in- 
terruption cxccpt for tvvo years as Secretarv of State. His 
famous Scventh of March Specch, of 1830, ruined his chances 
! or thc prcsidency, but postponed civil war for ten years. In 
May, 1852, he was thrown from bis carriage, and on October 
2), he dicd of his injuries. FrascFs Magazine in 1830 said, “He 
uas the greatest orator that ever lived in the Western Hemi- 
spherc.” 


FRANZ SCHUBERT 

Franz Liszt wrote of the Austrian composer Franz Peter 
Mhubert: ‘ IIc was the most poetical musician that ever was.” 
Schubert w as an cxtrcmely prolific composer of many typcs of 
musie, but the compositions that immortalized him ucre his 
songs, w-hich totalcd ncarly 500, and which are rcally the first 
modern songs. He composed rapidly with feu revisions and it 
was sa.d that he could carry on a conversation while engaged 

InnPhZ m\ P ' CC , CS - HC SC,U * he SC0,e ° f his 

Synphony to a musical soc.ety director who kept it for forty- 
it performed mCmÍ ° ned havin S i( ' Schubert never heard 
Schubert was bom near \'ienna on January 31 , 7q7 and 

vÓicèTe b mUSÍC , al ^ ftS at 3n ear ' y a S c - With hi, fine boy’s 
he became \ a T 5 chorister > after his voice broke 
broueht h a . SC r hoolmaster Hke his father. Teaching musie 
jife H„ hlm hls first regular income, but he was poor all of his 
■ ! f‘ ed T V ' Cnna from ‘>'P hus on November 19, 1828, 

that ;L; 1C ln ; r, S ' 1 a , VC se P arated hy only two others from 
tliat of Ludvvig van Beethoven. 
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Erlkõnig, Gretchcn am Spinnrad, Hcidcnròslcin, Am Mar, 
Du bist die Ruh, and Ave Maria arc among thc most beautiful 
of his songs. 


ROBERT SCHUMANN 

The Gcrman composer Robcrt Schumann began scrious 
study of thc piano at the age of twenty. Howcvcr an accidcnt 
to one hand made him give up thc piano. Hcnccforth he dc- 
voted his time chiefly to composition and musical criticism. 
Outstanding among his works, which includc orchestral, vocal 
and instrumental music, are those pieccs in which the piano 
plays an important part. In his highly emotional songs hc is 
thc equal of Schubert. In 1835 h c nict Felix Mcndelssohn, 
whom hc regarded as thc greatest living musician; and an 
intimate friendship developcd betwecn them. Schumann inar- 
ried Clara Wieck, the daughtcr of his old tcacher. Shc was an 
accomplished pianist, and for scvcral ycars shc tourcd Europc, 
interpreting her husband’s music to thc public. Thcir marriage 
was one of extraordinary mutual devotion. 

As carly as 1833 Schumann had manifested unhcalthy 
mental symptoms, and in 1854 hc attemptcd to coinmit suicide 
by jumping into thc Rhinc. IIc was rcscucd, but unmistakablc 
insanity appcarcd, and thc last two ycars of his lifc wcrc 
passed in a sanitarium. He dicd on July 29, 1836, at thc age 
of forty-six. Fraucnliebc und Lcbcn and Dichterliebc arc cycles 
of songs that arc outstanding. Othcr great Schumann works arc 
his compositions for piano, his piano concerto, and his four 
symphonies. 


FRÉDÉRIC CHOPIN 

Warsaw music lovers of 1818 hailed a nine-year-old boy as a 
child prodigy. The boy, Frcdcric François Chopin, proved 
worthy of thcir acclaim, for he became one of the greatest of all 
composers of music for the piano. 
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Chopin was born in a Polish village, Zelazowa Weda, on 
March i, 1809, His fathcr was French and his mother the 
claughter of an impovcrished Polish nobleman. At the age of 
fifteen Chopin had his music printed, and five years later he 
began a tour as a piano virtuoso. Paris adorcd him and sent 
him more wcalthy young women as students than he was able 
to teach. Aftcr rctiring from the conccrt stage in 1835, Chopin 
devoted his time to composition in spite of his failing hcalth. 
Franz Liszt, Ilcctor Bcrlioz, Hcinrich Ilcinc, Ilonorc de Balzac 
werc his friends. His friendship with the famous French 
novelist Georgc Sand produeed some of the world’s most noted 
lovc letters. He died of tubcrculosis in Paris, October 17, 1849. 

Chopin\s works includc scvcnty-four opus numbers, many of 
which are familiar and lovcd in the conccrt halls of the world. 


GEORGE SAND 

George Sand, the pen name assumed by the French novelist 
Armantinc Lucile Aurore, Baroness Dudevant, was born in 
Paris on July 5, 1804. She passed three years in a convcnt and 
then was marricd to Casimir Dudevant, from whom she sepa- 
rated in 183G. She formed a elose attachment with Alfred de 
Musset, the poet. Aftcr deserting him for anothcr, she cut off 
her hair and sent it to him as a tokcn of repentance, but he 
never cntircly forgave her. Anothcr romance was with the 
musician Frédéric Chopin, to whom she was devoted for 
several years. She died on June 8, 1876. 

The following books are representative of the four periods 
into • hich George Sand’s work is divided: Valcntine , Jaeques 
and .. onc Lconi (notablc among novcls colorcd largcly by her 
marital difliculties); Consuclo (outstanding among her picas 
01 a socialistic revolution); François le champi, La Petite 
adette and Les Maítrcs sonncurs (charactcristic of her pas¬ 
toral novcls); and Le Marquis de Villemer and Mlle. la 
Quiri tinie (typifying the wider social studies of her fourth 
period). 
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FELIX MENDELSSOHN 


Fclix Mcndelssohn’s talcnts as a composcr and a pianisl 
found such cncouragcmcnt in his Hamburg homc that he was 
giving piano conccrts whcn he was nine and was noted for his 
improvisations at twclve. The now famous overiure to .1 Mid- 
sumtner NighPs Drcain was composed whcn he was seventeen. 
In 1829 he conductcd a cliorus of 350 voiccs in lhe Si. Matlhew 
Passion of Johann Sebastian Bach, which was lhe íirst known 
performance of a chorai work of ihal composcr since his death 
in 1750. Mcndclssohn was made musical dircctor of Diisscldorf 
in 1833 and two ycars latcr bccamc conductor of the Leipzig 
Gewandhaus Orchcstra, the highest musical position in Ger- 
many. 111 hcalth forced him to retire in 1846 and he died on 
Novembcr 4 of the next ycar at the age of thirty-eight. 

A trip to Scotland in 1829 was inspiration for Mendelssohns 
Scotch Symphony and the Hebrides overture; his Italian Sym- 
phoíiy refiects his rccollcctions of Rome, Venicc and Naplcs. 
His other works includc the Refonnation Symphony of 1832, 
the oratorio Elijah, and the Concerto in E minor for violin 
and orchestra. 


ARTHUR SCHOPENHAUER 

The Gcrman pessimistic philosophcr Arthur Schopcnhaucr 
was born on Fcbruary 22, 1788, in Danzig. Whcn Arthur was 
sixteen, his father died. The boy found the pursuit of his 
father’s mercantile business distastcful and gave it up to study. 
After a period in the University of Bcrlin he lived in Drcsdcn. 
Herc he wrote The World as Will and Idea, which appearcd in 
1818. All of Schopenhaucr’s subsequent writing was furthcr 
commcntary upon the philosophy he advaneed at this time. In 
1844 he published a sccond edition of this book. 

Schopcnhaucr believed that “the great man is not the con- 
queror, but he who denies the will to live.” He, nevcrthcless, 
was inordinately carcful of his own life. He fled from cholcra 
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in Berlin, from smallpox in Naples, and finally scttled in 
\ crona where he fcared hc had swallowcd poison snufl. He 
passed his last twenty-sevcn years in Frankfort, living in terror 
of assassination and robbery. During the Iatter part of his life 
his work became recognizcd and he basked in the popularity 
which he had always wanted. He died at his breakfast table 
on Septcmber 21, 1860. 


BRIGHAM YOUNG 


Brigham ^oung, Mormon lcadcr, was born in Verinont, on 
June 1, 1801. Rcarcd in unscttled western New York, he had 
no schooling but bccame a skillful jack-of-all-trades. In 1832, 
martied and tlic father of two childrcn, he was convcrted to 
Mormonism. In the following ycar hc led a band of converts 
to Kirtland, Ohio, where he began his risc in the church. As a 
missionary, he traveled throughout the States, and even made 
onc trip to England. In 18-14 hc succecded to the picsidencv of 
tIrc scct upon tire death of Joseph Smith, the founder. 

1 oong dirccted the historie migration which rcsulted. in 
1848, in the founding of Salt Lake City, Utah. IIc also or- 
ganized the life of the new scttlement. Undcr him, the ap- 
paratus of church and State wcre idcntical. His sermons were 
mainly devoted to practical management down to the minutest 
detail. VVhen the United States took over the Northwest 
Tcrritorics, hc was appointcd governor, but whcn the Federal 
governmcnt superseded him with another, he ahnost led his 
peoplc to war against it. He died on August 29, 1877. 


SAM HOUSTON 

Among the high lights of the carcer of Sam Flouston, soldier 
and statesman, nonc glows more brightly than his performance 
as commander-in-chicf of an army of 700 Texans, who, on 
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April 2i, 1836, defeatcd an army of 8,000 Mcxicans in tlie 
Battle of San Jacinto. Houston bccamc involvcd in thc aíTairs 
of Texas in 1832 and bccame the leadcr of thc Texans in thcir 
movement to win frccdom from México. The indepcndencc 
of Texas was sccurcd by thc battle of tliat April day. and thc 
hero of the conflict bccamc thc first presidem of thc Rcpublic 
of Texas. 

Houston’s road to this position liad bccn a devious onc. Ile 
was born near Lcxington, Virgínia, on March 2, 1703. Whcn 
his family moved to Tcnncsscc, thcir ncar ncighbors wcrc a 
tribe of Cherokcc Indians. Ilouston lived ainong them for 
scveral years, was adopted by thcir chief and even thoroughly 
mastered thcir Ianguagc, which philologists rank as thc most 
diflicult in the world. In 1811 he returncd home, taught school 
for a time and thcn entered thc army. I Ic resigned his com- 
mission after being accused of smuggling Negrões into the 
States through Florida, ahhough he was fully cleared of thc 
charge. He settlcd in Nashvillc, Tcnncsscc, and studied law, 
and in 1827 he was choscn governor of thc State. 

In January of 1829 Ilouston marricd, but three months latcr 
he abruptly resigned his governorship and disappeared, leaving 
his wife. The cause of thc separation was never explaincd fully, 
but some letters found scveral years latcr indicatcd that his 
wife lovcd anothcr man and that for her happiness Ilouston 
had sacrificed himself, giving up home, position and friends. 
The next three years Houston passed witli his Indian friends. 
He took as a wife a half-breed woman with whom he lived 
until he returncd to civilization. She refused to follow hiin. He 
sank to the lowcst depths of his carecí* during this time and was 
frequcntly called “Big Drunk” by the Indians. He left them 
to go to Texas. 

Houston was re-elected presidem of Texas in 1841, and in 
1845, when Texas was admitted to the Union, he bccame onc 
of her first senators. He remaincd in the Senate until 1839. 
when he was clcctcd governor of Texas. He was deposcd in 
1861 for adhercnce to the Union. After this he rctired to his 
home in Huntsvillc, Texas, where he died on July 26, 1863. 
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WILLIAM LLOYD GARRISON 

The abolitionist William Lloyd Garrison, born on Dcccmber 
io 18015 at Ncwburyport, Massachusctls, paid for his educa- 
tion which was endcd bcforc hc was fiftecn, by saw.ng wood 
and’ doing other odd jobs after school. His life s work was 
begun in 1829 wlicn hc was madc editor of the Baltimore 
papcr caltcd The Genius of Universal Emancipatwn His 
arrest, following a libei suit based on his fiery editoriais on 
cmancipation, caused much comment even in the South, since 
jt was considered intcrferencc with freedom of the press. 

Garrison and his partner, Isaac Knapp, worked as typcsctters 
to earn the inoney for the publication of a small paper, 7 he 
Liberalor, begun in .83. and dcdicatcd to the aboht.on of 
slavery. Garrison was thrcatened and molcsted and even 
attackcd by a Boston mob, from which hc was luckily rescued, 
but the papcr conti.nicd to appear until after Pres.dcnt Lincoln 
issucd the cmancipation proclamation. For twenty-two ycars 
Garrison also served as president of the Amcr.ciin Anti- 
Slavcry Society. The remainder of his life after the Civil \V ar 
was pcaccful. Hc dicd in New York City on May 24, 1879. 


HORACE GREELEY 

The familiar ncwspapcr man’s story in which the hero works 
his way from a typcsctter to owncr and editor might well have 
becn patterncd after the life of Horace Greeley, for such was 
the route to his success. Grccley, who was born in Amhcrst, 
New Hampshirc, on January 3, 1811, obtained his first job 
betting type on the Eric Gazetlc; his next was in a New \oik 
printcr’s shop. Bccause of his interest in public questions, he 
foundcd in 1834 a wcekly literary paper, the New Yorker. 

Greelcy refused to join James Gordon Bennctt in establishing 
the Herald, but on April 10, 1841, in New York, he launched 
his own papcr, the Daily Tribune. This papcr Greeley intended 
to be a moral and intellectual aid to its readers, but above 
all it was a political paper, dedicated to fighting the battles of 
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the Rcpublican Party. Grcelcy’s last days wcrc saddcncd by 
the scverc illncss and dcatli of his wife. In addition, his dcfcat 
as the Democratic candidate for presidem in i*'7 - and the 
accusation tliat hc had becn disloyal to the Rcpublican Party, 
hurt him dccply. Greeley dicd on November 29, 1072. 


SAMUEL FINLEY BREESE MORSE 

While studying in Vale University, froin which hc was 
graduatcd in 1810, Samuel F. B. Morse first showed an interest 
in clectricity, which eventually led to his invention of the 
tclcgraph. Morse was born in Charlcstown, Massachusetts, on 
April 27, 1791. His carly endeavors werc in art, but liis genuine 
talcnt in that field has becn ovcrshadowcd in the popular mind 
by his invcnlive gifts. IIc was ono of the founders of the 
National Acadcmy of Design in 1825. Even aíter hc took up 
scientific rcscarch, hc remained onc of lhe be>t <*f the carly 
portrait painters. IIc painted Lafayctte, Ui Whitney, and 
scveral fine picturcs of women. Onc of his sitters described 
him at this time as the admiration of all the young ladies in 
New York, “notwithstanding hc is a widower with threc 
childrcn, and here and there a gray hair.” 

In 1832 while rcturning from a Europcan trip, Morse Iearncd 
of experiments in France by which clectricity had becn trans- 
mitted long distanccs. A friend remarked that it would be 
wonderful if news could be sent that way; Morse replied. ^ hy 
can’t it be?” He devoted the rest of the trip to working on his 
new problem. He evolved a codc for the transmission of mes- 
sages known as the “Morse Codc,” and finally complctcd the 
instrument upon which modem telegraphy is bascd, making 
his own models, molds and castings. On September 2, 1837, 
he successfully cxhibited his apparatus at the University of 
the City of New York, where he was professor of the art of 
design, although he had almost stoppcd painting. Albert Yail, 
brass and iron worker in New Jersey, bccame interested in the 
invention and from thcn on was associated with Morse in his 
undcrtaking. Morsc’s application for a patent was rcjccted m 
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England and Rússia. He obtained one in France, but the 
French government eventually appropriated his invention with- 
out compensating him. In 1843 Congress voted Morse $30,000 
to continue his work. He built an experimental line between 
Washington and Baltimore which was used for the first time 
011 May 24, 1844. 

Morse introduccd in America the process of photography 
dcvcloped by Louis Dagucrrc, French painter and chemist. He 
also patented a marble-cutting machine and experimented with 
tclegraphy by submarino cable. He was one of the founders of 
Vassaiya collcge for woinen in Poughkeepsie, New York. He 
was a friend of the novelist James Fenimore Cooper. His last 
public appearancc was at the unveiling of the statue of Ben- 
jamin Franklin in Printing Ilouse Square, New York City, on 
January 17, 1872. He died in New York on April 2 of that year. 
“I have bcen told scveral times," lie once wrote, "that I was 
born one lumdrcd years too soou for the arts in our country. 


WILLIAM CULLEN BRYANT 

The privatc praycrs of William Cullen Lryants boyhood 
dilfercd from thosc taught to him in only one rcspcct: they in- 
cluded a pica that he might be granted poetic genius and write 
verse that would endure. Born in western Massachusetts on 
Novcmber 3, 1794, Bryant began to write poems at an carly 
age. His first version of Thanatopsis, one of his best lovcd and 
most famous poems, was composed when he was only eighteen 
years old. Othcr early verses were Lines to a Waterfowl and 
To a Fringed Gcntian. 

During nine years that Bryant practiced law he was con- 
stantly cncouraged by his friends to continue his writing, both 
prose and verse. Eventually he settled in New York City and 
established connection with the New York Evening Post 
founded by Alexander Hamilton. His work in journalism, 
which lasted fifty years, and to which he finally gave more 
attention than to his Creative writing, has bcen emphasized 
128 


less than has his poctry, although thc two wcrc considcrcd of 
cqual importancc. His latcr work includcs iranslaiions of 
Homer’s Jliad and Odysscy and a few pocms. I Io dicd on Junc 
12, 1878. He had a clear, penctrating voicc and was an elo- 
quent speakcr. His poctry had a rcligious tone and simplc lovc 
of nature. 


THOMAS CARLYLE 

Although Thomas Carlylc had littlc use for dcmocracy. hc 
was a prophet of moral earncstncss. This British writer was 
born at Ecclefechan. Scotland. Deccmber 4, 1 795 * Aí thirtccn 
he entered Edinburgh Univcrsity: in 1814 he bccamc a teachcr 
of mathematics, and a teachcr he reinained in his writings. 
Dyspepsia hounded him, accounting for his bad temper. In 
1821 he met Jane IVelsh whom hc latcr married. For forty 
years she was the truc and loving helpmate of her husband, 
he wrote on her tomb, ‘‘and by act and word unwcarily for- 
warded him as none cise could.” 

Germany interested and influenced Carlylc. Johann A\ olf- 
gang Goethe, its greatest writer, arouscd his cnthusiasm and 
corresponded with him. “His is thc only hcalthy mind, said 
Carlyle, “that I have discoveied in Europc for long gcncra- 
tions.” In 1828 the Carlylcs retired to a lonely farm where thc 
author wrote his most original work. Saitor Rcsartus. Then 
thcy settled in London in a large old house wherein both of 
them died—Jane in 1865 and Thomas on February 5, 1881. 
Carlyle’s importam works include Herocs and li cr o Worship, 
The French Revolution and Life of Frcdcrick thc Grcat. 


RALPH WALDO EMERSON 

A poet whosc happiest literary form was the essay, and '\ho 
found his power and won his fame on the lecture platform, 
Ralph Waldo Emerson gave voice to the lovc of liberty and 
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fearless loyalty to ideais that characterized his native New 
England. Born of a gifted Family wliich included a number o£ 
elergymen, hc scems to have inherited the additional qualities 
of strenuous virtue, sclf-rcliance, sincerity and sobriety. 

Emerson was born on May 25, 1803, in Boston. His record at 
Harvard was undistinguished cxcept by his winning of prizes in 
literaturc and oratory. Aftcr his graduation in 1821, he taught 
for three ycars at his brother’s school for young ladies. Dissatis- 
íied with teaching, hc entered Divinity School at Cambridge. 
In 1820 hc bccame assistant pastor of the Sccond Cliurch 
(Unitarian) of Boston. In the same ycar he married Ellcn 
Tuckcr who clicd in 1832. In that year hc resigned the ministry 
and, after a trip to England in 1833, began his carccr as a 
lecturcr. 

His lectures and his cssays rcflectcd his tastes in rcading— 
poctry and mystical philosophy, biography and anccdotc. His 
principies wcrc dcmocratic while his tastes wcre aristocratic 
and so, while he took a sincerc interest in social and political 
reform, toward spcciíic reforms hc was remote and visionary. 
His stylc was both prerious and cpigrammatic. Whcn the 
Civil War broke out, altliough never an Abolitionist, he activcly 
supportcd the Union cause; he had taken his stand a few ycars 
earlicr whcn he said: ‘ I think wc must get rid of slavcry or 
we must get rid of freedom.” IIc was at his prime during the 
Civil War, “kccn physically and morally magnetie,” as the 
younger poct Walt Whitman dcscribed him. 

In 1845 Emerson had remarried and, two years latcr, he had 
revisited Europc. Now in his latcr ycars hc rctired to Concord 
where hc won the aíTcction of all. When, in 1872, his house 
burncd down, it was rcbuilt by popular subscription. Aftcr his 
return from a trip to Egypt in 1873, he withdrcw from 
practically all activity to the day of his death, April 27, 1882. 


HENRY DAVID THOREAU 

Hcnry David Thorcau was the only onc of the early Concord, 
Massachusctts, writers who was a native of that town. He was 
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bom thcre on July 12, i3i 7. In spitc of financial diííicultics hc 
succccdcd in bcing graduatcd from Harvard in 1837. The poet 
Jones \ cry, who was at that lime an instruetor in Greek at 
Harvard, was Thorcaids tutor. Thoreau was reputed to have 
becn tltc outstanding Greek scltolar among tltc Trnnscendentai- 
ists, a grottp cotnposed of Ralpli Waldo Emerson and his 
followers. In addilion to Grcek litcraturc, tiie young studeiit 
also was inílucnced by sixtccnlh and seventeenth century 
English pocts, Oriental scriptures, Emerson and Thoinas 
Carlyle. Thoreau did not enter a profession. Eor a time ite 
taught scliool in Concord, but, not widiing to bc bound by 
any occupation, hc turncd eventually to oarning his livcliliood 
through survcying, pcncil-making and olher odd jobs. 

Thoreau did not malte up his inind to beeomc a writer until 
1840. For a time hc lived with Emerson, and it is said that Ite 
not only copied Emcrson’s style of writing, but also even 
imitated his way of speech. During his life Thoreau published 
only two books. The first of these, A II Ve/, on thc Concord and 
Merrimack Riuers, appcarcd in 1849 and gaincd scant noticc. 
The sccond, 1 Valdcn, in 1854, farcd littlc better, but it is now 
considercd one of thc fmcst books of its typc in American 
literature. Among Thorcairs articlcs and addresses published 
in magazines is one, Civil Disobcdicncc, which Mahatma 
Gandhi, the contemporary Indian Jcadcr, rcad in 1907 and 
from it got an idea for his policy of non-violcnce in índia. 
Thoreau was an Abolitionist and was oncc jailed for refusing 
to pay a poli tax to a govcrnmcnt which permitted slaverv. 
His family paid thc tax, and Thoreau was released. 

The majority of Thorcau’s Works wcrc not published until 
after his death from tuberculosis, on May G, 1862. IIc is 
esteemed today, however, as one of the most original thinkcrs 
and one of the best prose writers of his time. Thorcaus altitude 
toward industrial inventions, many of which appcarcd to him 
as “improved means to an unimproved end,” is of peculiar 
interest in connection with present world conditions. A famous 
saymg of his is “I never found the companion that was so 
companionable as solitude.” 


NATHANIEL HAWTHORNE 


The boyhood of the novelist Nathaniel Hawthorne would 
be of interest to a modem psychologist. Hawthorne was bom 
on the Fourth of July, 1804, in Salem, Massachusetts, and his 
fathcr died whcn the boy was only four years old. His mother 
lived in seclusion for the rest of her life, even taking her meais 
apart from her children. Hawthorne had few boyhood a<> 
quaintanccs; for companionship and entertainment he de- 
pended upon books, the most iníluential of which probably 
werc Sir Walter ScotFs novels. Among his friends at Bowdoin 
College, which lie entered when he was scvcntccn, were Henry 
\V. Longfcllow. the poct, and Franklin Pierce, latcr a president 
of the United States. While in college Hawthorne decidcd upon 
a Jitcrary carcer, but after graduation he rctired to Salem, 
wherc he lived in seclusion for the next twelve years. Twice 
T old Tales , his first publication of importancc, appeared in 
1837 and attracted favorablc attention. 

For a time Hawthorne was engaged as a wcigher and gauger 
at the Boston Custom Housc, but this work left him little 
leisure or energy for writing. In 1841 he invested his slender 
savings, and lost them, in the Brook Farm community, an 
idealistic enterprise. The next ycar, howcvcr, he married 
Sophia Pcabody, and the couple managed to obtain, rent free, 
the historie Old Mansc in Concord wherc Ralph W. Emerson 
had oncc lived. Hawthorne served for a period as hcad of the 
Salem Custom Housc, but a political shake-up left him without 
a job, thereby enabling him to devote more time to his writing. 

The crstwhile writer of only fairly popular short stories de- 
veloped into a successful novelist. After the appcarancc of 
The Scarlet Lcttcr in 1850, Hawthorne moved to Lenox, in the 
Berkshire Hills, where he bccame acquainted with the novelista 
Herman Melville. The House of the Seven Gables was pub- 
lished in 1851, followed the next year by The Blithedale 
Romance. Hawthornc‘s reward for a campaign biography of 
Tranklin Pierce was an appointment as United States Cônsul 
at Liverpool, a post which he resigned in 1856. He remaincd 
abroad, howevcr, until 1860, in which year The Marble Faun 
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appcared, This, together with Our Old Home and the Frendi 
and Itahan Notebooks, composed the chief works of his later 
years. He was writing two romances uhicli weie left unfinishcd 
at his death m 1864. 


EDGAR ALLAN POE 

• poet and story ,vriter Edgar Allan Poe oncc urote tliat 

"r m Tf* ' ’ ; m0re tl,an an > otl,cr rc gi°n upon lhe face 
of the globc, to be poor is to bc despised." His opinion was 
founded upon amplc personal expericncc, for his irregular and 

un l mf y a fe V a th0Ugh s ' vcn a scc, »''>gly fortuitous beginning, 
was fillcd with poverty and hardships. Poe was bom in Boston 
on January 19, 1809. Upon the carly death of his parents hc 
was taken to hve with the family of John Allan. a mcrchant in 
Rtchmond, Virgínia. His eduration included a vear at the 
University of Virginia, where hc began gambling and drink- 
tng A quarrel with his foster father over this and other matters 
ended by Poe’s leaving Richmond in 18*7, penniless and 
practically disowned by Allan, who was then a wealthy man. 
He went to Boston, where hc published his first volume of 
poems Tamerlanc and Other Poems, estimated by some to be 
the most yaluable collectors item in American literature today. 
At the time neither this nor two later volumes of poetry 
attracted much noticc. 1 ^ 

Uidted n Smte CI luu m tl> » Arm >' and subsequently entered the 
h n k !r y / Cadcm V at U ' cst f'om which 

with an s ! h ‘ mseIf . dls missed. He then lived in Baltimore 
nith an aunt, wliose daughtcr Virginia hc later married. Durino- 
this time lie wrote short stories with some succcss and in ,835 
murned to Richmond as editorial assistam on the literary 
magazine Messenger. He became an expert magazine writer 
and continued m this field following his move to Philadelphia 
m 1837. His wcird stories are supreme in the field of horror 
literature. 

r J IU Í r .! aSt r fivc y ears of Poc ’ s lif « werc passed in New York 
Ity. 1 he first of his poems to attract any attemion uas The 
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Raven, which appeared in January of 1845. In that year Poe 
became onc of the cditors of the Broadway Journal, but the 
magazine was unsuccessful. Poc was ill much of tlae remainder 
of his life. Virgínia died in 1847, and from that time on his 
drinking incrcascd and he struggled fccbly against weakness 
and opium. In 1849 hc made a visit to Richmond, during 
which he became re-engaged to a former sweetheart. On his 
return journcy he was found delirious on the streets of Balti- 
more and died there on Octobcv 7. 


HENRY WADSWORTH LONGFELLOW 

Portland, Mainc, claims the distinction of having as her son 
one of Amcrica's bcst-lovcd poets, Henry Wadsworth Long¬ 
fcllow, who was born in that city on February 27, 1807. He 
prepared for collcgc at the Portland Academy and entered 
Bowdoin in 1821. 

Although during his last collcge days Longfcllow gave scrious 
consideration to tíic idea of a life devoted to literary pursuits, 
he began the study of law in his fathcr’s officc after his gradu- 
ation in 1825. An invitation to teach modern languagcs at his 
Alma Mater camc almost immcdiately. This work was pic- 
ceded by a Europcan tour for study and observation, during 
which hc met Washington Irving, author of the Skctch Book. 
This volume, which hc rcad whcn hc was twclvc, was the 
onc book that fascinatcd Longfcllow as a child and pcrhaps 
gave him the first glimpse of his own poctic talcnt. 

The term of professorship at Bowdoin was punctuatcd by 
writing which won distinction for the young author both at 
home and abroad and led to an oíTer, whcn hc was not yct 
twenty-eight, to teach modern languagcs and literature at 
Harvard. Again hc wcnt to Europe in preparation for his 
work. On this trip he v/as introdueed to such notable figures 
as Carlylc and Robert Browning. IIc was accompanied by his 
wife, who died in Rottcrdam. The next summcr in Switzerland 
hc met Francês Elizabcth Appleton, of Boston, who became his 
second wife in 1843. 
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In 1836 I.ongfcllnw took up his positinn at Harvard which 
he lielcl for cightccn years. Tlic Harvard pcriod saw ihc bc- 
ginning of his real poclic arhievements. ] lis bcst-known pocms, 
sucli as Erangclinc, The Courtship of Mil, s Standiyh and The 
Song of Hiawatha, wcre composcd during this tinte. In addiiion 
to thcsc wcre innumcrable shortcr pocms such a- H y™ /« th, 
Night, Wrcek of lhe llcsjnrus, The ViUage fílack»„ilh and 
The Midnighl Ride of Paul Reeere , and Work on the trilo; v 
Christus which bears a more imimate rclation 10 I.onMellnwb 
personal life than any of bis olher writings. 

A second domestie tragedy occurrcd in Julv, 18O1, whcn 
Mrs. LongfeIlow’s sumincr dress was ignited bv a cancíle and 
she was fatally burncd before Iielp could rcacli bcr. Wlicn la. 
was able to resume work after this sorrow, Longfellow boe.m 
his translation of Daniels The Divine Comrdy. which he 
finished in 1870. This was the author's last importam wotk. ] ; 
died at his home in Gambridgc on March ej, itüij. 


JOHN GREENLEAE WHITTIER 

John Grecnlcaf Whittier, who was born in Ilavcrhill, Massa- 
chusetts, on Dccembcr 17, 1807, began his career simply as a 
local poct. He overcamc many obstacles in order to attain his 
later cminence. His early pocms wcre published in country 
ncwspapcrs, but his fathcr was not sympathctic, and it is 
asserted that he discouragcd his son's literarv aspirations on the 
grounds that poetry would not give him bread. Grccnlc.if was 
permitted to attend school only after hc had injured his 
hcalth by doing farm work that was too Iicavy for him. He was 
never ablc to go to collcgc, but instead engaged in editorial 
work on ncwspapcrs and magazines. His poor hcalth frcqucntly 
forced him to give.up his work and return to the farm to re- 
cuperate. He published Lcgcnds of Neto England, in Prose and 
Verse in 1831. 

In 1833 the poet engaged in the antislavery movement, al- 
though he well knew that this might mean the min of his poetic 
career and his political ambitions. When he íirst allied himsclf 
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with this cause, he believed that he should give up his poetry, 
not realizing until later the propaganda value of verse. Critics 
consider a few of his poems in this field, notably Massachusetts 
to Virgínia, to be not only propaganda but also genuine poetry. 

Whitticr did not confine himself entirely to the abolitionist 
movement. He was also writing a few of his best short poems 
and, beginning in 1857, some of his works wcre published in the 
Atlantic Monthly. After the Civil War he was frec once more 
to devote his best efforts to verse. In scveral ways Whittier was 
handicappcd in his choscn field. He was color blind to reds 
and greens, and in his later years he was partially deaf. Al- 
though he was attractive to both women and men, moral 
passion rather than sensuality seems to have been uppcrmost in 
his charactcr and poems. Snoivbound, probably the best loved 
of Whitticr’s works, was published in 1866. Othcr volumes 
appeared after this, but his outstanding contributions had al- 
rcady been made. He was interested in other reforms, but none 
took the place of the antislavery cause. Until his death in 1892 
he enjoyed numerous honors that were fitting compensations 
for the many hardships he had endured. 


OLIVER WENDELL HOLMES 

The historie house at Cambridge in which the Battle of 
Bunker Hill was planned was the birthplace of the American 
poet Oliver Wendell Holmes on August 29, 1809. He attcnded 
Harvard and was graduated in 1829. The next year he wrote 
the patriotic lyric Old Ironsidcs, literally saving the frigate 
Constitution from being scrapped, and gaining a wide repu- 
tation. Holmes, an extremcly versatile inan, first studied law 
and thcn medicine, receiving his M.D. degree in 1836. His 
work in this latter field included experiments in the use of the 
microscope. Later he invented a small stereoscope for hand 
use. He married in 1840 and seven years later became professor 
of anatomy and physiology at Harvard. He wrote a life of 
Emerson and was a close friend of James Russell LowcII, John 
G. Whittier and Harriet Bcecher Stowe. To the latter he 
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wrote: “I know that you will rcmain always thoroughly and 
entirely womanly, cliarilablc, hopcful.” 

The Chambcrcd A autilus and 7 hc Ltist Tcaj arc thc pocms 
by which he is bcst rcmcmbercd, but it was thc success cf Thc 
Autocrat oj thc Brcakfast Ttiblc that marked thc bcginnintr of 
a new life in thc field of litcrature for thc doctor-author. A 
Jargc part of his iiterary output was verse for speciai occasiom. 
His sensc of humor and love of country wcre outstanding 
traits. He died in Boston on October 7, 1894. 


JAMES RUSSELL LOWELL 

After his graduation from Harvard in 1838, thc poct James 
Russell Lowell took up the study of law bccause to him. like 
to many another youth with poetic inclinations, there dicl not 
seem to be anything else to do. After he was admitted to thc 
bar, his olients were not nunicrous, and he continucd writing. 
Prior to the Civil War, Lowell was one of the banner-bearers 
of the antislavery movement. In this period hc published some 
of his best known Works: The Vision of Sir I.aunfal, A Foblc 
for Critics, and the first series of Thc Biglow Papers. 

In 1855 Lowell was appointcd to succeed Henry IV. Long- 
fellow as Smitli Professor of Modcrn Languagcs at Harvard, 
where he continucd to teach for the greater part of thc next 
t-my years. Lowell served as the first editor of the Atlantic 
Monthly, in which hc published a second series of The Bigloto 
Papers, and as a joint editor of thc North American Rcview. 
He also was minister to Spain and latcr to England, where hc 
was extremely popular. In 1885 hc rctired to his birthplace, 
Cambndge, Massachusetts, where he died on August 12, 1891, 
at the age of sevcnty-two. 


STEPHEN COLLINS FOSTER 

Stephen Collins Foster, American song writer, was bom in 
Pittsburgh, Pa., on July 4, 1826, of a prosperous, middle-class 
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family. Spurning college, he wcnt to work as a bookkeeper. 
After four years of that, he discovered that he could earn his 
living by his musical talent. For a time he was a minstrel pcr- 
formcr and his music was writtcn solcly for that médium. He 
turncd out his songs with amazing rapidity and some of them 
werc worthlcss. But his best work sliowcd an almost magic 
gift for mcllifluous phrasing, and gave powerful expression to 
the nostalgic mclancholy of thc Negro pcoplc. Among his most 
successful songs werc: Swanec Rivcr , My Old Kcntucky Home, 
Old Black Joc, O Susanna, Old Dog Tray, Nclly IVas a Lady , 
and Away Down South (in Dixic). 

He was marricd in 1850, but he and his wifc had separated 
when, in 1860, he went to New York City. There he passed his 
rcmaining years in poverty and hcavy drinking. He continued 
to write songs, but fcw of them survivc. He dicd in Bcllevuc 
Hospital on January 13, 1864. 


HARRIET BEECHER STOWE 

Following a visit to thc homc of her brothcr Hcnry Ward 
Beechcr, during which thc most frcquent tópic of convcrsation 
was slavcry, Harrict Beechcr Stowe rcccivcd a lettcr from her 
sister-in-law, who wrotc: “Now, Hattie, if I could use a pen 
as you can, I would write something that would makc this 
whole nation fecl what an accursed tiiing slavcry is.” That was 
the incentive for her novel Unclc Tom’s Cabin, the most in- 
fluential contribution of American literature to the emanci- 
pation movement. 

The author of this famous book was born at Litchficld, 
Connccticut, on Junc 14, 1811. Shc lcarncd to scw and knit, 
and she was permitted to rcad such material as praycr books, 
hymns, poems and sermons, but she rcad cvcrything she could 
get her hands on, including Thc Arabian Nights , which shc dis¬ 
covered for hcrsclf and sccrctly cnjoycd. 

The question of slavcry was brought to Mrs. Stowe’s atten- 
tion by a visit to a Kcntucky estate that shc latcr used as the 
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setting for Uncle Tom’s Cabin, and by pasdng ciçhtccn ycars in 
Cincinnati, where runaway slavcs wcrc constantlv cro-dri- tlic 
nver. In 1835 she married Professor Calvin I'. St, me. ^frs. 
Stowe was a devoted wife atid inothcr. Iler husb.ind became a 
professor at Bowdoin Collcge, Brunswick, Maine, in , 8 , 
Later they lived at Andover, Massachuseits. Mrs. Stowe dicd 
on July i, 189G. 


ABRAHAM LINCOLN 

Abrabam Lincoln, tlie sixtcenth Presidem of tlie United 
States, was bom on a farm about fourteen miles from 
Elizabethtown in the backwoods of Kentucky, on Fcbruary m 
1809. Hi s cducation consistcd of less than onc year's formai 
schooling, but with the aid of his mother hc learned to rcad 
and study at home. In the fronticr cnvironmcnt of Indiana 
and Illinois, to which the family later migratcd, Abe dcvelopcd 
phystcally, too; when hc was twcnty-onc he was six fcet, fonr 
inches tall, and a matchlcss wrcstlcr, runncr, and weight-liftcr. 

He was a storekcepcr in New Salem, 111 ., in 1832, when he 
ran, unsucccssfully, on the Wliig tickct for election tò the State 
legislature. Two years later hc was elccted and served two 
terms. The death of Ann Rutledge, a bcautiful girl to whom 
he was engaged, saddened him. In 1837 hc was admitted to the 
bar after studying at home for six years, and moved to Spring- 
ficld where he married Mary Tocíd in 18 ] 2 and was elccted 
in 1844 to the United States IIousc of Rcprcsentativcs. When 
slavery became the issue of the day, Lincoln took the stand in 
opposition to its extension and expressed his victvs at the found- 
ing conventíon of tlie Illinois Republican party in 183G. Two 
years later, during a campaign for United States Scnator, hc 
confounded his opponcnt in a series of debates. Stcphen A. 
Douglas won the election by vote of the State legislature, but 
Lincoln had obtaincd a majority of the popular vote and' had 
laid thc groundwork for his victory in the prcsidenti.nl election. 

In 1860 Lincoln was elected Presidem. In the ycars of the 
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Civil War that followed he earned the cognomen, Preserver 
of His Country. Two documents stand out as testimonials to 
his greatncss in those days: the Emancipation Proclamation 
which he issued on January i, 1863 and the Gettysburg Ad- 
dress, delivered at the dedication of the historie battlefield, 
November 19, 1863. His proposals for the establishment of 
peaee are also monuinents to his humanity and genius. In 
1864 hc was re-elected by a large majority. Yet all rancor had 
not died away, and soon after victory over the Confederacy he 
was sliot by an obscure actor, John Wilkes Booth, at Ford’s 
Thcater, in Washington. The following day, April 15, 1865, 
Lincoln died. One of the most moving expressions of grief 
of the many that swept over the country was the mourning 
poem of Walt Whitman, O Captain! My Captain. 


JEFFERSON DAVIS 

Jefferson Davis, presidem of the Confederate States of Amer¬ 
ica, was born in Kcntucky on June 3, 1808. After being grad- 
uated from the United States Military Acadcmy in 1828, 
Davis remaincd in the Army, serving chicfly in Wisconsin. 
There he had a severe attack of pneumonia that left him with 
a facial neuralgia by which he was frcquently incapacitated 
and sometimes blinded. After resigning his Army commission 
Davis marricd and moved to Mississippi. His bride died within 
three months of their marriage. 

In 1845 Davis re-married and in the same ycar was clected 
to the Housc of Reprcscntativcs. His work there was only 
started when war with México broke out, and he returned to 
the Army. His regiment fought well, and after the war Davis 
was nationally known. He again took up his duties in Congrcss, 
this time in the Scnate, and later served under Presidem Pierce 
as Secrctary of War. W'hen he re-entered the Senate in 1857, 
the question of slavery was bccoming more and more impor¬ 
tam. Davis, whose Negrões on his Mississippi plantation had 
been well-treated and contented, could not believe in the 
reality of the abuses attributed to the system. He maintained 
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that the Southern States had a right to secede, and upon the 
triumph of the Republican Party with Lincolns clection, hc 
became convinccd of the neccssity of scccssion. 

Following the withdrawal of his ona statc from the Union, 
JJavis left the Senate in i 36 i. He was inauguratcd Presidem of 
the Confederatc States in 1862 and »a> holding that ofhcc 
"hen the Confedcracy collapscd. Dat is was judgod sevcrcly bv 
some of his contemporarics, but hc was, nevmhcloss. ,.nc of 
the strongest forces in the South during the four \ears in whicli 
it maintained the strugglc with an cnen.v ' nmch better 
equipped. Tlie mistreatmem that Datis suíTcicd at the hands 
of his northern foes after his capture in 1863 served to make 
htm somewliat of a martyr and to restore him to liis former 
placemthc affections of the South. During his last vears Datis 
vistted Europe, served as presidem of an insurancc company 
and tvrote ttvo books, but he declined ant part in politics. He 
dicd m ftetv Orleans 011 December (i, t88n. 


ROBERT EDWARD LEE 

As a cadet officer and thcn adjutant of the corps during his 
last school year, Robert Edward Lee, the great Confederatc 
general, began his military carcer at West Point. I Ic was grad- 
uatcd from the United States Military Acadcmy in 1820, 
second in a class of fifty-six. I.ee was married to Mary Custis 
at Arlmgton House, Virgínia, on Junc 30, 1831. 

Lee took an active part in the tt-ar with México as cliicf 
engineer of the United States Army and was made a colonel 
for gallantry m the battlc at Chapultepcc, whero hc was 
wounded. He served as superintendem of the Acadcmy at 
West Point from 1852 to 1855. In 1859 a company of marines 
which he commanded captured John Brown, abolitionist. at 
Harper’s Fcrry. 

When the Civil War broke out Lee was offered command of 
the United States Army, but he tendered his resignation on 
April 20, 1861, and three days later was nominated by acclam.i- 
tion as commandcr-in-chief of the Virginia forces. Lee was in 
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direct commancl of the Arniy dcfcnding Richmond in June of 
1862. Two months latcr he was promoted to general. It was 
not until Fcbruary 9, 1865, after the Southeni cause had al- 
ready become hopelcss, that he was appointed commander-in- 
chief of all the military forces of the Confcdcracy. 

Lee surrendered to Ulysses S. Grant, commandcr of the 
Union forces, at Appomattox on April 9, 1865. It was the first 
time the two generais had met since they served togcther in 
México. The next day Lee sadly took Icavc of his troops and 
proccedcd to Richmond where he was rcceived with an ova- 
tion. Lee remained in retirement at his home at Brookhill ncar 
Richmond for some time, refusing a number of business oíTcrs. 
He finally acccpted the prcsidency of Washington College 
(now Washington and Lee University), at Lcxington, Virgínia. 
He succecdcd in bringing the college from a State of near 
collapsc to prosperity. 

Lee was born at Stratford, Virgínia, on January 9, 1807. His 
unexpcctcd death occurrcd on Octobcr 12, 1870. He had takcn 
his placc at the tea tablc with his íamily to ask a blcssing on 
the meai whcn he was strickcn with congestion of the brain. 
His wife, three sons and four daughtcrs survived. His body 
rests bcncath the chapei of Washington and Lee University. 


ULYSSLS SIMPSON GRANT 

Whcn the Civil War brokc out, Ulysses Simpson Grant was 
clcrking in his brother’s storc in Galena, Illinois, poverty- 
strickcn, shabbily dressed and apparently doomed to failure 
and obscurity. This man, who had becn unsucccssful in farming 
and had failed in scvcral business ventures, soon bccamc a 
farnous general, and scvcral ycars latcr he was inauguratcd as 
the eightccnth presidem of the United States. Grant, who was 
originally named Iliram Ulysses, was bom on April 27, 1822. 
When he entered the United States Military Academy at 
West Point, at the age of seventeen, his name was crroneously 
listed “Ulysses Simpson Grant.” The error was never corrected, 
and he became known by that name, the initials of which gave 
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rise at various pcriods to tlie iiicknamcs oí “Uncle Sam.” 
“United States” and “Unconditional Surrcndcr." Gram «.,«■ 
active Service in thc «ar with México, and lie ivas se.it next 
to tlie Northwest. At ihis point Grant, who vas il.en ...puin, 
left thc army hecausc furtlicr proinotion scemed iinjx.s-.ible 
and the pay was small, but when lhe Civil War cante lie said- 
lhe govcrnmem educatcd me for the arniv. and aiihough I 
have served throngh onc war, I ant still in debt 10 thc eovern- 
ment, and willing to dischargc the obligation." 

Grani’s first major victory was the capture of Fort DoneNon 
to the commandcr of which he sem l.is famous nicssage: ' \o 
terms cxccpt unconditional and immcdiale surrcndcr can he 
acccpted. I proposc lo move imnicdiately upon \our ivorks.” 
Grant progressed to posts of danger and responsibilitv until 
on March 2, 18G4, he was made licutcnant general and a few 
days later took command of the armies of thc United States. 
The conílict ended on April 9, 18G5, with the surrcndcr at 
Appomattox of General Rohert E. Lee, commandcr of the 
Confedcrate forces. 


He was inauguratcd as presidem of the United States in t8üq 
and was rc-elcctcd for a sccond term. At its elose he made a 
tour of the world. In 1884 Grant, who had oncc managed the 
affairs of a nation, was swindlcd to the point of bankruptcv. 
The last year of his life was onc of his inost hcroic. In spite 
of intense suffering caused by câncer of the throat, he wrote 
his autobiography, hoping that its salc would producc ftinds 
or is wi e. IIc dicd on July 23, 1885, and after an impressivo 
Service his body ivas laid in a mausolcum on Rivcrside Drive, 
New y ork City, overlooking the Hudson River. 


florence nightingale 

Florcnce Nightingale raised nursing to thc dignity of a 
brandi of medicine and a profession in itsclf. She ivas bom 
of wealthy English parents in Florcnce, Italy, on May 12, 1820. 
When she ivas twenty-four she horrified her family by htr 
decision to adopt nursing as a carecr. After a period of study 
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in Europe, she became superintendent of a London hospital in 

1853- 

In 1854, when England was stirred by reports of horrible 
suffering among the sick and wounded soldiers fighting in the 
Crimean War, Miss Nightingale was scnt with a staff of thirty- 
eight (latcr incrcascd to 10,000) to supervise the work of 
caring for them. Indomitable will and a genius for organi- 
zation enabled her to overcomc great odds, and soon a tremen- 
dous decrease was eífccted in the death rate. 

Her war work brought her royal honors, fame and financial 
assistance for her peacetime projects which werc mainly centers 
for the training of nurses. Her manner of living was quiet but 
active. She died on August 13, 1910. 


CLARA BARTON 

Clara Barton, founder of the American Red Cross, was born 
in North Oxford, Massachusetts, on Deccmbcr 25, 1821. At 
Bordcntown, New Jcrsey, she organized the first free school in 
tliat State. Aftcr failing hcalth forced Jier to resign frorn this 
work, Miss Barton obtained a position in the Patcnt OíTice in 
Washington, where she worked until the ontbrcak of the Civil 
War. 

Ecaving Worccster, Massachusetts, to visit her brothcr, who 
had been takcn prisoncr by the Confcdcrates, Miss Barton 
inserted a noticc in the paper ofTcring to carry gifts from othcr 
families to their wounded relativcs. Before the war was over, 
she had a building filled with such material and was the 
recognized agent of communication betwccn the soldiers and 
their peoplc. The government assisted her in her work, and 
after the war Presidem Lincoln appointed her as hcad of a 
burcau organized to locatc 80,000 men listed as missing in 
action. 

In 1869 Clara Barton went to Switzerland to rest. Therc she 
first hcard of the Red Cross Society, which she promptly 
joined. Her rest consisted of strenuous relief work. In 1881 Miss 
Barton succeeded in establishing an American branch of the 
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Red Cross and servcd as its presidem for many years. Shc had 
an amendment institutcd which broadencd liie scope of the 
society’s work to include not only war but also disasters. Her 
duties carried her to such scencs as Michigan forcst tires, 
Mississippi valley floods, a drouth in Texas and a cyclonc on 
the Sea Islands of South Carolina. Clara Barton dicd on April 
‘ 7 . 1912. 


CHARLES DARWIN 

The greatest English naturalist of the ninctecnth ccntury. 
Charles Robert Darwin, was born at Shrewsbury, Fcbruary ia, 
1809. His mother was the daughter of Josiah Wedgwood^ the 
famous potter. His father hopcd that he would enter the 
mmistry, but after his graduation from Christ's College, 
Cambridge, in 1831, Darwin wcnt around the world as a 
naturalist on the H.M.S. Beaglc. This voyage lasted ncarly fivc 
years. 

From 1838 to 1841 Darwin was secretary to the Geological 
Society and was in frcquent contact with the gcologist Sir 
Charles Lyell, whose book Principies of Geology played an 
importam part in paving the way for Darwin’s work. During 
his world tour he made a study of the fauna of the Galapagos 
Islands which implanted the idea of cvolmion in his mind. 
In 1858 his paper on the theory of natural selection was read 
to the Linnaean Society of London. This was primarily an ex- 
planation of the adaptability of animais and plants, but it led 
to the acceptance of the theory of evolution. The mcthod of 
work and the aims of natural history were revolutionized fol- 
lowing the publication in 1859 of Darwin's most outstanding 
book, The Origin of Spccies, of which the entirc ftrst edition 
of 1,250 copies was sold in one day. The Variation of Animais 
and Plants under Domcstication, published in 1868, ranks 
second in importancc among the naturalist’s books. He cx- 
tended his general thesis to man in 1871 with the writing of 
The Descent of Man and Selection in Relation to Scx. Thcse 
books aroused religious and educational lcaders to storms of 
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controversy in which one of Darvvin’s ablest defcnders was 
the English biologist Thomas Huxlcy. 

Darwin marricd in 1839 and in 1842 moved from London to 
Down, where he passed thc rest of his life, the latter years of 
which he dcvotcd to the demonstration of his thcories. He 
made a constant cndcavor to kecp an unbiascd mind in order 
to give up any hypothcsis as soon as facts wcre shown to bc 
opposed to it. He took caie of his own correspondcncc, cven 
rcplying courtcously to a young man preparing a lyccum lecturc 
who requcstcd an abbrcviatcd statement of Darwin’s vicws. The 
youth said he did not havc time to rcad the scientist’s books. 
Darwin rcccivcd thc Prussian order Pour lc Aíérite in 1871 
and bccame a mcrnber of the French Acadcmy in 1878. He 
died on April 19, 1882. 


MICHAEL FARADAY 

Michael Faraday, British chcmist and physicist, is ranked as 
one of the most brilliant cxpcrimentalists scicncc lias evcr 
known. His rescarchcs includcd many branches of scicncc. In 
thc fiel d of physics his name is familiar to every studcnt; in 
chcmistry his discoveries includcd a number of ncw chcmical 
compounds. Ilis work in clcctricity made possiblc magneto and 
dynamo machincs, and his studies in clectrolysis wcrc of great 
value. 

This seientist, the son of a blacksmith, was born ncar London 
on Septembcr 22, 1791. He rcccived practically no cducation 
and was apprenticcd to a bookbinder. He studicd scicncc in 
his leisure time. In 1812 hc attcndcd thc lccturcs of thc 
chemist Sir Humphry Davy, and subscqucntly askcd him for 
some seientifie occupation. Sir Humphry made Faraday his 
assistant. In 1833 Faraday was appointcd professor of chcmis¬ 
try in the Royal Institution; in 1835 he rcccivcd a pension of 
$1,500 a year for his scrviccs'in scicncc. Hc lccturcd at the 
Royal Academy, reíused the prcsidcncy of the Royal Society 
and was a knight of scvcral Europcan orders. Hc was religious, 
gencrous and sympathctic. He died on August 25, 1867. 


CHARLES DICKENS 

Dickens’s povcrty-sti ickcn childliood strengthened liis dc- 
termination to succccd and playcd an inílucntial part in 
shapmg thc carccr of England's most popular novclbt. II,: was 
bom at Landport on February 7, 1812, and iv.is chrislencd 
Charles John Iludam Dickcns. His carly davs uerc jmsscJ in 
Chatham where as a rather frail boy hc occupied Lis time 
reading texlhooks of thc Baptist ininistcr\s lihrarv and novéis 
rom his fathcFs collcction of Englisl. literaturc. Whcn thc 
lathcr was thrown into dcbtoFs prison, his mother with a 
famdy of cight to provide for, tiscd Charles in meniaí tusks at 
home and sem Iiint to work in his sparc time at a warchouse. 
Ihcre are hints of this distnal period in Daiid Copperfu ld 

An intcrval as a solicitor’s clcrk was succccdcd bv ncwspapcr 
and Parhamentary reporting. Hc wrote magazine skctchcs 
tllustratcd by George Cruikshank, Eaiglish caricata.ist and 
s.gned them with thc pen name ‘ Boz.” Dickcns was marricd 
on April 2, 1836, and thc foundation for his literary endeavors 
was laid successfully with Pickuick Pa per s in 183G-37. Ncxt 
carne Olivcr Twist, tlicn Nicholas Nicklrby, The Óld Curiosity 
Shop, and Martin Chuzzlcwit. The famous Chrhtmas Carol 
was also of this period. 

Dickens took his family to Genoa in 1843. He returned to 
London to be the first editor of the Daily Nc-ws and then passed 
some months in Switzerland where he began thc writing of 
Dombey and Son. Subsequcntly he scttled once more in Lon¬ 
don and m 1849 David Copperfield appcarcd, followed by 
meak Haure and A Tale of Two Cities. In .870 hc began the 
editorship of the magazine Household Words. IIc hcld thc 
position unt.l .859 when hc took over a similar pcriodical, AU 
the Year Round. The writing of Our Mutual Fri, nd was com- 
pleted in 1865. 

Dickens had embarked on a ncw íicld—thc detcctivc story 
whose hero was Edwin Drood—wlicn hc died suddenly in thc 
year 1870. A tour of America in 1867, on which hc gave rcad- 
ings from his Works, had taxed his strength, but he had dis- 
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regarded warning symptoms of ill heafth. He was buried in the 
Poets’ Corner of Westminster Abbey. 


WILLIAM MAKEPEACE THACKERAY 

William Makepeacc Thackeray, British autlior, was bom in 
Calcutta, índia, on July 18, 1811. He was scnt to England to 
school, where he entered Trinity Collcgc in 1829 and lcft 
the next ycar without taking a degree. Thackeray went to 
Paris to study art. He ncver became a great paintcr but he did 
bccome an excellent illustrator. His marriage in 1836 did not 
bring him much bappiness, for four years latcr his wife became 
ill and hcr mind failed. 

The young man rcturncd to London in 1837 and wrotc for 
FrasePs Magazine. With the publication of the Snob Pa/icrs in 
Punch in 1846 his reputation was established. Vanity Fair, 
complcted in 1848, placcd him in the first rank as a novelist 
and gave its name to a ncw magazine. This was followed by 
Pcndcnnis; Hcnry Esmond, considcred by some to be his most 
perfcct work; and The Newcomes. 

Thackeray delivercd a series of iccturcs in 1831 which he 
repeated in America in 1852 and 1853. Thcsc Iccturcs pro- 
vided a theme for some of the most amusing of his caricatures. 
11 c was an unsucccssful candidate for Parliamcnt in 1857. Then 
he became editor of the Cornhill Magazine. He resigned the 
position in 18G2, although he continucd to write for the maga¬ 
zine until his sudden death on Dccembcr 24, 1863. He was 
buried in Kcnsal Grccn and only a bust to his memory was 
placcd in Westminster Abbey. 


QUEEN VICTORIA 

Quccn Victoria shapcd the manners and customs of her 
rountry for almost a century and made the British Crown a 
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Symbol of royal rcctitude and privatc virtuc. Shc was bom at 
Kensington Palacc on May 24, 1819, thc only child of Eduard, 
JJuke of Hent, thc fourth son of King Georgc III. The dukc 
bad married late, tvhcn it «as evident bis older brothers would 
have no heir. Ilcr fathcrs death Icft I.cr from infama in thc 
Complete care of her German motlier who reared her in 
convent-hke seclusion, never allowing her to rcad novcls. Shc 
aiso had a German governess. 

Her accession to thc throne on June 20, 1847, opened up a 
pcriod of gaiety and social festivity, as Yictoriu began to cx- 
press her own personality, and her willfulness brought lier into 
almost ímmediate conflict with her cabinei. But her marrhme, 
on r ebruary 10, 1840, to her cousin the German Prince Aibcrt,’ 
wrought an almost complete changc in her public and privatc 
1 ?j Her hu sband bccame her political mentor, her spiritual 
guide and the object of her unqualiíied devotion; shc became 
a convert to the moral primncss that characterizcd her subse- 
quent hfe. Nine children «cre born to them, including Princess 
Vlct ° na > the motlier of Kaiser Wilhclm II of Germany, and 
the Prince of Wales «>ho succceded his motlier 10 thc throne 
as Edward VII. Albcrt’s death in 1861 «as a blo« that pro- 
foundly affected the rest of her long lifc. Shc observed vears of 
mourning. 

yictoria’s long reign «as an active one and throughout she 
too a leading part in governmcntal affairs. Devclopmcnts 
occasionally found her on thc losing side of an issue, but «'hen 
such an issue was decided, she was as.ute enougl. to make the 
«'inmng side her own Thus she never lost favor, ,0 any great 
extern, with her people. The aging “Widow of Windsor” be¬ 
came a national mstitution. Generally, liberalism scored many 
gains at home, under her rule, while imperialism expanded the 
British Empire abroad. Her jubilee on thc fifticth anniversary 
ot her accession was celebrated throughout the world. Iudeed 
>t was a period of national greatness that ended «-ith her 
death on January 22, 1901. In the funeral procession were 
an unprecedented number of European royalty, many of them 
her descendants. 
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BENJAMIN DISRAELI 

Bcnjamin Disraeli, thc Earl of Bcaconsficld, British states- 
ínan and author who bccamc prime minister of Eqgland, never 
attended a public school or a university. Descended from a 
celcbrated Jcwish family namcd D israeli, he was bom in 
London on Dcccmbcr 21, 1804. Apprcnticcd for a brief time 
to a firm of attorncys. Iiis fathcr's inílucnce gaincd him an easy 
entrance into soeiety, and before he was twenty hc was a well 
known man about town. His íirst novel, Vivian Grey, appcared 
in 1826. 11 is othcr important works wcrc Coningsby, Sybil, 
Lothair and Endymion. 

Disraeli travclcd cxtcnsivcly and used thc cxperienccs he 
gaincd as thc basis for some of his books. Aftcr scvcral un- 
successful attcmpts, hc was clcctcd to thc IIousc of Commons 
* n ! ® 37 > tbc ycar that Quccn Victoria asccndcd the thronc. He 
was appointcd chanccllor of thc cxchcqucr in 1852 and held 
thc post ten months. Six ycars latcr hc was namcd to thc same 
position unclcr Lord Dcrby. IIc attaincd his ambition in 1868 
\\ hen hc bccamc prime minister on thc resignation of Lord 
Dcrby. Hc served less than .1 ycar, but was again namcd prime 
minister in 1874 and clevatcd to thc pccragc two ycars later as 
Earl of Bcaconsficld. Thc quccn was dccply attachcd to him. 
IIc resigned in 1880 and clicd on April 19, 1881. 


WILLIAM EWART GLADSTONE 

The English statesman William Ewart Gladstonc, thc great- 
est orator of his age, do.ninatcd thc English parliament for the 
better part of sixty ycars. IIc made the chanccllorship of the 
exchequcr onc of thc outstanding officcs of State. As a practical 
cconom.st and a conscentious and moral Ieadcr, he introduced 

FhTk u m ;l r f d h,S pcnod as onc of the ™ost notable in 
g is íistory. He believed that local autonomy was the only 
solution for thc tmperial problcm and he tried to obtain home 
c f or Ircland. Throughout his carcer he fought against in- 
creasmg armaments. 
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Gladstone was born at Livcrpool on Deccmber 20 1800. Hc 
attended Eton and Oxford and would have become a prcachcr 
but his father persuaded him to takc up politics. He entercd 
Parhament m t8 33 . Between 1868 and .804 he was Prime 
Mm.ster four t.mcs. Outside of Parliament hc was a book 

In 7 /f U ff e ; t , and WrÍt f- HiS m ° St famous b00k «'* The State 
nrl A■ W 'l ,hC ChurCh ’ a plca for political su- 

níetód 'I d i P c independente of thc Church. He com- 
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baronetcy, offered the first time in 1865 by Queen Victoria and 
the second time in 1868 by Bcnjamin Disraeli, but in 1883 he 
accepted a pccrage at Gladstone’s request. Ile took his seat in 
the House of Lords on March 11, 1884. Tennyson’s mental 
and physical faculties wcrc well prescrved until his death. The 
light of a full moon fcll across his bcd as he dicd holding a 
volume of Shakcspcarc, which he had read with cnjoyment 
during the last hours of his lifc. Ile died on October 6, 1892, 
and was buried in the Pocts’ Comer of Westminster Abbey. 

Tcnnysoivs longcr poems include Enoch Arden (one of the 
most widely read), Idylls of the King, Maud, and The Princess. 
In lhe latter, dealing with the question of feminism, are some 
of his best known lyric verses, such as “The splcndor falis, 
“Now slecps the crimson pctal,” the cxquisite “Sweet and low* 
and “Tcars, idlc tears.” Among his numerous other loved 
poems are Locksley Hall, Ulysscs, The Brook, The Lady of 
Shalotty The Chargc of the Light Brigade , and Crossing the 
Bar. 


ROBERT BROWNING 

Robcrt Browning was born in a London suburb on May 7 » 
1812. His education was a mixturc of formal schooling and 
private instruction, through which he cultivatcd a taste for 
books, lcarned Frcnch as well as Latin and Grcck, studied 
music and drawing, daneed, rode, boxed and fcnced. He was 
strongly influeneed by the writings of Percy Bysshe Shclley and 
at the age of twcnty published anonymously a poem which was 
a tribute to Shclley. Paracelsus, the first poem to which Brown- 
ing attachcd his name, appeared two years later. Although he 
was never highly succcssful as a dramatist, Browning was in- 
tenscly interested in the theater and during the next few years 
he interspersed his other work with a number of dramatic 
picccs, including Pippa Passes, which contains some of his most 
famous lines, notably, “God’s in his Hcaven—alPs right with 
the world!” which suins up Browning’s joyous optimism. This 
period also marked tlic beginning of his acquaintanceship with 
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Italy, wherc hc was to spcnd tlic happicst ycars of his lifc. For 
m 1846 this most masculine and vigorous of pocts married thc 
frail Elizabcth Barrett, of Wimpolc Street in London, and 
carried her off to Italy. Both thc Brownings werc dcvotcd to 
that country and took a personal intercst in its liberation and 
unification. 

Although during his married life Browning*s litcrary pro- 
duction was not large, at the time of his wifc's death many of 
h,s best lovcd poems werc complete. Among them werc: Home 
Thoughts from Abroad, Mcmorabilia , One Word More, Fm 
lippo Lippi, Andrco dei Sarto, “Dc Gustibus —”, Tico in thc 
Campagna, and My Last Duchcss. Me again took up residencc 
in England and acliievcd a position as a leading English poet. 
In 1867 hc woii an honorary degree from the University of Ox¬ 
ford and bccamc an honorary fcllow of Balliol College. The 
next year appearcd his magnum opus, The Ring and the Book. 
During his last years Browning was famous and led a semi- 
public life. He died at his son s home in Ycnicc on Dcccmbcr 
12, 1889, ^nd was buricd in the Pocts’ Corncr cf Westminstcr 
Abbey on Dcccmbcr 31. 


ELIZABETE! BARRETT BROWNING 

AVhcn thc English poctess Elizabeth Barrett Browning was 
fifteen she suffcrcd a spinal injury while attempting to saddlc 
her pony. This, togethcr with a pulmonary ailmcnt, and thc 
shock of her favorite brother’s drowning, made her .» semi- 
ínvalid foi life. Books bccamc her world. In 1838 thc Barrett 
family took up rcsidencc at Wimpolc Street in London. Miss 
Barrett published two volumes of poctry in 18.34. The poet 
Robert Browning was attracted by them and was cventually 
mtroduced to their author. Their lo\'c story is ono of thc most 
beautiful in all litcrary history. Knouing that it would be 
useless to ask her father*s consent, thc couplc marricd sccrctly. 
Taking her dog Flush and a faithful maid with them, thc 
Brownings elopcd to Italy. Their only child, Robert Wiedcman 
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Brovvning, was bom in Florcncc. The succeeding happy years 
were dividcd between London and the Continent. The poetess 
was born on March 6, 1806, and died in Florence in June of 
1861. 

Mrs. Brovvning’s pocms includc The Cry of the Children, 
Lady Gcrald:ne's Courtshif ?, Aurora Lcigh, Casa Guidi Win¬ 
dows, and hcr most famous work, the cxquisite Sonnets from 
the Portuguese, written during her courtship. The story of that 
courtship, vvith special cmphasis on hcr fathcr’s abnormal 
autocracy, was told in the popular play of 1930 The Barretts of 
Wimpole Street. 


VICTOR HUGO 

The French novclist-poct Yictor Hugo was born at Bcsançon 
on Fcbruary 26, 1802. During his early childhood hc travelcd 
to Naples and Madrid with his father, who was a general 
undcr Napoleon Bonapartc. Thcsc journeys, which were ac-* 
companicd by the pomp and ccremony accorded prominent 
pcoplc, Icft a vi vi d imprcssion on the boy’s mind and contrastcd 
strongly with the less prosperous circumstances in which the 
family found itsclf after the fali of Napoleon. With the ex- 
ccption of three years in a school in Paris, Hugo’s cducation 
was ncithcr thorough nor systcmatic. IIc was a good mathc- 
matician and a voracious render. His first volume of poctry, 
published whcn hc was twcnty, caught the favorablc attention 
of the court and Hugo rcccivcd a pension which he needed 
badly. Hc married a childhood swcetheart Adèlc Fouchcr. 
His brothcr, who was also in lovc with hcr, wcnt mad during 
the wcdding and had to bc confincd to an asylum. 

Gradually Hugo began to break with the classic literary 
traditions which found favor in the more aristocratic circlcs, 
and in 1827 hc bccamc dcfinitely the prophct and protagonist 
of the ncw romantic movement in literature. In 1830 a play 
Hernani which brought hirn 15,000 franes, was produeed; the 
next ycar his novel Notrc Dame de Paris appeared. Thcir 
popularity, togcther with that of other plays, including 
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Lucrezia Borgia and Ruy Blas, firinly establishcd his literary 
reputation. By 1841, when he was clcctcd to tlic Frendi 
Academy, he was at tlie lieight of his famc. Howevcr, ura ycars 
later a new play failcd miscrably; thc samc ycar one of his 
daughters was drowned in thc Scinc. Hc tcmporarily aban- 
doncd poctry for politics, and in 1845 was crcatcd a pccr of 
France. 

In politics Hugo was couragcous but not scnsiblc; aftcr thc 
dcstruction of thc Frendi Rcpublic in 1851 hc was in exile. He 
did not rcturn to Francc until 1870 brought about thc over- 
throw of thc Second Empirc that hc hated. During this period 
abroad he continucd to write. Among his produetions was his 
most farnous novel Les Miscrablcs, written on thc English 
Channel island of Guernscy. Thc last ycars of his exile werc 
saddened by his wifes desertion and subsequent death and a 
daughter’s elopement with an English officcr. Aftcr his rcturn 
to Paris, he took part in politics for only a short time. Ifc was 
univcrsally famous, and on his eighticth birthday hc was ac- 
claimed by 600,000 fellow citizens. Hugo dicd on May 22, 
1885, and on May 31 was buried in thc Panthcon. I lis last wish 
—that he be placed in a paupcr’s cofFin—was carried out. For 
a night he lay in State under thc Arc de Triomphe. 


HONORÉ DE BALZAC 

The typically French novelist Honorc de Balzac was born on 
May 20, 1799 ' His father chosc law as his son’s profession, but 
Honorc finally obtamed permission to prove himsclf as a writer, 
an attempt that was succcssful in spite of diseouragement over 
his early deficiencics. Thc book that established his reputation, 
LaPeau de Cliagrin, appcarcd in 1831. Bctwccn that time and 
1842 he wrote seventy-nine novcls. Thosc collccted under thc 
title The Human Comcdy arc his mastcrpicces, revealing his 
mocking analysis of humanity. Balzac constantly revised his 
books, even rewriting them on thc printers proof shccts. For a 
number of ycars hc workcd from twclvc to twcnty hours a day, 
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subsisting on a lean diet mostly of fruit and prodigious amounts 
of coffee, and wearing a monks robe. 

The events of Ea!zac’s life were varied and interesting. His 
morality has been strongly attacked and heartily defended. He 
was continually in need of money, the history of his financial 
affairs bcing long and complicated. Frequently he undertook 
some venture that he belicycd would make him wealthy, such 
as going into the type-setting business or mining in Sardinia. 

n spite of an unccrtain incomc he indulged in many extrava- 
ganccs, one of which «as the purchase of the Paris home of a 
wealthy financier on the rue Fortunée, furnishing it with his 
art collection valued at about $500,000. He was involved in 
numcrous law suits and endless disputes with his publishers. Fie 
tried joumalism and made several excursions into drama. He 
«as unsucccssful in his endeavor to obtain membership in the 
Frcnch Academy. 

Therc were thrce women importam in the romancees life. 
Tlie first «'as Madame de Berny, a woman twcnty ycars older 
than he was, from «hom he rcccivcd generous sympathy and 
cxccllent influencc in matters of good taste. With the second, 
the Duchessc dc Castrics. Balzac was bricfly but passionatclv in 
lovc. The third. Madame Hanska, was a Polish lady of nóble 
birth to whom he paid court for a number of ycars, traveling 
from placc to place in Europe to see her. After thè death of 
her husband she still refused to marry Balzac until just a íew 
months before his own death. He took her to the house on the 
rue Fortunée, which he had bought for her. Therc on August 
17, 1850, N ictor Hugo, another great Frendi novelist. found 
h,m dying. Hugo was one of his pallbearcrs. A statue of Balzac 
was ordered by the Socictc des Gens de Lettres in 1898 from 
the sculptor Auguste Rodin and refused whcn the society 
claimed it failed to recogmze Balzac in the statue. 


ALEXANDRE DUMAS 

r J he t Fr ^’ ch novelist Alexandre Dumas, père, author of The 
tount of Monte Cristo and The Three Musketeers, was one of 
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thc mpst umvcrsally read storytellcrs in the world. Critics 
descnbe his gentus as being more Creative tlian artistic. His 
tertile bra.n supplicd enough original material to kecp several 
lesser wmers busy in his “novel factory,” and hc is reputed to 
have unscrupulously plagiarized ideas or bouçlit them from 
otners. 

Dumas, who was born in July 2 t , 1802, at Villcrs-Cottcrcts 
France, was the grandson of a San Domingo Negress Ilè 
started to seek fame and fortunc as a writer. His drama Ilcnrv 
UI was praised by other Romantic writers, won him the ad- 
miration of Victor Hugo, and brought him 30.000 franes His 
hrst histoncal novel was follou cd by thc Chn ,, de Francc 
a ser.es of almost 100 volumes in which hc wrote the history 
of France as a liuman comcdy. For twenty years he wandercd 
around the world in searcli of material for books. Thc Black 
Fu tp is one of his shorter novels. Hc srp.andered his income 
unt.l he was poverty-stricken in his last years. His son Alex¬ 
andre Dumas, fils, whom hc had neglectcd and who wrote 
La uame aux Camélias, caretl for him until his death ou 
December 5, 1870. 


GEORGE ELIOT 

George Eliot was the pseudonym of Marv Ann (or Marian) 
Evans dtstmgmshed English novelist. Born on a farm in War- 
wickshire on Novembcr 22, .8.9, she receivcd the routine 
educatton g.ven to girls of her time until she was scvcntccn 
whcn upon her motheFs death, she bccamc her fathers 
housekcepcr. Her dut.es in this capacity we.c acco.npanied by 
dre study of mus.c, of which she was very fond, and of Gcrmau, 
Greek and Lat.n; omn.vorous rcading, directcd by her own 
good taste, also occupied her. She played the piano wcll and 
might have performed succcssfully in public had it not becn foi 
her acute shyness. Throughout her youth Marian was dceplv 
religious, but with expanding intcllect and the family’s remo. al 
to Goventry carne loss of faith. The immcdiatc result was a 
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ncar-brcak with hcr father, who was a religious man of the old 
school; the ultimatc influcnce was reflected in the insight with 
which shc approached evangelical beliefs in her novels. 

Aftcr hcr fathcr’s dcath Marian Evans went abroad for a 
whilc and thcn to live in London, where she did editorial work 
on the Wcstminstcr Revicw and bccamc acquainted with many 
literary personalities. Among them was George Henry Lcwes. 
Lewes was separatcd from his wife under conditions that made 
a divorcc impossible. Miss Evans entercd into a relationship 
with him.which shc looked upon as marriage and which was on 
the wholc a happy union. Lcwes encouragcd hcr in hcr Creative 
writing, the first fruits of which wcre three stories published in 
1858 under the pen name of George Eliot. Charles Dickens 
disccrncd that the writer was a woman and wrote her that the 
stories had “exquisite truth and dclicacy.” Adam Bcdc, the 
most popular of hcr novels, appcarcd the next ycar and took 
the public by storm. Tliis was followcd by The MUI on the 
Floss and Silas Marncr. Romola, a novel of the Italian Rcnais- 
sance for which the author did a prodigious amount of rc- 
search, brought her the thcn unheard-of sum of £7,000. Her 
othcr novels includcd Middlcmarch and Daniel Der onda. Of 
her poetry littlc is now remembered except the lines cntitled 
O May I Join the Choir Invisible. She was«always interested in 
the educalion of women. 

The dcath of Lcwes in 1878 was a severe blow from which 
the novelist never fully rccovcred. Among her comforters was 
an old friend, J. W. Cross, an American, whom she marricd in 
May of 1880. But their marriage was brief; shc died on Decem- 
ber 22 of the same ycar. 


WALT WHITMAN 

Walt Whitman, the “Good Gray Poet,” was born on May 31, 
1819, on a farm ncar Huntington, Long Island. His family 
moved to Brooklyn whcn hc was a child. His formal education 
was completed by the time he was twelvc. His father was a 


carpenter, and Walt himsclf altcrnated that tradc with tcach- 
mg school, setting typc or writing for thc ncw<papers. I lis 
approach to a litcrary carccr was via journaltem r.ither than a 
college education. In 1848 Whitman madc a trip to New 
Orleans. For a short time hc worked on a ncwsp.ípcr tlierc and 
profited immcnscly by thc travei. 

The first edition of Lcavcs of Grass appcared in On thc 
cover of this littlc volume of verse, grass roots ran down from 
the gold letters of thc titlc. At first lhere wcrc ii" buycrs, and 
Whitman himsclf sent copies to various writers. The reception 
it received varicd from John Greenleaf \Vhittier‘s throwing 
it into the fire, to Ralph W. Fmcrsons writing of it: “I fmd 
it the most extraordinary picce of wit and wisdom that 
America has yet contributcd.” Tlicre was a second edition thc 
next year and a third in 1860. The book sold fairly well until 
the Civil War. 

Whitman, thc poct of dcmocracy, was strongly inílucnccd by 
the Civil War. His Drurn-Taps, which appcared in 18Ò3, is 
perhaps thc best single volume of poenis stemming from thc 
confiict. During thc closing years of thc war Whitman was in 
Washington, ministering to both Union and Confcdcraie sol- 
diers in the city’s hospitais. In 18G3 he was dismissed from a 
minor post in thc Department of thc Interior, but after thc 
intcrcession of friends hc received anothcr placc in the At- 
torney GcncraFs ofTice. Following two more editions of Lcavcs 
of Grass , Whitman published in 1871 an important prose 
work, Dcmocratic Vistas. By this time, although thc m:\jority 
of Americans looked upon him as a radical poet, he had a fcw 
serious admirers in thc United States and a number of followcrs 
amòng Europcan critics and scholars. 

In 1873 Whitman bccame partially paralyzcd. IIc passed the 
last years of his life in Camdcn, New Jerscy, so poverty-stricken 
that he was redueed to sclling his books from a basket on thc 
streets of Camdcn and Philadclphia, but hc borc his ill healtli, 
poverty and lack of appreciation with chcerfulncss and cour- 
age. Complete Prose was published in 1892, thc year of his 
death. He was buried in Harleigh Cemetcry at Camdcn. 
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HECTOR BERLIOZ 


Hector Berlioz, French composer, was born on Deccmber n, 
1803, at La Côte Saint-André, near Grcnoble. He died in Paris 
on March 8, 1869. The son of a doctor, Hector was supposed 
to become a doctor too, but the dissecting room proved too 
much for him. He began to study music, struggled against 
poverty, and íinally turncd to hack-work as a critic, in which 
he spoke of Handel as “a barrei of pork and beer,” ncglected 
Schubert and Chopin, but praised Beethoven. He hatcd this 
work. In 1830 he won a fellowship that sent him to Italy. When 
he returned he saw through a mist of tears the home of a girl 
he had loved as a child. Hc still lovcd her; he heard she was 
married. Thcn hc fell in love with an Irish actress, Henrietta 
Smithson, who inspired his Symphonie Fatilaslique. Hc threat- 
ened to poison himsclf; she did not even come to hcar his 
symphony. He finally won and married her, but after seven 
unhappy years they separated. 

For another love, a Russian chorus girl, hc wrote his Romeo 
et Juliette. Among his operas were Benvenuto Cellini, and 
best known —The Damnation of Faust. Berlioz was a master of 
orchestration, and an original, romantic composer. 


FRANZ LISZT 

When the Hungarian composer and pianist Franz Liszt was 
only nine, his talent was so marked that several noblcmen 
undertook to pay for his musical education. Accompanied by 
his father hc traveled and studied throughout Europe, torn 
between his music and a desire to bccome a priest. In 1831 hc 
heard the Italian violin virtuoso Nicolò Paganini. This had a 
decided influence on the brilliance of his own compositions. 
These are divided into three groups: (1) piano pieces; (2; 
orchestral music; and (3) songs and choruscs. 

Liszt made several triumphal concert tours through Europe. 
He was made Kapellmeister to the Grand Elector of Weimar, 
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knighted by Frederick William IV and decoratcd by cvcry 
European court. In 1865 hc took minor church ordcrs and 
becaine known as Abbc Liszt. Aftcr hc bccamc prcsidcnt of thc 
Budapest Royal Musical Acadcmy, hc livcd altcrnatcly therc, 
at Rome and \ icnna. IIc nas born at Raiding 011 Octobcr 22, 
1811, and dicd un July 31, 1886, at Bayrcuth, onc of'the 
greatcst champions of Richard Wagners new mude. Li<zt’s 
Faust Symphony was dcdicatcd to Hcctor Bcrlioz. Lcs Prcludcs 
is a popular symphonic pocm. Thc fiftccn Uungarian Rhap- 
sodies wcre writtcn for thc piano. Ilis songs wcrc mostly sacrcd 
music. 


RICHARD WAGNER 

Wilhelm Richard Wagner, Gcrman composcr, was born in 
Leipzig, May 22, 1813. As a boy hc was fond of thc theater. At 
the age of fourtccn hc wrote a drama inspircd by Hamlct and 
King Lear in which so many of thc charactcrs dicd in thc first 
four acts that their ghosts had to finish thc play. Wagner tricd 
at first to teach himsclf music, but whcn this proved impossible, 
he studied under others. His first production as a composer was 
an overture playcd in Leipzig in 1830. Thrcc years latcr, when 
he was twenty, he became a profcssional musician in the posi- 
tion of chorus master at Würzburg. In 1836 Wagner marricd 
an actress, Minna Planer. Thc marriage was not fortunatc. 
Minna was delighted with the succcss of Rictizi, produeed in 
Dresden in 1842, but whcn The Flying Dutrlnnan, produeed 
the next year, failed to receive the favor accorded Rienzi, she 
did not see why Wagner, instead of returning to thc style of 
Rienzi , continued true to his art and wrote Tannhàuser, which 
was even less understood than The Flying Dutchman. Wagner 
finished Lohcngrin in 1848, but he did not hear it performed 
until thirteen years later. However, its production under the 
direction of Franz Liszt in 1850 was a tremendous cncourage- 
ment to Wagner, then in exile because of his part in the rcvolu- 
tion of 1848. During this period Wagner suffercd great poverty. 
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Minna uncomplainingly shared it with him because she be- 
lievcd in his future popular success. Encouraged by Liszt and 
the production of Lohcngrin, Wagner began work on the 
Nibelungen Ring, a tctralogy of operas beginning with Das 
Rheingold, followed by Dic Walküre and Sicgfried and ending 
with Gütterdãmmerung. These operas wcre composed m the 
reverse order, as Wagner felt upon the completion of each that 
the story needed still further exposition. Wagner made the 
acquaintance of Mathilde Wescndonck and her husband in 
1852. The fricndship betwcen Mathilde and Wagner deepcned 
into lovc, which was never consummated. This passion led to 
the composition of Tristan und Isolde, containing what many 
believe the most bcautiful lovc music ever written. In Vienna 
after fifty-four rchearsals it was pronounced impossible; it was 
not produeed until 1865. The Paris production of Tannhãuser 
in 1861 was the occasion for a scandalous riot fomented by a 
political clique, with the rcsult that Wagner bccame a hero in 
Germany, and the ban of exile was lifted. His wife dicd in 
1G66. Dic Mcistersinger von Nürnberg was produeed in 1868. 
Two years later Wagner marricd Çosima, the wife of a fricnd, 
and a daughter of Franz Liszt. Wagner’s next and last opera 
was Parsifal. The composer died of a hcart attack on Fcbruary 
13, 1883, at Vciiice, Italy. The question of his grcatness is still 
disputed and no onc is lukewarm about it. 


GIUSEPPE VERDI 

All his life Giuseppe Fortunino Francesco Vcrdi, Italian 
composer, kcpt the brokcn-down spinct that his fathcr bought 
for him whcn lie was a boy. Vcrdi wrote his first symphony at 
the age of fiftecn. Four years later lie took up the study of 
music under privatc tcachers in Milan. When hc applicd for a 
scholarship, hc was rejcctod by the Milan Conservatory for 
uant of musical ability.' 1 His first opera was produeed in that 
city in 1839. His next work, a coinic opera, was composed 
under diíTicult circumstanccs (he had just lost his wife and 
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two childrcn), and was a failurc. Vcrdi was so discouraged that 
hc determincd to givc up writing for thc stagc, but a yoar latcr 
he wrote Nabucodonosor, whith gaincd hirn a placc in thc front 
ranks of contemporary Italian compo^crs. With Ernani lie 
becamc Europc’s most popular composcr. This opera, thc 
libretto of which was takcn from Yictor Hugo\s play, was thc 
cmbodimcnt of romantic libcralism, causing patriotic clcmon- 
strations in thc theatcr. 

The culminating point in thc ncxt pcriod was rcached with 
Rigolctto, II Trovatorc and La Traviata. La Forza dcl Destino 
and Don Carlos are classcd as transitional works bctwccn his 
second and third pcriod. Thc lattcr span bcgan with Aida , 
writtcn at thc requcst of thc Khedive of Egypt, and first pro- 
duced in Deccmbcr, 1871, in Cairo. In this opera Yerdi, trying 
to write in the style of Richard Wagner, brokc away from thc 
conventions of operatie music and dcvclopcd a ncw, frccr 
mcthod of expression. With his Rcquicm Mass hc applicd this 
technique to sacrcd music. In thc operatie ficld Aida was fol- 
lowcd by a ncw version of Sirnon Boccancgra, which had 
previously failed, and by Otcllo, and FalstafJ. It is interesting 
that Falstaff, VcrdPs final work for thc stagc, writtcn whcn hc 
was cighty years old, is ranked as onc of thc world s most 
engaging comic operas. Otcllo was a failurc at thc time of its 
first presentations, although it is regarded today as onc of thc 
composcr’s mastcrpicccs. In all Vcrdi composcd over twcnty 
operas. 

Vcrdi was aided grcatly by his wife, a famous prima donna 
whom he marricd in 1849 after she had made scvcral appear- 
anccs in his operas. Hc was born on Octobcr 10, 1813 at 
Roncolc in Parma, and hc dicd in Milan on Jamiary 27, 1901. 


JOHANNES BR AH MS 

The German composcr Johannes Brahms was thc List of thc 
great classic masters of music. Brahms was a native of Ham- 
burg, wherc he was born on May 7, 1833. Ilis first musical 
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instruction was from his fathcr, and he soon attained promi- 
nence as a pianist. A turning point in his career occurfcd in 
1853 during a concert tour as the accompanist of a noted 
violinist. One piano, on which he was to play a Beethoven 
sonata, was a half tone below the true pitch. Brahms played 
the part by heart, transposing it from A to B-flat. This feat 
so impressed the violinist Joseph Joachim in the audicnce, 
that he introduced himsclf and gave Brahms letters of recom- 
mendation to some of the leading musicians of the day, includ- 
ing Franz Liszt and Robert Schumann. The latter, to whom 
Brahms promptly took some of his compositions, recognized 
his genius from the fcw picees that Brahms had then composcd. 
In an article entitled ,\V w Pathways Sclnimann predicted that 
Brahms would bc great. 

After he had thus rcceived rccognition, Brahms contimicd 
studying and making concert tours in addition to composing. 
From 1862 until his death Yienna was his home, although he 
visited Italy, Germany and Switzerland. Becausc of his fear of 
the sea he refused to go to England to accept the honorary 
degree of Doctor of Music that Cambridgc University wished 
to confcr upon him; the F niversity of Breslau made him a 
Doctor of Philosophy. In 1889 he received the freedom of the 
city of Vienna, wherc he died in 1897. 

Brahms won a place in the heart of the German nation in 
1868 with his German Réquiem, commcmorative of the Ger¬ 
man soldiers who died in the war with Áustria. Some of his 
best loved scores are his Flungarian dances, his beautiful songs, 
his concertos for piano and violin, and his orchestral composi¬ 
tions, which include four symphonies, monumental in their 
poctic nobility. Fie never attcmpted opera. When he did go to 
opera, he usually left before the performance was completcd, 
professing distaste for the combination of music and drama. He 
never accepted Richard Wagner as a great composcr although 
he was not entircly uninflueneed by him. When the wife of his 
friend Johann Strauss, the waltz king, asked for an autograph, 
Brahms wrote the first measures of The Blue Danube and 
signed them: “unfortunately not by me—J. Brahms.” He was 
very fond of Robert Schumann’s widow, but never married. 


CHARLES FRANÇOIS COUNOD 

At the close of his first ycar in thc Paris Conscix atory, which 
he entercd when hc ivas eightccn, Charles Fraw.ois Gounod 
won the second Prix de Rome with his cantata Maric Sluart ct 
Rizzio, based on the lovc story uf Marv. Qucctt of Scots. In 
1839 he won the Grand Prix de Rome witli thc cantata 
Fernand. Gounod, composer of sacrcd and dramatic music, 
was born in Paris on Junc 17, 1818. Aíter his successcs at thc 
Conservatory, hc next attractcd attemion in i8-,i witli Jiis 
Messe Solemnellc and in the same ycar made his dcbnt as an 
operatic composer with Sa/iplw. Hc beeainc superintendent of 
singing instruction for thc communal si hools in Paris and 
director of the chorai society connccted with them. During thc 
Franco-German war hc organized a clioir in F.nghmd. Ile dicd 
in 1893. 

The opera Faust, for which Gounod is inost fainous. was pro- 
duced on March 19, 1839. It was not inunediately popular. 
French critics regard his opera Romeo et Juliette as of greater 
musical value. His oratorios inclndc Redemption and Mors ct 
Vita. St. Cecília is his best known inass. 


GEORGES BIZET 

The opera Carmen, now regarded as the masterpicce of 
Georges Bizct, was the final attcmpt of its discouragcd author 
to win the acclaim of a public which had failed to reccive his 
previous works with much apprcciation. Carmen , first pro- 
duced on March 3, 1875, was also a failurc at thc time of its 
appearance, but in spite of tíiat Bizet believed he had written 
a good opera. His faith has been vindiçatcd, for it is now onc 
of the world’s most popular operas. 

Bizet W'as born near Paris on Õctober 25, 1838, and entercd 
the Paris Conservatory at the age of nine. Thcre he carried off 
all the honors for nearly ten years. In 1857 hc won thc Grand 
Prix de Rome for a cantata Cloris ct Clotildc. His first opera 
was Les Pêcheurs de perles and his next La Jolie Filie dc Perth. 
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His incidental music to Alphonse Daudet’s L’Arlésienne had a 
better reception than most of his tvorks. In addition to his 
operas Bizct was a pianist of note and a remarkable reader of 
orchestral scores. On June 3, 1875, three months after the 
production of Carmcn, Bizet diecí in Paris of heart discase. 


GIUSEPPE GARIBALDI 

Giuseppe Garibaldi was an Italian patriot who had an out- 
standing part in freeing Italy from forcign rule and uniting her 
undcr onc govcrnment. Garibaldi, born on July 4, 1807, began 
his training early in the techniquc of revolutionary war, at 
which hc becamc a mastcr. Upon bcing condctnned to dcath 
in 1834 for conspiracy against Giuseppe Mazzini, anothcr 
Italian Icadcr, lie cscapcd to South America. Therc he fought 
in a revolt against tlic Brazilian govcrnment, aidcd Uruguay 
in sccuring her frcedom and marricd a Spanish wife, who 
shared in his campaigns. 

Garibaldi rcturncd to Italy in 1848 to fight the Austrians 
and thcn to dcfcnd Romc against the Frcnch. His wife died 
during his rctreat from the Austrians. Hc madc his way to 
the United States, but wcnt back to Italy again in 1854 anc * 
rcsumcd the war for her frcedom. When Romc finally becamc 
the capital of a unitcd Italy, Garibaldi took a seat in Parlia- 
mcnt in January of 1873. His sccond marriage, to a countess, 
was an unhappy one and was annullcd when he marricd a 
peasant girl in 1879. Hc livcd quictly on the island of Caprcra 
until his dcath on June 2, 1882. 


KARL MARX 

In his book Das Kafntal (Capital), the first volume of which 
was published in 1867, Karl Marx sought to discover the 
economic laws that govern socicty. His thcory, known as “The 
Economic Intcrprctation of History,” rcsultcd from his tracing 
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the course of historical dcvclopmcm in tcrins of cconomic 
activity. Sceking lo bring about tlic organization of all laboreis 
for their common good, lie foundcd the modcrn Socialist move- 
ment. Marx nas born at Trcvcs, Gcrmany, on May ií!i8, 
and reccived his cducation at ilie univcisities of liunn and 
berhn. His father, a German-Jewish lawyer who had bccoine a 
Ghnstian, was decply interestcd in pliilosopby and hislorv. and 
encouraged Marx to prepare for a career as a university 
tcacher. Houever, Marx soon fonnd th.it bis radical \ ieus 
made him unacceptable in the cducational world in the Ger- 
many of his day. For a time lie look up jnurnalism biu his 
radical views werc so strcnuously opposed by the guverniiient 
that hc left the country, going to Paris in 18.(3. 

In Paris Marx made the acquaintance of anotlicr Gcrman 
socialist, Friedrich Engels, with whom hc nas to be associatcd 
for the rest of his life. In 18.,8 hc and Fngels isstied a 
pamphlct, known as the Communist Manifesto. Tliis bccamc 
the creed and program of socialist revolutionaries. 

The liberal revolution in 1838 made it possiblc foi Marx to 
return to Gcrmany for a short time; but with the revival of 
reactionary political conditions hc exiled himself again. Hc 
wcnt to London in 1840, and remained lhere to the end of 
lns lifc. It was during these later years that lie did much of his 
writing. FIc died in London on March 14. 1884. 

Nicolai Lcnin made the tcachings of Karl Marx the basis for 
the economic and political revolution in Rússia in 1917, n hich 
led to the establishmcnt of the Union of Sovict Socialist 
Kepubiics. 


FRIEDRICH NIETZSCHE 

Friedrich Wilhelm Nietzsche. the most influential Gcrman 
pmlosophcr after Immanuel Kant, was born October i 5 i0( |, 
at Rocken, a Saxon village. His cducation inchided stiidy at 
Bonn and Leipzig universities. He fled from Lcipzig wlicn 
cholera brokc out, and after a period in the Prussian armv, 
accepted a professorship of classical philology at Bascl. The 
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Franco-Prussian War intcrruptcd his work. Serving in the 
hospital corps, he contracted diphthcria, which so undermined 
his health that he eventually was forced to resign his position 
at the university. He had already written a book called Human, 
AU Too Human. 

During the next cight years he wrote his inost important 
books, Thus Spakc Zaralhustra, Beyond Good and Evil and 
The Gcncalogy of Morais, and notes on his final book 
The IVUI to Power. All of his literary work was marked by 
significam rhythmic stylc. In 1888, hc sufícred a stroke. It 
was not until August 25, 1900, that his body followcd his 
mind in death at Weimar. Nictzsche denied the greatness of 
Richard Wagner’s music, although the two men wcre intimate 
friends for a time. His concept of the “Superman” has been 
much discusscd. 


WILLIAM JAMES 

William James, American psychologist, was the son of Hcnry 
James, a Swedenborgian thcologían, and the brothcr of Ilcnry 
James, the famous novelist. William made a number of im- 
portant contributions to psychology. One of the best known is 
his statement that there is a “moral equivalem for war, 
that man’s instinct to fight could bc used in battling such 
enemies as firc, flood, faminc, diseasc, etc., instead of in wars. 
In his essay The Energics o{ Men , Professor James showcd that 
all men have powers that they only half use. Othcr of his 
contributions are the general thcory of emotion as organic 
sensation and the discovcry that there are two kinds of human 
beings—the tough-minded and the tender-minded. 

James also wrote on the psychological aspects of religion. His 
chicf books wcre: Principies of Psychology; Talks to Tcachers 
on Psychology; The Varieties of Rcligious Experience; The 
Will to Believe; Pragmatism; and Some Problems of Phi- 
losophy. He was born in New York on January 11, 1842; edu- 
catcd at Harvard; and appointed a professor of philosophy and 
psychology there. He dicd on August 27, 1910, in Boston. 
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GUY DE MAUPASSANT 


Honri Rcné Albert Guy dc Maupassant, Frcnch nov< lõt, is 
rar.kcd as onc of the greatcst sliort-story writers cf thc ninc- 
tccnth ccntury, but while bis storics arc modcls of litcrary pcr- 
fection, thcy do not forni plcasant rcading bccausc thcy arc 
characterized by pcssimism and, in bis later works, bv traces of 
an unbalanccd mind. In less than twclve vcars Dc Maupassant 
published ten collcctions of short storics. Ilis thirtccn tales 
published in English under tbe titlc The Odd Xumbcr are 
considercd among his best. Thcy includc The Xecklacc and 
Thc Piccc of Stiing. 

De Maupassant, bom on August 5, 18;,o, began his carccr as 
a naval clerk and also served in tbe Frcnch army. Whcn hc took 
up writing he made liis godfathcr, tbe novelist Gust.ne Flau- 
bert, his modcl in composition. IIc practiccd scvcral ycars, 
destroying many manuscripts before hc ivould aliou one of bis 
storics to be published. The first appcarcd in 1880, and in thc 
same year he published a book of verse and a drama. Of his 
novels, Pierre and Jcan and A Life rank uith his short storics. 
In 1890 a mental illncss caused him to give up writing, and 
two years later he bccamc complctcly insane. IIc died in an 
asylum on July 6, 1893. 


FEODOR DOSTOIEVSKY 

The Russian novelist Fcodor Mikhailovich Dostoirvsky uas 
sentenced to death for his connection with a revolutionary plot. 
On the scaffold thc sentcnce was changcd to hard labor in 
Sibéria. After he was pardoned five years later, hc wrote thc 
books which made him famous. Dostoievsky, born on Novcm- 
ber 11, 1821, was the son of a Moscow physician in whose honie 
extreme formality and rigid discipline wcre maintained. In 
1844 Dostoievsky gave up engineering, in which he had bcen 
graduated from the School of Engineering in Saint Petersburg, 
to become a writer. Flis Work was interrupted by his prison 
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tcrm, but aftcr that it continued until his death on February 8, 
1881. 

Dostoicvsky’s first long novel was The Downtrodden and 
Oppressed. Memoirs froin a Dcad House relatcd his experi- 
cnces in Sibéria. Crime and Punishmcnt, probably his most 
famous book, marked his final break with the liberal and 
radical grou ps. Among his other works were The Possessed, 
The Brothers Karamozov, and The Idiot. His powerful 
psychological analysis of pathological characters, which crimi- 
nologists say is scicntifically accurate, gained for him a unique 
place in litcraturc. 


LYOV TOLSTOY 

Count Lyov Nikolaycvich Tolstoy, author of I \’ar and Pcace 
and Anua Karenina and founder of the crccd known as Tolstoy- 
ism, was onc of the most revered tnen in the world during the 
last dccadc of his lifo. IIc was bom on August 28, 1828, in the 
P.ussian provincc of Tuia. His young manhood was occupicd 
with obtaining an cducation, farming, living an idlc socicty 
lifc, serving in the army, and traveling in Europe. But as carly 
as iB-i 7 hc had begun a diary. His literary life grew out of this 
and it was the souicc for some of his short stories, the first 
of which, Childhoody was published in 1852. 

Tolstoy was on the verge of an inner revolution in 1862 
until hc marricd a girl sixtccn ycars his junior. They took up 
rcsidencc on his estate at Yasnaya Polyana and his prosperous 
and happy marriage allaycd his unrest. Hc dcvclopcd a philos- 
ophy of not trying to be wiser than lifc and naturc, which 
theme he embodied in his long novel II 'ar and Pcace, com- 
pleted in 18G6, and translhted into Frcnch, German, and Eng- 
lish. His other mastcrpiccc, Anna Karenina, was begun in 1873 
and appeared in installmcnts from 1875 t0 1877. Huring the 
writing of this book his inner confiict returned. He began to 
fcel uncasy about his prosperous mode of living, about ap- 
proaching death, and about some religious justification of his 
lifc. The despair to which hc finally succumbcd was followed 
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by a formulation of the doctrine of nonresistance which is the 
basis for the creed bcaring his namc. He givcs a complete ac- 
count of his conversion in his book A Confession. The influ- 
ence of ToLstoy’s doctrincs was perhaps greater in othcr coun- 
tries than it was in Rússia. Russian authoritics wcre hostile at 
first to his activity and exiled niany of his followcrs to Sibéria. 

What Is Art? written in 1896, sliows a changc in Tolstoy’s 
attitude toward litcraturc. All of his later work embodied the 
idea of ethical Christianity. 11 is novel Rcsurrcclion was fin- 
ished in 1900. Tolstoy adopted a simplc mode of lifc and made 
over all his property to his wife. Eventually hc bccainc 
estranged from his family. Hc left home on October 28, 1910, 
and died on November 8 of the same year. Ile was interred at 
Yasnaya without a Christian burial. 


HENRIK IBSEN 

Thcrc are few points uf interest in the lifc of Hcnrik Johan 
Ibsen, Norwcgian poet and dramatist, othcr than the produc- 
tion of his plays, for Ibsen was a nian devoted to his work to 
the exclusion of practically all othcr activities and of nearly 
all pcoplc, even his family. Ibsen was Charactcrizcd as a poet 
and a mystic, who had little need for contact with socicty. 
Aftcr hc left his home in 1850 hc communicatcd with no íiiem- 
bers of his family cxccpt his sister, and his few friends ap- 
parently had little real influcncc with him. Hc married in 
1858, howevcr, and devoted time and care to the education 
of his son Sigurd. 

Ibsen was born on March 20, 1828, and at the age of liftecn 
was apprcnticcd to an apothccary. This work was distasteful 
to him, and hc assuaged his unhappiness by writing poetry and 
reading extcnsivcly, cspecially poetry and thcology. ín 1850 
he wcnt to Christiania to school. There his first play Catiline 
was produccd. The next year lie was appointed manager of 
the National Theater at Bergen. In 1857 he returncd to 
Christiania as manager of a new theater, which post he hcld 
until the theater failed. In 1864 he embarked on a tour of 
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Italy and for many years thereafter he passed the majority 
of his time in foreign countries. During his last fifteen years 
hc resided in Christiania. Ibscn’s mind weakened during the 
latter part of this period. Four years before his death on May 
28, 1906, he suffered an almost complete physical and mental 
collapse. 

Among Ibsen’s early plays were Love y s Comedy and The 
Pretcndcrs. His first importam plays were Brand and Peer 
Gynt. After the success of Brand , a poet's pension was granted 
to Ibscn. The Lcague of Youth in 1869 was Ibsen s fir^t mod¬ 
em social drama. It was followed by a double play Empcror 
and Galilean, a historical tragedy. Pillars of Society in 1877 
again took up the social drama series, which was continucd 
with A DolVs Housc, Ghosts, An Enctny of the Pcopie, The 
I Vil d Duck . Rosmcrsholm , The Lady from the Sca, Hcdda 
Gabler , The Master Buildcr, and Whcn \Ve Dead Aicakcn. 
Thcsc plays are an indictment of the evils of society. Ibsen 
cclebratcd the importance of the individual and the belief 
that the worst sin is a dcnial of love. At first his plays were 
rcccivcd with venomous hostility, but before his death he was 
acclaimed throughout Europc. 


PETER ILICH TCHAIKOVSKY 

Pctcr Ilich Tchaikovsky*s change from law and a clerkship 
in the Ministry of Justice to a full-time job of studying, teach- 
ing and composing music was a big step, but he took it in his 
twenty-third year. launching himself upon one of the most 
successful carcers in musical history. Within ten years he was 
established, one of the first Russian composers to obtain a fol- 
lowing abroad. 

Tchaikovsky’s fathcr was a mining engineer in the village 
of Votkinsk wherc his son was born on May 7, 1840. The 
composer entered the Conservatory at Moscow where his 
progress was so rapid that in 1866 he was appointed a teacher. 
The next year he made his debut as a conductor. 
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Tchaikovsky was twcnty-cight whcn hc fcll in love with 
the famous Frcnch singcr Dcsircc Artot, who dashcd his happi- 
ness to bits by marrying somconc cisc. It is bclicvcd by some 
that the Romeo and Julict music was influenced by this un- 
happy experience. Tchaikovsky's own rash marriage in 1877, 
a criticai ycar for him, was a tragic mistakc bccau>c of his 
abnormal temperament. A strange friendship betwcen Madamc 
von Meck, the widow of a wealihy cnginccr, and Tchaikovsky 
had begun in 1876. The unique ícature uf tliei 1* relationship 
was that they never met, ahhough they cxchangcd detailed 
and eloquent Icttcrs. She fust gave him commi.ssions for his 
work, then incrcascd tliis to a yearly allowancc. but later she 
discontinued her financial aid. hurting the inusician deeply. 

The now-popular B-flat minor Piano Concerto, so scvcrcly 
criticized by some of his friends at the time of its composition 
m 1875, was followcd by the Sivan Lakc music, Francesca da 
Rimini, and the Fourth Symphony, composcd in Switzcrland 
in 1877, during the crisis in his lifc, and dedicatcd to Madamc 
von Meck. The saine year hc made the fust of sevcral Europcan 
tours. Tchaikovsky wrote the “1812” Oicrturc in 1880 and 
then the Fifth Symphony. In 1891 hc visited America. He con- 
dueted the first performance of his Sixth Symphony , the 
Pathétique at St. Petersburg in 1893. It was rcceivcd with- 
out enthusiasm at first, but was destined to becomc one of 
the world’s most popular symphonies. Nine days after its 
performance he died, on Novcmber 6, 1893. 


MODEST MOUSSORGSKY 

Modcst Petrovich Moussorgsky, Russian composcr, is best 
known for his colorful opera Boris Godunov. Ile was born in 
March, 1839, at Karevo, and died in March, 1881, at St. 
Petersburg, now Lcningrad. At 17 he entered the army. A 
musicai comradc introduced him to a composer through 
whom he met others with whom he studied. 

In 1874 Boris Godunov was performed for the first time at 
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the Imperial Russian Opera Housc. Its blazing vitality made 
it a great success. Another historical opera Khovanstchina was 
largely complcted the following year. Though Moussorgsky 
workcd at it for the rest of his life, his colleague Rimsky- 
Korsakov filled it out in 1881, and it was only performed 
aftcr Moussorgsky’s death. It dcalt with a plot against the 
young czar Pctcr the Great. Moussorgsky also wrote piano 
picccs of which one suite called Picturcs at an Exhibition 
was latcr orchcstratcd. Moussorgsky foresaw modern develop- 
mcnts in art as when hc wrote: “A building is fine when, in 
addition to having a bcautiful façadc, it is well planned and 
solid, when one can fcel the purposc of the building.” 

NIKOLAI RIMSKY-KORSAKOV 

The Russian composer Nikolai Andrccvich Rimsky-Korsa- 
kov, born March 18, 1844, at Tikhvin, was graduated from 
the Naval Academy of Saint Petcrsburg in 1862, scrved as a 
midshipman in the* Russian navy and made a cruisc around 
the world. By 1863 hc had written his first symphony, which 
was conductcd by another composer Mili Alexcycvich Bala- 
kircfT. When BalakirefT bccamc interestcd in his work, Rimsky- 
Korsakov dccidcd to retire from active Service in the navy 
and bccomc a professor at the Saint Petcrsburg Conservatory, 
which position hc heid until his death, June 21, 1908. From 
1886 to 1890 hc was conductor of the Russian Symphony 
Conccrts in Saint Petcrsburg. The Capriccio Espagnol, com* 
poscd in 1887, had its first performance at one of thesc con¬ 
ccrts which hc conductcd. 

Rimsky-Korsakov associatcd with a group of composcrs who 
formed the Young Russian school devoted to the cause of 
national music. He often cmployed Russian folk-song themes 
in his compositions which included symphonies, operas, sev- 
cral orchcstral suites, overtures, songs, and pianoforte pieces. 
Ile was also a brilliant instrumentalist. Schcherazade, The 
Russian Eastcr, Snycgourochka are some of his most popular 
works. 
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EDVARD GRIEG 


Edvard Grieg, Nonvcgian composcr, was born Junc i - ,. iB.j 3 
at Bergen. His mother was his first nuisic tcaehcr. lie was 
sent to Leipzig, Gerinany, for further studies and to Copcn- 
hagen, Denmark. Mccting a young compatriot, Grieg learncd 
to know Scandinavian folk tunes. "It was,’’ Grieg said, “as 
though scales had fallcn from niy cyes.’' l he two young inen 
sworc that their niusic would no loncrcr be iníhicnced by 
German composcrs, and enthusiasiically re<oIved to trc.ul a 
new path, founding a Nordic school. 

Grieg bccamc friendly with Franz Liszt, Ilungarian com- 
poser, during a trip to Italy and also visited Gennany again. 
His Piano Concerto in A Alinor, onc of his most popular 
works, he himsclf performed at Leipzig in 1870. Thcreafter 
be lived in Bergen, directing the coneerts of the Ilarmonie 
Society and composing music th.it some found poctic. others 
superficial. Aftcr a number of visits to England Iate in life, 
Grieg dicd in his native city, Scpteinber .j, 1007. Ile com- 
posed three violin sonatas, music for P< rr Gynt (the play 
by his fellow countryman Hcnrik Ibscn) and a number of 
songs including the familiar and moving Ich Liebc Dich. 


ANTONÍN DVORAK 

Antonín Dvorak, Czech composcr, was born September 8. 
1841, at Nelahozcvcs, Bohcmia. His fathcr was a butchcr. 
In 1857 Dvofák wcnt to Praguc. Hcrc he wrote symphonies 
and songs. Of the number of operas which Dvofák wrote, nonc 
has attaincd popularity. (The favorite Czech opera The Bar- 
tered Bride is by Fricdrich Smctana, contemporary with 
Dvofák, and also known for his symphonic poem Vltava, the 
Moldau.) To earn a living Dvofák playcd the violin at the 
Prague National Thcatrc. His first rccognition as a composcr 
came with a national hymn in 1873 and that same ycar, hav- 
ing proved that he could support a wife, he married a pupil 
whom he had long loved. His wife’s practical common sensc 
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was a great hclp to him. He was now successful enough to 
give up his position at the theater. 

Among his compositions for voice are Stabat Mater, a 
chorai work written as a solace for his grief when his second 
daughter died; and, for single voice, Songs My Mother 
Taught Mc. In 1892 Dvofák visited the United States. Indian 
and Negro themcs inspired him to write his Symphony frotn 
the Nezu World the following year. The celebrated Humor- 
csque for violin was also written in America. Dvofák died in 
Prague on May i, 1904. 


JOHANN STRAUSS 

In 1844 Johann Strauss, popular Austrian composer, or- 
ganizcd his own orchcstra and conducted his first conccrt. 
Its brilliant succcss put him on an cqual basis with his father 
who, until that time, had been the most noted dance orchcstra 
conductor in old Vienna. When the elder Strauss died in 1849, 
Johann united the two orchcstras. 

Johann Strauss was born in 1825. Piano lessons were his re- 
ward for good marks in school. but when his father first heard 
him play the violin, he was so jcalous of his son s ability that 
he took the instrument away. Johann*s mother bought him 
another one and the boy practiced in othcr pcople’s homes. 
For bursting into song during a class he was dismissed from 
business school and instead of learning to compose sacred 
music, he played waltzes on the church organ. Johann was 
nineteen when his father and mother were divorced and it 
bccame ncccssary for him to carn some moncy, so he 
launched himself on a career as a conductor and composer. 
In less than ten years he bccame the toast of Vienna and was 
cqually applauded in all the foreign countries he toured. For 
ten years he was a tremendously popular conductor of sum- 
mer concerts at St. Petersburg, Rússia. 

Strauss was marricd in August of 1862 to Hcnrietta 
TrefTz, who belonged to a wcalthy, socially prominent family. 
In 1864 he was appointed Director of Dance Music to the 



Court of Wnna, and in 1867 during the Universa! Expontion 
in Uans he conqncrcd that city and the world with rhc n,o>t 
famous and lovcd of a!I hís waltzes, The Blue Da-.ul-e. the 
chief crowncd heads of Enrope d.mcing to its strains. Strauss 
next turned to tlie comp.,sitio,, of operettas. the first of wHch 
wax Índigo m 187,. lhe following voar he mude vi-it tc 
Amenea where he was grandly receivcd. Amonç Stram-S 
tnends was the composer Johanncs Brahms. The JWari.m 
piamst Franz L.szt was the first to recognize the possifi.fi, . 
•ot the Strauss waltzes as piano pieccs. 

During the last twcnty ycars of his life Strauss was almost 
oycrwhelmed by the quantity and splendor of celebraticm 
given in his honor. J Ic died 011 June 3, ,8gp 

Strauss composed ncarly 5 oo dance pieccs, inclnding such 
wefi known waltzes as Tales from the l ienna Ifoods; Anists ’ 
ute; M me, II omen, and Sono : the Empcror Walt-.: and Voices 
oj Spnng. Among his other operettas are The Carnnal in 
Home, Die Fledermaus (literallv, The Bat), and The GyPsy 
naron. J 


GREGOR MENDEL 

Gregor Johann Mendel, an Austrian monk, is famous as a 
botamst and especially as the discovcrer of the principie of 
heredtty named after him. The Mendelian theory established 

Í2^r hÍCh CharaC ' eriStiCS OÍ — - inherited 

Hd“rr^i/wK a ^d f rt in , 82 v a h 

4 1 1 . , c nc tried to becomc a hieh 

school teacher and tw.ee he failed in his examina,ions. He 
became a monk and finally abbot of Brünn. He paid for the 
edueatmn of h,s three nephews and gave many anonvmous 
g fts Expenments ,hat he condueted in the monas,erv garden 
are the reeogmzed foundat.on of all modern scientific knowl- 
edge of the laws of heredity, applying ,0 all forms of life. 

- lcndel experimentcd with peas, Crossing different varieties. 
He made pubhc the results of his work in a treatise called 
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Planl Hybridization on January 6, 1865, and died in 1884, 
almost unknown. It was in 1900 that three botanists redis- 
covered his work. 


LOUIS PASTEUR 

Louis Pastcur, Fronch chcmi.st, attcnded the Royal College 
at Bcsançon and in 1842 rcceivcd the baccalauréat ès 
Sciences.” He had attcnded primary and sccondary schools 
in Arbois whcrc his fathcr was a tanner. He was admitted 
to the Écolc Normale in 1843 and attcnded the lccturcs at 
the Sorbonnc wherc hc received his carlicst scrious incentive 
to study chemistry. 

His first major piccc of rcscarch was on raccmic acid, in 
the autumn of 1848, while in Dijon as professor of physics. 
At the bcginning of the next year, he was transferred to 
Strasbourg°as professor of chemistry. Hcrc he marricd Mlle. 
Maric Laurcnt and won the Ribbon of Honor for further 
work with raccmic acid. Whilc serving as professor and dean 
of the Faculty of Sciences at Lillc, hc turncd to discovering 
the causes of cliscasc in wine and bccr. The alcohol industry 
was changed complctcly by thesc experiments, the rcsults of 
which hc announccd after going to the Bcole Normale as 
dircctor of seientifte studies. FIcre hc continucd work on 
fermentation. The English surgeon Joscph Listcr was able 
to revolutionize surgery in the light of discoveries by Pastcur, 
who was now a lcading seientist with honors at home and 
abroad. 

The silk industry of Francc and all the othcr silk-growing 
countries was saved as tlic outeome of Pasteur's investigations 
into the discascs of silkworms. His work on the “world of the 
iníinitcly small,” as hc c.illcd it, continucd with his study of 
the cattle scourgc, anthrax, but hc deviated from this disease 
to study chickcn cholcra. For both he found a control. It has 
been cstimatetl that the value of his industrial discoveries was 
sulTicient to covcr the cost of the war indemnity paid by 
Francc to Gcrmany in 1870. 
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In 1873 Pastcur bccarne a menibcr of tlic Frcnch Acadcmy 
of Medicine and in 1874 lie reccivcd a lifc pension from tlie 
National Assembly. On July 6, 1884, lie pcrfonned his most 
dramatic experiment, tlie inociilation of a cliild who had been 
bitten by a mad doe;. His siicccssful trcatmciit for rabies led to 
the fuundation of tlie liistitut 1’asteur In 1888. 

Pasteur cclebrated bis scvcnty-sccond birtbday 011 Deccnibcr 
2 7 > 1894, and dicd 011 tlie aStli of tlie following Septenibcr 
near St. Cloud. 


HENRY GEORGE 

Henry Georgc, political economist, was bom in Pliiladelpbia, 
on September 2, 1839. He lcft school at tlie age of fourteen 
and, after a period of wandering, settled in San Francisco. Ily 
this time he had learncd typcsctting and tlicrcaftcr lie served 
in alinost every brandi of tlie priiuing indiistry. In 1861 lie 
was married, and hc bccaino tlie fatlicr of nvo cliildrcn. 

After several years of unsteady ciiiployniciit and dirc pov- 
erty, he joined the staff of tlie San Francisco Times wlicrc lie 
rapidly rose to the position of inanaging ctlitor. Ilis subsequent 
carcer included iinportant cxecutivc posts with various neivs- 
papers, and a minor State ofiicc. 

The latter part of his lifc was devoted to expounding his 
theory of land value and the single tax, his answcr to the 
riddlc of poverty attending the niarcli of progress. Dnriiig 
thosc years he lectured and travcled widely, visiting England, 
Ireland, and Australia. The best known of his books and 
pamphlets is Progress and Poocrty. Henry Georgc ran for 
several political officcs, including the Mayoralty of New York. 


ALEXANDER GRAHAM BELL 

Upon complcting his course at Edinburgh Univcrsity, Alex- 
ander Graham Bell, inventor of the tclephone, rcceivcd special 
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training in his father’s system for curing impediments of 
speech. He attained a knowledge of the human voice, sound 
and vibration, which aided him greatly in his electrical dis- 
eoveries. 

Born in Edinburgh, Scotland, on March 3, 1847, Bell carne 
to America in 1871. As professor of vocal physiology at Bos¬ 
ton Univcrsity his intcrcst turncd to telegraphy and he dis- 
covered that telegraph wircs would transmit sound. Thomas 
A. Watson was chosen as BelFs assistant in 1874. Watson 
was to makc electrical instruments from ideas supplied by Bell. 
The telephonc was born on June 2, 1873. Watson was work- 
ing in one room and Bell in anothcr when, suddcnly, thcy 
hcard a strangc sound. Bell summoncd Watson and asked 
him to construct tvith all possiblc haste a sound-convcying 
apparatus according to ncw spccifications. The rcsulting 
crude instrument built in ten months—an old cigar box, two 
hundred feet of wire and two magnets—was the first speaking 
telephonc. Forty years later Bell and Watson used this same 
model in the first long-distance talk between New York and 
San Francisco. 

The next year Bell obtained a patent, the most valuable 
single patent ever issued in any country, but marketing it 
was another matter. He began a series of lectures with ex- 
hibits to cducate the public to his invcntion’s possibilities. 

Within a year Bell succceded in making his telephone com- 
mcrcially practical. In less than forty years the enterprise 
had returned to its sharcholders more than $2,000 for each 
dollar originally invested. Bell was married to Mabel Flubbard, 
daughtcr of one of his loyal associatcs. 

In 1880 the French government gave Bell the Volta prize 
of $10,000 and in 1882 added to it the Cross of the Legion of 
Honor. The inventor used the money to found the Volta 
Burcau at Washington for the study of deafncss. He invented 
the "photophone,” basis for present-day talking motion pic- 
tures; the Graphophone, countcrpart of today’s phonograph; 
and the telephone probe, an instrument for locating bullets 
or othcr substnnces in human bodies. Bell died on August 2, 
1922, at the age of seventy-five. 
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MARK TWAIN 


Samuel Langhorne Cleniens, American author, was better 
known as Mark Twain, a river term meaning two fathoins of 
water, wliich lie adopted as a pen name. lie hegun bis literary 
career before the age of cigluccn bv writing for liis brothcFs 
small paper, thc Hannibal Journal. Ilorn on Novembcr 30, 
r ^ 35 > m Florida, Missouri, Clemcns was tbe fourth rliild of 
a poor merebant. Clemcns,. not yct twclvc, left scliool to bc- 
come a printcr's apprcnticc. 

An urge to scc thc world scized liim in 1833 and lie set out, 
working as a printer in St. Louis, New York and 1 ’luladclpliia. 
Next a projcctcd trip to Brazil took him no furthcr tlian thc 
Mississippi River, where hc was sidctrackcd by a desire to 
become a pilot. About thc time of thc Civil War, Clemcns 
took up his next profession —mining. During had wcathcr 
he wrote sketches to amuse himsclf, signing some of them 
“Joslv’ and sending them to thc Enterprise at Yirginia City, 
Nevada. Joscph T. Goodman, thc publisher, used Clcmrns’s 
sketches, recognizcd his ability and ofTercd him a job as local 
editor at $25 a wcek. Thc mincr walked 123 miles over rough 
roads to accept the job. Hc was succcssfti! from thc start and 
was sem to covcr the First Nevada Lcgislature convcning at 
Carson City. It was here that he started signing his stories 
Mark Twain.” He worked in San Francisco for a while and 
thcn returned to mining. Hc discovered no fortune, but hc 
did write the story of the ‘ Jumping Frog'’ which carried his 
fame all over America. 

Clemcns became a highly paid lccturcr and his writings 
were in demand. In 1870 he was marricd to Olivia Langdon, 
of Elmira, New York. In Hartford and Elinira hc wrote thc 
books for which he is most noted —Tom Saivxcr, Hucklcbcrry 
Finn, The Prince and the Paupcr, and A Connccticut Yankee 
in King ArthuPs Court. Financial reverses forced Clemcns to 
seck a cheaper way of lifc in Europe. After a world lccture 
tour, he lived in London and Yienna for four ycars. When his 
wife died in Florcncc in 1904, he returned to New York. Later 
he bought an estate at Rcdding, Connccticut, and on top of a 
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hill built a beautiful home, Stormfield, where he passed the 
last two years of his life. Heart trouble caused his death on 
April ai, 1910. 


THOMAS HARDY 

Thomas Hardy was unable to decide for a time between 
architecturc and litcraturc as a profession, becatise he had 
studied both. Litcraturc cvcntually «on out and gave England 
an author who was in his lifctime the leading man of English 
letters. Hardy was bom on Junc 2, 1840, in Dorsctshire, edu- 
cated at the local schools and apprcnticcd to an architect of 
the district. In 1862 hc went to London where he won recog- 
nition in the ficld of architecturc and also had a short story 
published. 

Hardy never wrote anything more artistically perfect than 
Undcr the Grecmvood Trec, but his first popular succcss was 
Far from the Mndding Crowd, which was attributcd by many 
to Georgc Eliot whcn it was published anonymously in 1874. 
The Return of the Nativc is gencrally considcrcd his greatest 
novel. Famous also are Tcss of the D’UrbcrviUcs and Jude the 
Obscurc. 

The Order of Merit was confcrrcd upon Hardy in 1910. 
His first wife dicd in 1912 and two years latcr hc married a 
second time. Hc dicd on January 11, 1928. His ashes were 
buried in Westminstcr Abbey, but becausc of his love. for his 
native Wcsscx, his heart was buried in the parish churchyard. 


ROBERT LOUIS STEVENSON 

Robert Louis Stcvcnson, Scottish writer, was a brave soul. 
In spite of poverty and illncss, he wrote chccrfully. His novcls 
are valuable for themselvcs and because they signalize a re- 
turn to the romamic spirit of Scotland’s carlicr novelist, Sir 
Walter Scott. The book that brought him fame was Treasure 
Island ■—onc of the greatest of all adventure tales, a pirate 
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story written in 1883. Kidnappcd came thrcc ycars latcr. as 
did thc unforgcttablc Dr. Jckyll and Mr. Ilydc, a short story. 
thc most widcly known of Stcvcnsoirs works. Stcvenw.n abo 
wrote dclightful cssays, some of thc best of them in Viiyinibus 
Puerisque, a book in which hc summcd up hi^ personalitv, sav- 
ing “this world appears a brave gymnasium, fnll of va-baihinc. 
and horse cxcrcisc, and bracing, manly virtues.' .1 Child s 
Gardcn of Verses comains Stevensons childmFs pocm<. 
Traveis with a Donkey is thc rccord of a trip thr.uigh Franco. 

Stevenson carne to America in 1870, married Mr-, Osbornc. 
a widow, in Califórnia, and wcnt with her anel her two chil- 
dren to Samoa, in thc South Seas. Tlicrc hc built a horne and 
remaincd until his death. Hc was born at Edinburgh, Novem- 
ber 13, 1850, and dicd on Deccmbcr 3, 1894. To thc natives 
of Samoa he was known as “Tusitala,” thc storytcllcr. On 
his grave his epitaph is inscribed as hc had written it: “ílerc 
he lies where hc longcd to bc; Home is thc sailor, home from 
the sea.” 


SUSAN B. ANTHONY 

Susan Browncll Anthony was born in Adams, Massachusetts, 
on February 15, 1820. Her fathcr, a Quaker and an aboli- 
tionist, was a cotton manufacturcr, and her farnily was noted 
for its adhercncc to moral principie and for its strong-minded 
women. A kccn mind and a good cducation wcll qualificd her 
for the tcaching profession which, after fiftcen ycars, she de- 
serted for the lccturc platform and feminism. 

Her first public interest was thc tcmperancc movement. For 
a time she was an agent for thc Ami-slavery Socicty but 
eventually the problcm of womens equality—cspccially the 
suffrage movement—claimcd her entirc attention. In this 
cause she met, and deficd, opposition of every kind, from 
rotten eggs to prosecution in the Federal courts for having 
cast a vote in a presidential clcction. 

Miss Anthony was aggrcssivc, and she could, whcn occasion 
demanded, exchange stronge epithets. Yet she succcedcd in 
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winning the respcct and honor of many, and had the satis- 
faction of seeing cqual suffrage granted in four States before 
she died in Rochester, New York, on March 13, 1906, leaving 
all of her small cstate to the cause she had served. 


OSCAR WILDE 

Oscar Wilde, Irish poet, playwright and wit, was an apostle 
of the crccd “art for art’s sake.'' In college he made himself 
extremei) impopular by such aesthetic poses as wearing his 
hair long, dccrying manly sports and decorating his rooms with 
pcacock fcathcrs, lilies, blue china and other objets d’art. Al- 
though his fellow studcnts ducked him in the rivcr and wrecked 
his room, thcy failed to effcct a cure. His friends disbelieved 
tales of his moral loosencss until in 1895 he was convicted of a 
serious moral ofTcnse and senteneed to two years of penal servi- 
tude. This was the end of his career. After his release from 
prison, Wilde lived mainly on the Contincnt. He died in Paris 
on November 30, 1900, at the age of forty-four. 

Among Wildc*s writings were two volumes of fairy tales; 
poetry, including The Ballad of Rcading Gaol and De Pro- 
fundis; and dramas such as Lady M'indcrmere*s Fan and The 
Importance of Being Earncst. He was unable to obtain a license 
to produce his drama Salome in England: it was brought out in 
Paris by Sarah Bernhardt. 


WILLIAM SCHWENK GILBERT 

In 1871 Sir William Schwenk Gilbert, English light opera 
librettist and poet, began his collaboration with the composer 
Sir Arthur Sullivan, which lastcd for more than twenty years. 
Among the light operas produced by the team were The 
Pirates of Penzance, which was presented in New York and 
ran for more than 400 nights in Londou; Trial by Jury; The 
Goiidoliers; Patience; Princess Ida; lolanthe: The Yeomen of 
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the Guard; H. M. S. Pinafon: Ruddigorc; and The Mikado, 
the favorite of the general public. Gilbert deserves credit íor 
some of the music in addition to the librettos. The meteis and 
frequcntly the rhythms were invented by him. 

Sir illiam. kniçhted in 1007, was born in London on No» 
vember 18, 1830. He entered Civil Service work, but disliked 
the routinc and took up law instead. In 1861 he beean to 
contributo comic verse with dever humorous illustration* xo 
the periodical Fun. usine the signaturc “Bab," and callinç them 
Bab Ballads. He abo served as dramatic critic to the Illust r ated 
Times. He was drowned at Harrow Weald, Middlesex, on Ma\ 
20, 1911. 


ARTHUR SULLIVAN 

The church hymn Or.uard, Christian Soldiers was written 
by the English composer Sir Arthur Seymour Sullivan. A11- 
other of his famous compositions is The Lost Chord, which 
was probably the mo<t successful English song of the ninc- 
teenth century. Howtver. he is far more widcly known as the 
collaborator of Sir William Schwenk Gilbert, with whom he 
produced an cnchanting series of the wor!d’s most popular 
light operas. Sir Arthur composcd The Mikado: H.M.S . 
Pinaforc; The Piratcs of Pen;anee; íolanthe; The Gondoliers; 
Paticnce, etc. Sullivan composcd othcr works, including an 
oratorio, The Light of the World: a cantata, The Martyr of 
Antioch; incidental music to Alfrcd Tennyson s Forcsters; a 
ballet; and a grand opera, Ivanhoc (based upon Scott ? s novel'. 
which was a failurc in the theater. 

Sir Arthur was born at Lambcth on May 13, 1842. His 
father was an Irish musician and his mothcr had some Italian 
blood. By the time he was eight, the boy knew how to play 
every wind instrument in the band. In 1862 hc became the 
organist at Covent Garden. Hc was also principal of the 
National Training School for Music and conductor of the 
Leeds Festivais and of the Philharmonic Society. Hc died 
on November 22, 1900. 
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PHINEAS TAYLOR BARNUM 


The showman Phineas Taylor Barnum, born at Bethel, 
Connecticut, on July 5, 1810, was the son of a farmer. Phineas, 
who had no inclination for farm labor, was successively a clerk 
in a store, editor of a paper, village storekeeper and the ex- 
hibitor of Joicc Heth, the allcged nurse of Gcorge Washing¬ 
ton. This lattcr exploit decided his carccr, and he became the 
hcad of a small traveling company of performers. In 1840 
hc bought the American Muscum in New York. Among his 
most notable achievemcnts as a showman were naming and 
cxhibiting the midgct General Tom Thumb; bringing the 
Swedisli singer Jcnny Lind to America; purchasing Jumbo 
the clcphant; and in 1874 organizing the circus, “Barnum’s 
Grcatcst Show on Earth.” 

Barnum was not only a showman. Ile wrote books, lccturcd 
before American and European audiences and served in the 
Connecticut lcgislaturc. Hc was also mayor of Bridgcport, 
wliich was his home for forty-five years. Hc helped to plan 
and build the eastern part of the city and made donations to 
its civic institutions. Hc died on April 7, 1891. 

CHRISTOPHER (KIT) CARSON 

For onc period of sixtccn years during his lifc as a soldier 
and hunter, Christopher (Kit) Carson supplicd every bit of 
his own food with iiis rifle. He was born on December 24, 
1809, and was apprcnticcd to a saddlcr at the age of fifteen. 
Two years later hc joincd an overland expedition to Santa 
Fe, New México. He bccame a trapper, roaming the plains 
betwcen the Rocky Mountains and the Pacific Occan, and 
exccllcd even the Indians at hunting and mountain-climbing. 
In 1842 his Indian wife died, and he took his daughter to 
St. Louis to be cducatcd. Thcrc he was engaged as a guide to 
Lieutenant John G. Fremont\s first expedition to explore the 
Rockies. 

The next year Carson rcturned to New México, married a 
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Spanish lady and rcsumed hunting and trapping. Shccp were 
scarce in thc ncvv State of Califórnia, and in 1853 Carson 
drove a flock of 6,500 shccp across thc mountains froí:i New 
México into Califórnia. At Taos Carson actcd as tlie Indian 
agent for that district and was succcssful in that capacitv. He 
was made a brigadicr general for his Services during thc Civil 
War, after which he returned to thc post of Indian agent. 
Carson dicd on May 23, 1868. 


MARY BAKER EDDY 

Mary Baker Eddy was thc discovcrcr and founder of thc 
religion which she callcd Christian Science, and thc founder 
of thc Church of Christ, Scientist. Mrs. Eddy, who was bom 
near Concord, New Hampshirc, on July 16, 1821, began to 
teach Christian Science in 1866. She wrote and publishcd 
hersclf the textbook of Christian Science, Science and IL :l:f 
with Kcy to the Scriptures. Its first edition of 1.000 copies 
carne out in 1875. In 1879 ^ 1C Eirst Church of Christ, Sciendst, 
was organized in Boston, and four years latcr Mrs. Eddy 
foundcd thc first of the Christian Science periodicals. Th ' 
Christian Science Journal. 

Mrs. Eddy was married three times, ller first husband dicd 
less than a year after their marriage. Her second marriage, in 
1853, was dissolved by divorce twcnty years latcr. In 1877 she 
married Asa Gilbert Eddy, the first of her students to engage 
in the public practicc of Christian Science healing. He dicd 
five years latcr. Mrs. Eddy continucd as thc active lcader of 
the Christian Science movement until her death on Deccmber 
3 » i 9 10 - 


CORNELIUS VANDERBILT 

Cornelius Vanderbilt, American capitalist popularly known 
as “Commodore,” purchased a ferryboat when he was sixteen 
with which he carried farm produets and passengers between 
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Statcn Island and New ^ ork. Born near Stapleton, Staten 
Island, on May 27, 1794, Vanderbilt saw his ferry line grow, 
and eventually he entered other transportation entcrpríses. 
Besides his river and harbor boats he built, in 1817, a steamer 
to run between New York and New Brunswick, New Jersey, 
and served as its captain. In 1851 he established a fast line 
to Califórnia, transferring passengers across the Isthmus of 
Nicaragua. This entcrprise was said to have brought him 
$10,000,000. He also ofFercd Service between New \ork and 
Le Havrc, France. 

Vanderbilt bought a large pait of the New \ ork and Harlem 
Railroad in 1863 and later gained control of the Hudson 
River Railroad and the New York Central. He became presi¬ 
dem of the New York Central in 1867. Vandcrbilrs most note- 
worthv public benefaction was his gift of $1.000,000 for the 
founding of Vanderbilt Vniversity at Nashville, Tennessce. His 
fortune was estimated at $100.000.000 when he died on Jan- 
uary 4, 1877. 


ANDREVV CARNEGIE 

None of the makers of great fortunes started with less than 
did Andrcw Carnegie when. at the age of ten, he became a 
bobbin-boy at twcnty cents a day in the mills of Allegheny. 
Pennsylvania. Born in Dunformline, Scotland, on November 
2",. 183*,. the future ironmaster and philanthropist came to 
America with his family. He learned clerical and secretarial 
work and telegraphy. and with this knowledge and his own 
immcnse capabilities he gradually progressed through various 
job^ to a position of responsibility with the Pennsylvania Rail¬ 
road. In 1862 Carnegie entered the iron business, in which he 
carnecl his fabulous fortune. When he rctired in 1901 his com- 
pany was valued at $500,000.000. He died on August 11, 1919. 

Carnegie believed that “surplus wealth is a sacred trust to be 
adminisn red for the highest good of the people.” To this end 
he donated sums amounting to more than $300,000,000. It is 
probable that none of his gifts did more good than those given 
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to public libraries, including $60.000,000 for over 3.000 munic¬ 
ipal library buildings. 


JOHN D. ROCKEFELLF.R 

John Davison Rockcfcllcr, Scnior, American philanthropist 
and financier, was thc greatest getter and giver of money in 
the world’s history. Bom on July 8, 1839, he amassed his colos¬ 
sal fortune from oil, mines, Steel and other industries. The 
Standard Oil Company, of which he was president, was in- 
corporated in 1870 witli a capitalization of $1,000,000. Thus 
at thirty-onc Rockcfellcr hcld an eminent position in business. 
At the time the company’s monopoly was dissolved by the 
courts in 1892 Rockefeller’s fortune was estimated at betwccn 
$500,000,000 and $1,000,000,000, and he bccame known as 
the nation’s first “billionairc.” Among his num gifts wcrc 
$100,325,000 to the Rockefcller Foundation, $4.000,000 to thc 
Rockefeller Institutc of Medicai Research, $400,000 to the 
Baptist Missionary Union and about $500.000.000 to various 
cducational institutions. 

One of RockefellcFs greatest desires in his latcr years was 
to live to be 100, but hardening of the lieart niuscles caused his 
death on May 23, 1937, at thc age of ninety-sevcn, at his winter 
home in Ormond Beach, Florida. He left a nct estate of $26,- 
4 1 0,837. 


JOHN PIERPONT MORGAN 

The American financier John Picrpont Morgan, bom on 
April 17, 1837, receivcd his cducation both in Germany and 
in the United States. He began his business carcer in the bank- 
ing house of Duncan, Shcrman & Company, New York City. 
When he became hcad of the firm of Drcxel, Morgan & Com¬ 
pany, he changed its name to J. P. Morgan & Company. 
Among his business enterprises were the control of several 



railroad companies and anthracite and soft coai trusts In igoi 
he organizcd the United States Steel Corporation, which had 
a capitalization of $1,100,000,000 and dommated the Steel 
industry of the United States. Probably no other American 
capitalist was more widely known or thoroughly trusted m 
Europc, especially in England, than Morgan. 

Morgan gave cxtensivcly to many charitics and institutions. 
Ile was an cnthusiastic yachtsman and one of the world s 
grcatest art collectors. In 1913 the Metropolitan Museumof 
Art exhibitcd, in thirtcen gallcrics, most of his collection. He 
built a library adjoining his honre to house his rarc **°taiy 
of manuscripts and handsomely bound books. Morgan died 
in Romc, Italy, on March 31, rÇ) r 3 - 


CECIL JOHN RHODES 

Cccil John Rhodes, South African fmancicr and statcsman, 
was subjectcd to criticism and applausc, called both a land 
grabbcr and an empire builder, a statcsman and an unscrupu- 
lous speculator. Rapid succcss in the Kimbcrlcy diamond 
ficlds of South África made Rhodes a millionairc at ninetecn. 
The aggrandizcment of the British Empire was the objcct of 
his lifc, and South África was the arca over which hc hopcd 
to establish English rulc. To this end he devoted his energies. 
Hc bccamc a lcading financicr as wcll as a statcsman, and as 
a rcsult of his elTorts Bcchuanaland and Rhodcsia carne under 
British control. In 1890 Rhodes began his term as premier of 
Cape Colony. His personal powcr ended with the Jamcson 
Raid, an unfortunate attempt to bring about a rebellion in 
the Transvaal. 

After resigning his premiership, the statcsman devoted his 
interests to Rhodcsia, and in 1896 hc terminated a native re- 
bcllion by an act of intrepid courage. Rhodes was bom on 
July 5, 1853, and died on March 26, 1902. His will set up 
scholarships at Oxford University, opcn to about 100 candi¬ 
dates from Great Britain and to ninety from the United States. 
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EMILE ZOLA 


The Frcnch novclist Émilc Édouard Charles Antoine Zola 
was bom in Paris on April 2, 18 jo. He Icft ihc Ia cee Saint 
Louis in 1860, failing to takc his degrec due to a deliciency in 
literaturc. IIc abandoncd his work as a clcrk in a businc" 11* «n 
to devote his encrgies to writing, and for a time hc livcd in 
extreme povcrty. One of his bcst fricnds was the artist Paul 
Cézanne. Eventually hc obtained cmployment as a shopman 
in a publishcrs firm, and his articles on literaturc and art. as 
well as his novel Thcrcsc Raquin bcgan to attract attention. 
Ncxt Zola bcgan his series of some twcnty novels based on the 
Rougon-Macquart family, whoin he created and carricd 
through a period of Frcnch history. Many of tliese books were 
not great popular succcsscs, but with L’Assommoir, an epic of 
drink, Zola’s famc was cstablished. As his star rose. hc scemcd 
to have lcss and less in common with his bovhood friend 
Cézanne. IIc bccamc the outstanding novclist of the day. and 
Nana and Lc Díbâclc sold cvcn more copies than I. Assom- 
moir. After reading UCEuvrc , in which he saw himsclf, C ézanne 
rcfused to sec Zola. In addition to these books. Zola s other 
publications included a series of three romances on cities, 
some novels in which hc propounded his social gospcl, a 
volume of plays, scveral volumes of criticism and some short 
stories. Men of letters, artists, and politicians appcnrcd at his 
parties. 

Zola playcd a very importam part in the aíTair of Alfred 
Dreyfus, a French army oflicer falsely charged with treason. 
Zola was thoroughly convinccd of the man's innocence, and 
in an attempt to bring about a reopening of the case, hc pub- 
lished an open letter to the presidem of the Republic cntitlcd 
“ yaccu.se ” in which hc charged the govcrnment with irregu- 
laritics in the case. The letter achicvcd Zola's purpose—a re¬ 
opening of the case—but hc himsclf was also brought to trial 
and a verdict lodgcd against him. Hc went to England, where 
he remaincd until amnesty for oílenders connccted with the 
Dreyfus case permitted his return to Paris. 

Zola was made a Knight of the Legion of Honor in 1888 



and an officer in 1893, but after his trouble over the Dreyfus 
affair, his name was removcd from the rolls. He was several 
times a candidate for the Frcnch Academy but was repeatedly 
dcnied admission. Zola was uccidentally asphyxiated in his 
Paris home by the fumes from a defective Hue. He was found 
dead in his bedroom on September 29, 1902. When Cczanne 
heard of his death hc eried a long while and shut himself up 
in his studio for a day. 


ANATOLE FRANGE 

For thirty years French iiterature was dominated by Jacques 
Anatolc Thibault, whosc pseudonym was Anatole Francc. He 
was an artist acclaimcd by the critics and also a pubiicist who 
inllucnccd the common pcople. No one since Voltaire had 
cnjoyed a reputation such as tlns man, who, in his old age, 
was honored as a gcnius and a patriarch. Franco, whose father 
was a bookscllcr, was bom in Paris on April ib. 1814. Hc was 
studious and intclligcnt, but lie liked reading better than 
writing. He composcd advertising catch phrascs for publishers 
and contributed a wcckly articlc to the Vnivers Illustrc. His 
poetry was writtcn for his own entertainincnt. The Crime of 
Sylvcstci Bonnard, a novel that appcared in 1881. was well 
rcceivcd by the critics. 

In 1883 Francc mct Maduinc Arinan de Caillavet. a clever 
and active woman witli many friends among the leading figures 
in politics and socicty. She, who was Francê s friend through- 
out his life, encouragcd him to writc and workcd to bring about 
his fame. The dcdication of one of hU books reads: “To 
Madame Caillavet, this book w hich I should not have written 
without hcr help, for without her help I should write no 
books.” For forty years Anatole France pursued his litcrary 
career, publishing nearly fifty volumes in addition to his early 
verse. Francc was a competem storytcllcr, a scholar of antiquity 
and a studcnt of the hiunan racc. Among his books are Thais, 
The Red Lily, Pcnguin Island, The Revolt of the Angels, 
192 



Little Pierrc and a biography of Joan of Arc. He was namcd 
an officer of the Lcgion of Honor in 1895 an ^ c l ccte< ^ t0 
French Acadcmy in 1896. 

At the bcginning of his carecr Francc was primarily a skeptic, 
but about 1900 his opinions began to change. He felt a de- 
cided sympathy for progressive partics and gradually wcnt 
ovcr to the revolutionary camp. He bccamc a participam in 
one of the niost famous incidents in French history whcn he 
joincd the novelist Émile Zola in defcnding the French officer 
Alfrcd Drcyfus against charces of treason. World War I dis- 
turbed Francê s philosophy and left him uneertain of the 
destiny of the human race. He dicd in Tours on October 13, 
J 9 2 4« 


ALFRED DREYFUS 

Alfred Dreyfus was a French soldicr who bccamc famous 
bccause he was the victim of a judicial error which aroused 
deep feeling throughout the world. Dreyfus, bom on Octobcr 
9, 1859, bccamc a captain in the army in 1889. In 1894 an 
anonymous letter showing that a French officer was betraying 
his country fcll into the hands of the authorities. Dreyfus was 
accused because the handwriting closely resembled his. He 
protested his innoccncc, but was found guilty and intemed on 
DeviFs Island in 1895. 

An official at the Ministry of War discovered that the writer 
of the letter was an officer. Major Estcrhazy, who was dceply 
in debt. The government was slow to admit its mistukc and 
grant a ncw trial. In the meantime, there was vigorous agitation 
in favor of Dreyfus, high-lighted by the intervention of the 
novelist Émile Zola who wrote an open letter to the presidem 
of the Republic cntitled “ J’accusc Dreyfus was set free in 
1899, but he was not completely rehabilitated until 1906. He 
re-entered the army during World War I, and became a lieu- 
tenant colonel and an officer of the Legion of Honor. Fie dicd 
in Paris on July 12, 1935. 
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JAMES ABBOTT McNEILL WHISTLER 

James Abbott McNeill Whístlcr, American artist, was bom 
in Lowcll, Massachusctts, on July io, 1B34. When his father 
was invitcd to builcl a railroad in Rússia, James joined him 
and began his study of art there. He lcft the United States 
Military Acadcmy at West Point because he failcd‘in chem- 
istry. After attempting to enter the Navy, he became a 
draughtsman in the Coast and Gcodctic Survey, but abandoned 
this to study art in Paris. For many ycars his peculiarities and 
quarrcls were better known than his works. One of his most 
famous battles was with the critic John Ruskin whom Whistler 
sued for libei. Whistler won, and was awarded a farthing which 
he wore as a watch charm. He dicd in London on July 17, 1903. 

Whistler cxccuted delicate water colors and landscapcs, the 
most famous of which are his “Nocturnes.” Among his notable 
portraits is his most popular painting, the portrait of his 
mothcr. However, many consider his ctchings the highest 
produet of his art, classing them with those of Rembrandt, the 
world s greatest etchcr. One of his finest crcations as a mural 
decorator is the “Peacock Room,” in bluc and gold, formerly 
in a London home, but latcr transferred to the Frecr Gallery 
in Washington, D. C. 

PAUL CÉZANNE 

The aim of Paul Cezanne, Frcnch painter, was to combine 
impressionism with the art of the past. His early painting was 
concerncd more with expressing the exaltation of his own 
feclings than with color efFects, but association with the im- 
pressionist artist Camillc Pissarro helped him to bccome aware 
of the world of color. His early work includes a Resurrection 
of Lazarus and The Banquct. Cezanne excelled in still lifc 
pictures, of which the Comjwticr and ThcBlack Marble Clock 
are among the most celcbratcd; forceful portraits, notable 
among which are tho.se of Gustav Geffroy, of Madamc Cezanne, 
and many sclf-portraits; and stately, solid landscapcs such as 
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La route du Châtcau Noir, L’Estaque , and numerous vicws of 
Mount Sainte-Victoírc. Among thc mastcrpiece.s of his lattor 
ycars arc his picturcs of men playing c.ucls. 

Cczannc was born in Aix 011 Jamiary 19, ií>_*.•«- lie formed 
a boyhood fricndship with lhe novelist í.mile /"la and thc 
two dcdicatcd thcmsclvcs lo art. y l!v«d in Paris but 
Cczannc never f cl t al hoinc there aiul icpcatrdly nturncd to 
Aix. Cczannc's name was practically unknown in PaiU until 
an cxhibition in 1904 attractcd attemion. I his was liis only 
taste of thc fame to be accordcd his works until after his death. 
He dicd on Octobcr 23, 1906. It was his destiny to bccotnc per- 
haps thc lcading influcncc on modem art. 


VINCENT VAN GOGH 

Thc shadow of insanity under which thc Dutch painter 
Vinccnt van Gogh lived during thc last ycars of his lifc did 
not deter him from his work. In fact this was his greatest 
period. IIc continucd lo paint until thc day of his death, 
cxccuting with thick, pure colors and swirling strokes picturcs 
that have complctcly justificd thc faith of his brothcr Tlieo, 
who was onc of thc fcw who believed in him. Among Van 
Gogh’s notable picturcs arc: The Potato Eaters; Eastman; 
Portrait of a Young Man; severa 1 Sunflowcrs; many Self- 
Portraits; lhe series known as L*Arlésicnnc; Whcatjulds with 
a Setting Sun; Thc Ravinc; Carden at Aries ; and The Raising 
of Lazarus. 

Van Gogh, who was born in Groot Zundeit, Ilolland, on 
March 3, 1853, had a torturcd time settling upon a carccr. IIc 
workcd for picture dcalcrs, siudicd thcology and. imbucd with 
ideais of Christian communism, lived among thc miners in a 
coai region. Finally lie began to study art, joining Theo in 
Paris in 1886. llere hc lcarned to discard thc browns that had 
charactcrizcd his carlicr work and paint with clear, luminous 
colors. In 1888 hc wcnt to Aries in Southern Francc, w here hc 
was joincd by Paul Gauguin. In a fit of insanity hc threatencd 
Gauguin’s lifc and thcn cut oíT onc of his own cais. Fearing 



the recurrence of such i\ild excesses, he finally shot himself 
and died on Juiy 29. 1890. 


PAUL GAUGUIN 


For Paul Gauguin, onc of thc pionecrs of the post-imprcs- 
sioniít movcmcm in art. painting was at first a hobby for 
leisure hours. rhe Fronch artist ivas born in Paris on fune 17, 
18^8. As a boy he ivcnt to sea, then joined a firm of stock- 
brokers, and married a cultured Danish svoman. Aftcr becom- 


mç acquuimcd ivitli the paintcr Camille Pissarro and buying 
some of his pictures. hc beean working ivith tlic impressionists, 
giving tip his job and dcvoting himself ivholly to art. He passed 
some time in Southern Francc in 1888, visitiiíg the Dutch artist 
\ incent van Gogh. and from tlicn on hc abandoned impres- 
sionism for a much more radical, decorativo style of his otvn. 
Among thc most notable paintings of this period are The 
Women of Aries, a portrait of Meycr dc Haan, Landseapc of 
Aries. Thc Yellou Christ, and thc diabolic original Self-Por - 
trait, painted in Ilrittanv. 

In 1891 Gauguin ivcnt to Taliiti ivhcrc hc spcnt thc rest of 
his life except for a bricf visit to Paris, living likc a native. 
Among his I ahitian paintings ivhich crcated a sensation jn 
Paris ivcre broivn nudes in bright tropical landscapcs s UC h as 
Pape etc. Tahiti. The I Chitc Horsc, Where Do IIV Come From? 
and -U"ori I rnus. From this period carne also Thc Spirit of 
lhe Dead lt atehing, and sculpture in stone and wood. In 1803 
Gauguin returned to Tahiti and dicd on May 9 , ,903. on the 
Isle of Dommique. Hts satanic personality inspired thc novelist 
bomerset Maugham to ivrite The Moon and Sixpence. 


CLAUDE DEBUSSY 

The French composer Clande Achille Debussy ivas born at 
t. Germain on August 22. 1862. Likc many other musicians 
Oi his country. he s, u died at the Paris Conservatory and com- 


peted for the Granel Prix dc Rome, whicli hc won with a 
cantata. VEnfant prodigue. His symphonic suite. Printemps, 
and La Damoisclle Élue, a work inspired by Dante Gabriel 
Rossetti s The Blcsscd Damozel , wcre botli submitted in the 
competition, but wcre so highiy individual in cliaractcr that 
the judges took exception to thein. After having passed some 
ycars in Italy, Dcbussy made a visit to Ru>-ia. where he 
absorbed much native music, cspeciallv that of Modest Mous- 
sorgsky. 

Debussy gained recognition slowly. but in 1893 the National 
Society of Music first performed La Damoisclle Êluc, and the 
following year Prclude à Paprcs-tnidi d'un faune The Aftcr- 
noon of a Faun), onc of his most popular works. His only 
opera. Pelleas et Mélisande , was produced in 1902, but not 
understood; it, too, has come imo its own. Debussy also com* 
posed songs and nocturnes and made importam contributions 
to piano literature. Ile dicd at Paris on March 2Ò r 1918. His 
music is fragile and clusive, like impressionist painting. and 
it is believed that hc took the name "nocturne’' from the 
American artist Whistler. 


AUGUSTE RODIX 

The French sculptor Augusto Rodin was born in Paris in 
1840. The first indication of the originality that characterizes 
his work was shown in 1864 in his statue The Man ivith a 
Broken A ose. From 1871 to 1877 Rodin workcd in Brussels 
for the Belgian artist Van Rasbourg. In 188■> he began the 
powerful Portal of Hell, most elabo'rate of all his works, in¬ 
spired b\ the Italian poet Dante s epic, The Diiine Comedy. 

At the Exposition in Paris in 1900 the citv reluctantly 
financed the erection of a building outside the entrance gates 
in which Rodin showed many of his works, hxdudmg The 
Burghers of Calais and Portal of Hell, still quite incompleto. 
Rodin’s best known etching is a portrait of the French writer 
Victor Hugo. Other outstanding works are The Age of Bronze, 
The Kiss, exhibited for the first time in 1898: and the Hand 
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of God, shown in London in 1905. In 1904 Rodin succeeded 
tlic American artist James Whistlcr as president of the Inter¬ 
national Society of Sculptors, Painters and Engravers. He died 
on Novembcr 17, 1917, recognizcd at last after years of hatrcd, 
“so kecn a hatc,” lie said, “that if Paris had been Italy in the 
time of the Borgias, I should have been poisoned.” Rodin 
rnade the most of every expression, every fleeting thought of 
humanity. His surfaces vibratc. 


THOMAS ALVA EDISON 

In the history of applied scicncc, Thomas Alva Edison stands 
alone. One thousand two hundred patents are credited to him, 
and a Congressional committcc oncc placed the value of his 
inventions at $15,599,000. He was a man of tremendous cnergy 
and phcnomenal inind, but his terse explanation of his success 
was: “Two per cent inspiration and nincty-cight per ccnt 
perspiration.” 

Tlic inventor was born in Milan, Ohio, on February 11, 1847, 
and passed part of his bricf boyhood in Port Huron, Michigan. 
Whcn he was twclvc hc was working as a trainboy. Thrce years 
latcr, as a sideline, hc was publishing a small ncwspapcr The 
Grand Trunk Iícrald for the railroad cmployccs. Hc was six- 
tccn whcn, as a rcward for rcscuing from drowning the son 
of a railroad station agent, he was laught tclegraphy. IIc be- 
came a capablc operator but, after transferring to this line of 
work, his fondncss for rcading and experiment causcd the loss 
of each job he hcld. In 1864 hc invented an automatic tclc- 
graph repeater. Eive years latcr he sold four patents for $40,000 
which hc used to set up a laboratory in Ncwark, N. J. In 1876, 
after having been engaged for scveral years in the manufacture 
of produets of Iiis crcation, ill health foreed him to “retire” 
to Menlo Park, N. J., where, thenccforward, he confined him- 
self to investigation and invention. 

Edison s inventions included a typcwritcr, the phonograph, 
the incandcscent lamp, a proccss for making platc glass, a mo- 
tion picture camera and a receiving apparatus for radio sets. 



His discovcry of thc “Edison EíR-ct” madc possiblc thc modero 
clcctionic tubc which, in its inyrijd fornis, underlies radio 
broadcasting, thc long distance telcphonc, sountl pi, turey 
tclcvision, thc clcctric eyc. X ray and many other dcvelop- 
inents. During liis last ycars hc expcrimenlcd with thc pro- 
duction of synthctic rubbcr, paiciiiing in uyp» a pro.C' s f,,i 
cxtracting that commodity fr.cn goldcnrod. Twice niarricd. 
Edison was the fathcr of six children, ono of whoin, Charles, 
becamc govcrnor of thc State of New Jersov. The inventor died 
m West Orange, N. J., on Octobcr iíi, 1,131. 


THEODORE ROOSEVEET 

In thc colorful life of Thcodorc Rooscvclt, twcnty-sixth 
Presidem of thc United States, no other event nas more 
dramatic tlian his chargc up San Joan Ilill. In titis cliarge in 
"ba during the Spanish-Amcrican War, Rooscvclt I, d thc 
Rough Riders,” a cavalry reginient of cowbovs. humers, In- 
dians, and athlctcs froni all mor thc eountry. Their fainc stvcpl 
the nation, and when Rooscvclt returned to thc United States 
he was the man of the hour. 

Rooscvclt was born in New York City on Octobcr 27, 1878. 
Hc was a delicatc child, but ovcrcamc his physica! wcakness 
through vigorous cxercisc and fighting determination. Ile was 
an ar ent reader of James Fcnimore Coopcr’s Lcathcrstockine 
Tales and other books of all kinds, and imcnsely interested in 
Science. After he graduatcd from Harvard in 1880, hc wrote 
The Naval Uistory of , 8 ,a, a book that is still regarded as an 
au honty Rooscvclt wrote many other books, one of thc mos, 
notable of which was IVinning „/ lhe Thc voul , çcst lna „ 

m the New Wk Assembly in ,88,. hc becamc' thc minority 
cader and embarked upon a campaign of reform. Whcn his 
legislative carccr closcd, Rooscvclt went out West to a caule 
ranch. He returned in two years to run for mavor of New 
York, and although he was not elected, he continued in polities 
as a member of the United States Civil Service Commission, 
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President of the New York Police Board, and Assistant Sec- 
retary of the Navy. 

After the Spanish-American War Roosevelt was ready for 
his next public office, the governorship of New York. He defied 
both political machines. On March 4, 1901, he was inaugurated 
as Vice-Prcsidcnt of the United States, and when McKinley 
was assassinatcd the following September, Roosevelt stepped 
into the prcsidency. He was re-clected in 1904. Among the 
many achievemcnts of his administration were: the Panama 
Canal, the conscrvation of natural resources, and arranging 
a peacc between Rússia and Japan in 1905, for which he re- 
ceived the Nobel prize. His home life was unusually happy 
and his pcrsonal example an inspiration to youth. Three weeks 
after lcaving the prcsidency, Roosevelt went on a year’s hunt- 
ing trip to África. He returned by way of Europc, where he 
was cverywherc wermly received. He ran for the presidency 
again in 1912 as candidate of the Progressive Party. He made 
a trip to South America in 1913 exploring an unknown river, 
later named the Rio Téodoro. Roosevelt died on January 6, 
10:0. 


ROBERT EDWIN PEARY 

Robcrt Edwin Pcary, American Arctic explorcr, made lais 
fu st trip to the North in 1886. In 1891-92 he served as chief 
of the Arctic expedition of the Academy of Natural Sciences 
of Philadelphia. On this trip he made a most remarkablc polar 
sledge journcy, traversing Greenland from McCormick Bay 
to Independence Bay, a distance of 1,300 miles. Later journeys 
to Greenland were followed in 1898—1902 by his most im¬ 
portam expedition in search of the North Pole. Although he 
gained much useful information, including a conclusive de- 
termination of Greenland's northern limits, he was forced to 
abandon his attempt to rcach the pole. 

In 1906 Peary carne within 203 miles of his goal, and on 
April 6, 1909, he succceded in reaching it. His achievement 
was recognized with honors throughout the world. He received 
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the thanks of Congrcss, a dcgrcc of Doctor of Latvs from the 
University of Edinburch as tvell as gold mcdal» from many 
leamed socicties, and he tvas madc a rcar admira], Pcary was 
bom on May 6, 185b, and dicd on Fcbruary 20, 1920. 


WILLIAM JEXXIXGS BRYAX T 


At the national convcmion of thc Democratic Party in July 
of 1896 the colorful American statcsman William Jennings 
Bryan gained unchallençcd mastery ovcr thc party by his 
oration tvhich cnded tvith ilie well knotvn tvords: "You shall 
not press dotvn opon the brote of labor titis crotvn of thoms— 
you shall not crucify mankind upon a cross of gold." Durinç 
his Service in Congress Bryan prcviously had established his 


reputation as an oraior and as an advocate of “free sil\cr'*_ 

that is, frec and unlimited coinagc of silver at thc ratio of 
sixteen ounccs of silver to onc ouncc of gold. Bryan was nomi- 
nated as prcsidential candidate, but he was defeated by WiU 
liam McKinley. Xonc of his subsequent attcmpts to obtain 
the presidency was successful. 

President Woodrow A\ ilson appointed Bryan as Sccretary of 
btate in 1913; Bryan resigned this position in 1915. He was 
a leader in the prohibition movement. A defender of old- 
as ioncd religious beliefs and of a literal interpretation of thc 
1 le, his last public appearance tvas at the trial of a Ten- 
nessee sc 00 teacher charged witli tcaching evolution. Brvan 
ttas bom on March 9, ,86o; and died on July 26, ,925. ‘ 


HENRY FORD 


r°fd^ begart his c.tiecr as an American automobile 
manufacturer ,n i8qt. H.s first successful machine tvas com- 

Tb I r J3 ,, a w l ° P " a,ed Ín De,r0it until « "as sold in 
i» 95 - 1 he Ford Motor Company tvas organized on June 16 
1903, and the first car built by the company tvas sold on Julv 
33. Uurmg that year 1,708 automobiles tvere built and sold. 
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In 1941 thc company’s valuation was placed at $718,660,357. 

Hcnry Ford was born in Wayne County, Michigan, on July 
30, 1863. At the age of twelve he was spending most of his 
time in a small machine shop, constructing a steam engine 
wlien he was íiftecn. In later life his hobbies includcd farming 
and conscrvation of wild life. Among his other interests were 
the support of thc Hcnry Ford Hospital in Detroit, the restora- 
tion of thc Waysidc Inn made famous by Hcnry Wadsworth 
Longfellow, thc construction of an carly American village 
named Grcenficld and the founding of the Edison Institute 
with its extensive collcction of early Americana. Ford died on 
April 7, 1947, at Dcarborn, Michigan. 


RUDYARD KIPLING 

Rudyard Kipling, English poct, novelist and story writer, 
was born in Bombay, índia, on Dccembcr 30, 1865, and lived 
therc long enough as a child to absorb a Iifclong interest in 
things Indian beforc his parents sent him back to England to 
school. His first ycars in England were passed in a child’s 
torment, as hc was placed in the care of a woman who made 
bcatings and cruclty thc order of his days. He found refuge 
in books, rcading voraciously, but this haven was almost takcn 
from him by failing cycsight. Ilis mother, rcturning from 
índia, found him half-blind and wholly cowcd. Aftcr a period 
of recupcration hc was sent to a school where intclligent and 
understanding tcachers gave him thc run of the world of 
letters and helped shape his own abilities in that world. One 
of his later books, Stalky and Co., tclls thc lightcr side of his 
ycars therc, which ended with his return to índia to work on 
the Civil and Military Gazctte in Lahorc. Ilerc his ncwspaper 
work added to his knowlcdgc of índia and he began his stories 
about it. His Plain Tales frotn thc Hills were started in 1885 
to serve as fillcr for the ncwspaper whcn news was scarcc. 
Thc next ycar he published Departmental Ditties , his first 
book of poctry. Soon afterward hc was transferred to the Allah- 
abad Pioneer, parent paper of thc Gazctte. 
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that symptoms of mental illrjcss appcared, becoming increas- 
ingly acutc during the years before his death on January 23, 
iqo8. MacDowclFs impressive list of compositions includes 
orchestral and piano sketches, concertos, piano sonatas and 
symphonic pocms. 


JOHN PHILIP SOL T SA 

It has becn said that John Philip Sousa, bandmaster and 
composer, was to the march what Johann Strauss was to the 
waltz. He wrote more than one hundred marches, including 
The Washington Post Mareh, Scmpcr Fidelis and Stars and 
Stripes Forcvcr , which made $300,000 for its composer. On 
Septcmbcr 30. 1880. Sousa began his conductorship of the 
United States Marinc Band. He held this position for twelve 
years and brought fame both to himsclf and the band. Sousa's 
own band, organized in 1892, playcd at the Chicago Exposi- 
tion in 1893, toured the United States, visited Europe four 
times, and in 1910-12 made a trip around the world. 

In addition to his marches Sousa composed comic operas, 
waltzes, overtures and suites, and he wrote three novels. He 
was an exccllcnt horseinan and trapshooter and was one of the 
fcw men to serve in three branchcs of the military forces. Sousa 
was boni in Washington. D. C., on November 6, 1854, a nd 
died at Reading, Pennsylvania, on March 6, 1932. His body 
lay in State in Washington and was thcn buried in the Con- 
gressional Cemetery. 


VICTOR HERBERT 

Victor Herbcrt’s career as a light opera composer began on 
November 20, 1894, "’ith the production of Prince Ananias. 
This was preceded by experience as a cellist in such organiza- 
tions as the Metropolitan Opera Housc and the New York 
Philharmonic orchestras. Herbert also had conducted the Pitts- 
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burgh Symphony Orchestra and an orchestra of his own in New 
York. He was bom in Dublin, Ircland, on February i, 1859, 
and received his early musical training in Eurooe. He carne to 
America in 1886. 

Herbert was nevei satisficd by his writing uf light opera, 
although during thc twciity years following his initial , u ccess 
he "rote more íhan a dozen highls successtul produetions, in- 
cluding such favorites as Fortune Tellcr 1808 . Babei ir Toy- 
land (1903), MUe. Modistc 1903 , Xaughr, ,1/jm !!a IlH o'), 
and Sweethearts (1913). His ambition to become a grand 
opera composer was realized in Xatorna, on an Indian theme. 
The music for some of thc Ziegfeld Eollies was written by 
Herbert and he composed thc score for the photoplay The 
Birth of a Nation. He dicd on May 26, 1924. 


GIACOMO PUCCINI 

Giacomo Puccini is ranked by most crities as the greatest 
Italian operatic composer since \'crdi. Puccini was born in 
1858. His mother placed him in a school of music, although he 
showed no talent or interest in it, and a patient tcachcr arouscd 
his latent genius. 

The idea of writing an opera occurred to Puccini when he 
heard a performance of VerdEs .lida. His first attempts uere 
only moderately succcssful, but his third, Síanon Lcscaut, was 
ímmensely popular. This was followed bv La Bohèwe which 
was even more successful. With Madarne BuUerfl, he scored his 
greatest tr.umph, although it was hissed at its f.rst performance. 
La Tosca was a distmct disappointment at first, but is often 
sung today A purely American opera, The Giri of the Golden 
M crí, wh.ch he was commissioned to write bv the Metropolitan 
Opera House, has not maintained its original popularitv In 
addttion to his operas, Puccini composed othcr music includ- 
mg cantatas. One of these was written in 1919 to celebrate the 
a ; 572nd anmversary of thc founding of Rome. Puccini dicd on 
JNovember 29, 1924. 
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ARTURO TOSCANINI 


Arturo Toscanini, thc greatcst orchestral conductor of his 
time, was born at Parma, Italy, on March 25, 1867. He 
entered the Parma conscrvatory and in 1884 conducted one of 
his own works. His main studies were piano and ccllo, with 
liigh honors in composition. When only nineteen Toscanini 
made his ofíicial debut in Rio dc Janeiro, conducting the opera 
Aida. He devoted forty years chiefly to opera, thirty years at 
La Scala, Milan, and seven with the Metropolitan Opera 
Company in New York. Since 1929 he has given his energies to 
concerts, music festivais and radio performances. He directs 
all his programs from memory. 

Toscanini rcceived wide acclaim in 1930 when he took the 
New York Philharmonic orchestra on a triumphal tour of 
Europc. IIc rcceived the 1937 American Hebrcw Medal for 
promoting better understanding between Christians and Jews. 
In 1940-41 he tourcd South America, and the next year he led 
an all-American program in New York, featuring George 
GershwiiPs Rhapsody in Blue. Toscanini, who makes his home 
in New York, has an extraordinary hold upon the affcction of 
the American musical public. 


LUTH ER BURBANK 

The American naturalist, author and plant originator, Luther 
Burbank, has been cal led the wizard of horticulture. He was 
interested chicfly in devcloping new typcs of fruits, flowers 
and vegetables for mankind rather than for science. Burbank, 
born in Massachusctts on March 7, 1849, was thc son of a 
farmer. He learncd wood turning and pattern making, but 
finding these occupations too confining for one who loved the 
outdoors, he bought a farm and began his experiments. He 
developed the Burbank potato, one of the best known of his 
vegetable inventions,” in 1873. Two years later he moved to 
Califórnia, where he remained until his death on April 11, 
1926. 



One of Burbank’s most cxtcnsivc lincs of work was w ith 
primes and plums, of wliicli hc introduccd no less ihan sixty 
varieties. Among his oihcr dcvclopments were tcn ncw tvpes of 
berries, several vcgctables and many Honor varieties, ineluding 
roses, poppics, lilies, gladioli and thc Shasta daisy. At ono 
time in his gardcn therc werc 80,000 lilies in bloom valued at 
$250,000. No horticulturist ever worked on so vast a scale or in 
such a scicntific nianncr. 


ALFRED NOBEL 

Alfred Bcrnhard Nobcl, Swcdish inventor of dynainite, pro- 
vided in his will for thc annual award of fivc pri/es, onc of 
which was to go to the pcison doing thc most to promote peace. 
Nobel was born in Stockholm on October 21, 1833, was edu- 
cated at Saint Petersburg, Rússia, and trained in inechanical 
enginecring in the United States. He devoted his energies to 
thc study of explosivos and cspecially to nitroglyterinc, the 
* use of which had resultcd in so many accidents that it had 
been almost discarded. He took out a patent for dynainite in 
1862. Thc total number of his inventions reported filed in 
Great Britain was 129. 

From the manufacture of dynainite and othcr explosivos and 
from the exploitation of thc Baku oil fields, Nobel amassed a 
fortunc. Hc asserted in 1875 that he controlled fiftcen dynamite 
• 4 É 5 faclories, including several in America. During his Iatter ycars 
he worked at a laboratory in San Remo ncar Nice, France. Hc 
died there on Decembcr 10, 1896, leaving thc bulk of his 
fortune in trust for the Nobcl prizes. 


WILBUR and ORVILLE WRIGHT 

A simple toy, which an Ohio father carricd home to his two 
sons onc day in 1878, led to the invention of one of thc world’s 
most revolutionary vehicles—the airplane—by Wilbur and 
Orville Wright. 
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Wilbur and Orville passed their spare time building toy 
íking machines for a while, but were forced to earn a living. 
So they turned to the manufacture of bicycles, achieving no 
grcat success. Otto Lilienthal's death in his flying machine in 
1896 made a dccp impression upon the brothers, and they 
began the study of acronautics seriously. Their first test flight, 
with a plane controlled from the ground by cords, was made 
at Kitty Hawk, North Carolina, in 1900. Results were en- 
couraging, but Wilbur and Orville saw the need for more 
experimentation. Evcrybody was smiling at the Wright boys. 
They were callcd visionaries and cranks. 

Then carne the great day of December 17, 1903, at Kitty 
Hawk. \\ ilbur Wright*s flight lasted only twelvc seconds, but it 
was the first time in history that a machine carrying a man had 
lcft the ground of its own power, described a circle in the air 
and descended safcly to earth. A year later the brothers made 
a flight of twclve milcs at a height of a hundred fect. They 
ofFered their invention to the government, but reccived no 
reply. Again they wrote to Washington. This time a curt refusal 
said the government had no time to send a board to Ohio to • 
investigatc the claims of a “couple of cranks.” On Scptember 
9, 1908, Orville broke all records by staying in the air for 
fifty-seven minutes, and the same day lie made another flight 
taking a passenger. Wilbur created a sensation in New York 
"hen hc flew from Govcrnor’s Island up the Iludson River to 
Grant s Tomb and back. These carly flights were immediately 
rccognized as opening the way for vast developmcnts in the ü 
íield of aviation. The many tcchnical and mechanical improve- 
ments in the design and operation of airplanes have evolved 
gradually since those epoch-making flights. 

President Taft presented gold medals, on behalf of the Acro 
Club of America, to Wilbur and Orville Wright on June 10, 
I 9 ° 9 * the White House. Referring to their achievemcnts, Taft 
said, Many great discoveries have come by accident . . . , 
but you planned what you wish to find, and then you worked 
over.it until you found it.” In 1942 the Smithsonian Institution 
at \\ ashington recanted from its previous position, that Samuel 
P. Langley, American astronomer and physicist, had made the 
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first airplanc flight, and gavc full crcdit to tlic Wright brotheis. 
Accordingly, in his will, thc surviving brothcr, Orville, prc- 
sented the Kitty Hawk plane to thc Smithsonian Institution. 

ANilbur AN ríght was bom ncar Millville, Indiana, on Ap::l 
16, 1867, an d died at Dayton, Ohio, on May 30, 1012. Orvilh* 
Wright was born at the Iattcr eity on August 9, 1871, and d:V<! 
at Dayton on January 30, 19^8. 


GUGLIELMO MARCONI 

Experiments alrcady had bccn madc with clcctromagnctic 
waves, but the Italian inventor Gugliclino Marconi put wirek'? 
telcgraphy on a commercial basis when hc devised a practical 
System for using these waves as a tncans of communication. In 
*895 hc established wireless communication over distancc' cf 
more than a mile. From that year on thc history of Marconi*? 
work shows one advancc after another, each of which inarktd 
a new and greater use for his invention. 

On June 2, 1896. Marconi took out in England the tirst 
patent ever granted for wireless telcgraphy based on the use 
of electric waves. Thc following year from a station ercctcd at 
Spezia, Italy, he communicatcd with a submarine twelvc miles 
at sea. In 1898 wireless telcgraphy was used for the fir<t time 
as a means of contact bctwccn lightships and the shore. On 
March 3, 1899, its success as a life-saving dcvice was demon- 
strated. A year later communication was established across the 
English channel and in the same year wireless was employcd in 
naval mancuvcrs. The first niilitary use of wireless was during 
the South African war. 

On December 12, 1901, on his first attempt, Marconi sent 
and reccived signals across thc Atlantic from Poldhu in Corn- 
wall to St. John s in Xcwfoundland. A year later the American 
lincr Philadclphia reccived messages up to a distance of 700 
miles in the daytime and 2,000 miles at night, proving that 
wireless messages can bc reccived over greater distanccs at 
night. In 1910 wireless tclegrams were sent 6,000 miles and 
on Septembcr 22, 1918, wireless contact between England and 
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Australia was first established. Marconi began experimenting 
with short waves in 1916. 

In 1909 Marconi won the Nobel prize for physics, the Albert 
Medal of the Royal Society and, in the United States, the 
Franklin and John Fritz Medals. In the same year he was 
nominatcd by the King of Italy to bc a member of the Italian 
senate. After World War I, during which he served in the 
Italian army and navy, Marconi attended peace conferenccs in 
London and Paris. He was made a Marchese in 1929, and in 
*931 upon the completion of a radio station in the Vatican, he 
was made a member of the Vatican Academy. Marconi was 
born at Bologna on April 25, 1874, and dicd at Rome on July 
20, 1937. 


WOODROW WILSON 

Thomas Woodrow Wilson, twenty-eighth Prcsident of the 
United States, was the son of a Presbytcrian minister. He was 
born on Decembcr 28, 1856, in Staunton, Va. After being 
graduated from Princcton and completing post-graduate studies 
at Virgínia and Johns Hopkins universities, he marricd Ellen 
Louise Axson who became the mother of his three daughtcrs. 
Shc dicd in 1914 and a year later he marricd Mrs. Edith 
Bolling Galt who survived him. 

His carecr in public ofTice began in 1910 wlien he resigned 
the presidency of Princcton University, which he had hcld for 
eight ycars, to accept the govemorship of New Jcrsey. A 
Democrat, his progressive record of achievcment in that ofFicc 
won for him the Democratic nomination for the presidency in 
1912. Fie appointed Franklin D. Roosevelt as Assistant Sccre- 
tary of the Navy. As president, he actively intervencd in legis- 
lative matters, successfully pressing such projects as the estab- 
lishment of the Federal Reserve System and the creation of the 
Federal Trade Commission. 

Wilson’s policy of ncutrality, after war broke out in Europe, 
drew criticism from both interventionists and pacifists and it 
was by a slim margin that he was rc-elcctcd in 1916. When he 
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found that war could no longcr be avmded, he resolved to 
prosccutc it with inaximuin cíliricncy. Tlicrcaftcr liis policy oí 
centralizing authority and frccing tlic military fr*»m poliuVal 
intcrfcrencc was largcly rcsponsible for thc swift dcvcíopmcnt 
of thc nation’s armcd forces. 

On January 8, 1918, Wilson had enunciaicd bis **F«»urtcen 
Points” which wcrc to bc thc basis for pcace. Whcn thc lighting 
ccascd, he twicc journeycd to Europc to parlicipatc in thc 
treaty ncgotiations. On his sccond rcturn, against thc advicc of 
physicians, hc undcrtook a tour of thc country to cnlist support 
for American membership in thc Lcaguc of Nations which hc 
had bccn onc of thc first to advocatc. It was in thc middlc of 
this trip that hc suffcrcd a collapsc that Icft him an invalid 
until his death on Fcbruary 3, 1924. 

JOHN JOSEPH PERSHING 

On May 18, 1917, soon after thc United States entered 
World War I, John Joseph Perdi ing was appointcd to com- 
mand thc American forces that wcrc to bc sent to Europc. In 
Octobcr of that ycar thc United States revived thc ranks of 
general and licutcnant general (in order to placc American 
commanders in Europc on a levei with AIlicd eommanders), 
and Pershing was made a full general, thc fourth American 
soldicr since George Washington to hold that rank. Pershing 
arrived in Francc on Junc 13, 1917, and at thc crucial time, in 
the name of fhe Presidem and peoplc of thc United States, 
placcd his army at thc Services of General Ferdinand Foch. 
Among the numerous forcign decorations Pershing reccived are 
the Grand Cross of the Legion of Honor, conferred upon him 
on August 3, 1918, by thc French governmcnt, and thc Frendi 
Croix de Guerre. IIc also reccived thc American Distinguished 
Service Mcdal and thc Victory Medal. In 1919 hc was con- 
firmed by the Senate as “General of the Arrnies of the United 
States.” Two ycars later hc became chicf of stalí and in 1924 
he was automatically retired. 

Pershing, born on September 13, 1860, was graduatcd from 
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the United States Military Academy at West Point as seriíor 
cadet Captain (the Academy’s highest honor) and president 
of his class. His first Service was against the Apache Indians of 
New México and Arizona, whcre he learned military tactics 
that were to stand him in good stcad in his latcr campaigns in 
the Philippines and México. For more than four ycars Pershing 
was engaged in military operations in the Philippines against 
the Moros, a fierce tribe of Mohammedans who had.success- 
fully resisted the Spaniards for more than 300 years. Pershing’s 
achicvemcnt of not only subjugating them, but also winning 
thcir friendship, attractcd favorable attention in military 
circlcs and on September 20, 1906, Pershing, then a captain, 
was promoted to the rank of brigadicr general over the heads 
of 862 ofiicers who outranked him in scrvice. In 1913 he com- 
manded a punitivc expcdition launchcd against the Mexican 
bandit, Francisco Yilla. Whilc he was engaged on this work 
his wife and three children were burncd to dcath in a hre in 
San Francisco. Only his son. a boy of fivc, was rescued. 

In 192G Pershing wcnt to South America as chairman of the 
Tacna-Arica plebiscite commission and later scrved as chair¬ 
man of the American Monumcnts Commission in France. His 
book My Expericnccs in the World War appcarcd in 1931. 
General Per>hing died in Washington, D. C., on July 15, 1948. 


DAYID LLOYD GEORGE 

The youth of David Lloyd Gcorgc, British statesman, was 
passed in AN ales under conditions of scvere simplicity and near 
poverty. He oncc said that onc of his greatest luxuries as a 
child was half an egg on Sunday mornings. After he bccame a 
solicitor, he was too poor to buy his robes until he had a few 
cases. 

Lloyd George entered Parliamcnt as a Liberal in 1888. He 
began his rise to famc during the South African War, when he 
becamc the leader of the “pro-Boer” group. When World War 
I broke out, at which time he was chancellor of the exchequer, 
many cxpected him to resign bccausc of his pacifist tendencies. 
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On the contrai*)' hc championed strong rnilítary aclion: and by 
1916, after having hcld several othcr important posts. hc be- 
camc prime ministcr, which position hc hcld until 1922. Hc 
H*as one of thc prominent mcmbcrs of the Peace Coníercncc in 
1919. He publishcd War Memoirs in 1933-36 and The T r uth 
about the Peacc Treaty in 1958. IJoyd George was born in 
1863. and died on March 26, 194-,, ac hi> r-t.ue in Xorth Wales. 

GEORGES CL EM ENC E AL 

The French statcsman and editor Georges Fugène Bcnjamin 
Clemenccau, whosc sobriquet uas “ l he Tiger." \va> thrown 
into jail at the age of twcnty for shouting “Vive la Repub¬ 
lique!*' in Paris during an Imperial cclcbration. I rom 186;, to 
1870 Clemenccau lived, almost in exile, in America, wherc he 
leained English, travcled, studied American policies and taughc 
French and litcraturc at a young ladies’ seminary. After his 
return to France he entered politics and gradually becaine 
known as a radical leader who stood for the ideais of the 
French Revolution. 

CIemenceau's powcr, greatly strcngthened by liis journaliscic 
activities, was brokcn in 1893 by suspicions of his complicity in 
scandals rclating to thc Panama Canal. For nine years he had 
no govcrnmental conncctions, but he did return to journalism. 
It was in his ncwspapcr, devoted to proving the innoccncc of 
Alfred Dreyfus, that Émile Zola publishcd *’ J’accuse." Clemen- 
ceau himsclf also wrote. IIc was premier from 1906 to 1909 
and again in 1917. After World War I he was made Permanent 
Chairman of the Peacc Confercnce at Paris. He was born on 
September 28, 1841, and died on November 24, 1929. His cofhn 
was placed upright; in his will he said: “Even in death I wish 
to remain standing.” 


NIKOLAI LENIN 

Nikolai Lenin was the pscudonym of Yladimir Ilich Ulianov, 
the outstanding figure of the Russian Revolution. Lenin was 
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born on April io, 1870, of a middle-class family. His work in 
school won praise, and there seemed to be the possibility of a 
brilliant career for him. But his chances were destroyed when 
his eldcr brother was hanged in 1887 as a revolutionist, after 
vvhich the family joincd the underground opposition to the 
czars regime. Lenin was expelied from the University of Kazan 
as a radical and prevcnted from cnrolling in any other until 
1891, when he bccame a law studcnt at the University of St. 
Petcrsburg. He developed imo an expert in the field of Marxian 
theory as wcll as law, and his activitics forccd him into hiding 
once more. In 1895 Switzerland hc mct revolutionary leaders 
who returned him to Rússia to cdit a workers* paper. This 
nettcd him threc years of Sibcrian exile, during which he 
studied, wrotc political tracts, and kcpt in touch with his 
comrades who were forming the Social Democratic Party. 
Lenin had marricd while in St. Petcrsburg, and for the next 
seventcen years he and his wife livcd simply in Russian colonies 
abroad. He workcd for the party as one of the editors of a ncw 
paper, The Spark. 

The party was wcakcned by a split in 1903 that lessened its 
strength in the revolution of 1905. This uprising failed, and 
during the ensuing years Lenin worked rebuilding the organi- 
zation. When the czar was ovcrthrown in 1917 Lenin was in 
Zurich, Switzerland. The Gcrmans permitted him to cross their 
country on his way home. His arrival in St. Petcrsburg, on April 
3, where he rcceived a tremendous ovation, was a decisivc 
event. He callcd upon his followers not to support the group 
that had overthrown the czar because they were compromisers 
who would continue the capitalist system. “The Bolsheviks can 
and must take power into their hands,” he declared. In six 
months he achievcd full control, and ordered an end to Russia’s 
part in the war. In 1921 Lenin decreed The New Economic 
Policy, his last contribution to the organization of Soviet 
Rússia. At the end of that ycar he suíTcred a stroke of paralysis 
and dicd on January 21, 1924. His body was mummified and 
put in a mausolcum on Red Square. 
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SUN YAT-SKN 


The lccturcs of Dr. Sun Yat-sen, the father oi the Uliinesc 
Revolution, take tlie placc of lhe savines uf Imnfuciiis uiih 
modern Chincsc youth, and a pnrt of l)r. Sun < \\ i 11 in which 
he pleads for the cau^e to which lie dedicated Li> hf. i >tudied 
by the Chincsc school childmi mu. h .i> l’i «. -:d« nt l.in< <-ln‘s 
Gettysburg Addrcss is rcad by American <.hildi«n. Dr. Sun 
was bom in 18G6, in a sinall village in southeavtem ( liina. Mis 
parents wcrc peasants; his home was a nnul hut: and frequently 
there werc ncithcr sliocs lo wcar n.»r riee to eat. I lo was 
brought up as a Christian and probably learned revolutionary 
ideas from his unclc. In Honolulu he learned English and was 
graduatcd with a good rccord from higli school. l he lirst 
gracluatc of a Hong Kong medicai school. he had the respcct of 
his teachers for his ability and a reputation as a radical. 

Dr. Sun’s cause was to win freedom for China and see her 
#rank as an cqual with the worId’s great nations. Mie lirst step 
in the proccss was the ovcrthrow of the Mancliu dvnasty. Dr. 
Sun and some othcr young conspirators, who took as their 
motto “Divinc Right does not last forever,*' phumed an up- 
rising in Canton that ended in the execution of some of the 
group. Dr. Sun cscapcd over the wall in a basket. He wcjit to 
Japan, to Honolulu and then to the United States and finally 
to Europe. In 1898 whcn he returncd to Japan, hc had only 100 
follo\\'crs among 10,000 Chinese there. In 1900 another up- 
rising failed, but latcr the revoluntionary cause niatle progress. 
Chiang Kai-shek, who was to bccomc China’s generalíssimo, 
met Dr. Sun in Japan in 1909. 

Py 1911 the leaders had control of a fcw provinces, and Dr. 
Sun was made provisional president of the Chincsc rcpuhlic. 
The Manchus callcd on an old soldicr and adviscr, Yuan Shih- 
kai, who cleverly played both ends against the middle. Hc 
persuaded the Manchus to abdicate and then dcstroyed all 
opposition to himself. Once more Dr. Sun bccamc a con- 
spirator. In.igi6 President Yuan dicd, and the ucxt fcw vears 
brought plots and counter-plots during which Dr. Sun was first 
in and then out of power. Finally, with Russian help, hc fonned 
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his party along Communist lines. One of his assistants was 
Chiang Kai-shek. Dr. Sun finally allowed Chinese Communists 
to enter his party, although he did not believe in the theory of 
class tvar. In 1924 lie left for Peking and died there on March 
12, 1925, lcaving Chiang to succced him as the leader of the 
Nationalists. 

GEORGE BERNARD SHAW 


Gcorgc Bernard Shaw is primarily a dramatist, but there are 
many othcr facets to his character. He is also a socialist, critic, 
philosopher, orator, and a figure about whom legend has ac- 
cumulatcd even though hc is still alive. He is famous, among 
othcr things, for his love of fun, his kecn wit, his generosity and 
his cccentricities. IIc has bcen quoted as saying that “you 
should live so that whcn you die God is in your debt.” His own 
lifc would scem to indicatc that hc not only prcaches, but also . 
tries to abide by tliat philosophy. 

As a boy Shaw, who was born in Dublin on July 26, 1856, 
acquircd an apprcciation for music and art. IIc left school at 
fiftecn to take his íirst job in the ofTice of a land agent. He ac- 
quitted himsclf admirably, but the work irked him so that he 
gave it up to make a carccr in literature in London. Howevcr, 
hc strongly objects to being callcd the greatest modern English 
dramatist, not because of modesty, but bccausc he is Irish. He 
has said of his first novel that it was “with merciless fitncss” 
callcd Immaturity and that whcn it was thrown aside even the 
micc who nibblcd on it “failed to finish it.” Those first years in 
London were fillcd with poverty and discouragemcnt; their 


outstanding event was Shaw’s convcrsion to socialism. Eventu- 
ally, howevcr, his work as a dramatic critic gained rccognition, 
and he became known as a brilliant journalist. Hc also achicved 
a reputation as a revolutionary propagandist, both as writer and 
debater. “In company with Shellcy, Wagner, and Ibsen, he 
says, ‘I was a social reformer and doctrinairc, first, last, and all 
the time.” 

Shaw’s first play was Widowcrs* IIouses, produeed in 1892. 
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Arms and thc Man had a fair succc^s in 1804. Durinc thc nex: 
ten years hc wrotc about a play a year. but he \va< not estab- 
lished in England until John Bulis Othcr Islnnd appearcd in 
1904. His succcss in America had beçun sevcral ycar* carlicr. 
A large part of Shaw‘s dramatic uork wa< donc aí ter hc 
reachcd thc age of forty, and more than half of it w.i> dom* 
when hc was past thc auc at which Shakespeare dieci. Some ol" 
hisbest plays. including Heartbrcak IIousc. Ba cl; to M> thus» luh 
and Saint Joan , wcre written after hc was more than sixtv. 
Among his otlicr tremendous succcsscs are M's. JTa >« /m V - 
fession. Candida. Man and Superman. Tlu Doctols Dil< 

Major Barbara and Pygmalion. Thc two lattcr have bcui 
made into moving pictures. Thc Nobel prize for literature wa* 
awarded to Shaw in 1926. IIc donated thc moncy to the Anulo- 
Swedish Foundation for spreading a knowlcdgc of Swedish 
literature in English-spcaking countries. This was characteristic 
of him, for he has given away much of his fortune. 


H. G. WELLS 

Herbert George Wells, English author, was born on Septem- 
ber 21, 1866. He camc from thc lower middle class, his father 
a shopkecpcr and his mother a lady s maid. Struggling con- 
stantly to better his position, he rcad whatever hc could hnd. 
Scholarships cnablcd him to aequire an education at London 
L niversity from which hc was graduated with first-class honors 
and a degree in seiencc. After tcaching biology hc took up 
journalism. 

Wells s first book was published in i8oj. He developcd thc 
seientifie romance, introducing some fact, surmise or prophecy. 
Such are Thc Time Machinc, In thc Days of the Comet, and 
The War of thc M orlds. L pon the lattcr was based an Ameri¬ 
can radio dramatization produced by thc dircctor Orson 
Welles, which in October, 1938, frightcncd thousands of li<- 
teríers who thought men from Mars had invaded the countrv. 

With Tono-Bungay Wells began a series of novels dealine 
with contemporary socicty that includcs Marriage, Joan and 
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Pctcr, The Wife of Sir lsaac Harman, and The Research 
Magnificent. Air. Britling Secs lt Through «-as a moving war 
novel. 

The work with which Wells gaincd his greatest prominence, 
the Oullinc of Uistory, has thc great scopc that its titlc implies 
and is an extraordinary combination of scholarship and popu- 
larization. Wells dicd on August 13, 1946. 


MARIE CURIE 

In 1902, íorty-fivc months after she had announccd the 
probabíc cxistcncc of radium, Maric Sklodowska Curie, m 
collaboration vvith her husband Picrrc, succeeded in isolating 
from thc mineral pitchblende a decigram of pure radium. 
Picrrc had said that lie ho|ied it would have a bcautiful coloi; 
his wish was more than realized. Radium is spontaneously 
luminous. Notes on thc progress toward their monumental 
discovery wcre written on thc margins of onc of Marie’s cook- 
books bctwccn her cestatie commcnts on the growth of their 
small daughtcr Irene. Tlieir laboratory was a smal! shed with 
practically no heat or ventilation, and the pitchblende neccs- 
sary for tlieir work had bccn bought out of their own slcnder 
incomc. 

Maric Curie was bom in Warsaw on November 7, 1867. 
After she bccamc involved in a students revolutionary organi- 
zation, she was forced to lcave the city. She wcnt to Paris, 
where she took her sciencc degrec, and in 1895 she married 
Picrrc Curie. After thc discovery of the ncw element, valuablc 
in the treatment of câncer, thc couplc passed scvcral years in 
rescarch on its properties. In 1903 they reccived thc Da\y 
Medal of thc Royal Socicty, and the Nobcl prize in physics was 
divided between them anel Henri Bccqucrcl, Frcnch scientist, 
who disclosed the radioactivo properties of uranium. 

On April 19, 1906, Professor Curie was run over by a, dray 
on thc strects of Paris and killcd. Madame Curie was asked to 
take up his work at thc Sorbonnc —lhe first time that a position 
in Frcnch higher cducation had bcen givcn to a woman. The 
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hall was packcd for her first lecturc, wliicli she bcgan at thc 
point whcre Pierrc had Icft olT. She won lhe N*..l>cl pri/e i„ 
chcmistry in 1911. On Madame Curic’s first visit 10 thc Inited 
States, Presidem VVarrcn G. Ilardins, on bclulf of tlie w,.inen 
of tlie country, prcscnted lu her a grani. ..f rudium r )„ 
sccond visit she receivcd $-,0.000 to purchase ratlinm f.use 
in the radioactivity laboratorv at Uarsuii. 

I11 K)20 Madame Curie iva, throatcned ivitli blindiies,. btit 
a series of operations saved her sighi. She ,tíll „ut uell, 
lioivever, and kneiv she should M,,p ivork. I d.uú km.w 
whether I could live ivithout the laborat..ri, she ,.,id. She 
died at Valcnce, France. in Julv of tut p 


SIGMUND FREUD 


The Austrian psychiatrist Sigmund Freud, born 011 May 6, 
1856, was the foundcr of psychoanalysis. He was intercsted at 
first m purcly scicntific rcsearch rather thun medicine. An 
essay by Johann Wolfgang von Goethe entitled Di Wuur in- 
fiuenced him to bcgin a medicai careci. He was graduated in 
medicine frorn thc Univcrsity of Vicnna in 1881 and decidcd 
to become a clinicai neurologist. A Vicnnesc physician told him 
a curious incidem concerning thc cure of symptoms of hysteria. 
The patient was hypndtizcd and persnaded to recollcct thc 


eircumstances of the origin of tliesc symptoms and to express 
t ie cmotions accompany ing them. Tiiis was the beginning of 
ivhat later becamc psychoanalysis 

Freud went to Paris in 188-/ ,o study under the neurologia 
Jean Martin Chat cot, who cncouragcd him in the revolutionarv 
procedure of trcating hysteria from a psvchologieal poim of 
v.ew. At first FreucTs work mct with thc decided tlisapproval 
of h.s colleagues. Ho attributed this and later opposition to 
the powerful rcsistance which he bclieved always operates 
against the subconscious mind. Subsequemly Freud discaided 
hypnotism as a mcans of bringing out buried mcmories and 
began to develop a metbod hc termed -frcc association." He 
bcheved that most hysteria is due to a nervous shock, emotional 
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and usually sexual in nature. The ideas connccted with thé 
situation are suppresscd and as a result find their outlet in a 
State of hysteria. Whcn the patient can be led to recalling and 
exprcssing these hidden ideas, he is on the road to recovery. 

For ten ycars Freud worked alonc in his field. Then in 1906 
he was joincd by a number of collcagues, and in 1908 the first 
International Congress for Psychoanalysis mct. Two years latcr 
an International Association was founded. In 1909 he visited 
America, whcrc the honorary degrec of Doctor of Laws was 
prcsentcd to him. On his scventicth birthday he received con- 
gratulations from scicntists all ovcr the world and was accorded 
the freedom of the city of Yienna. Freud left \ ienna for 
London in 1938, whcn the Nazis came to powcr. He continucd 
his work in England. and died there on Septcmbcr 22, 1939 * 

Among Freud s writings are Intcrprctation of Drcants, 11 it 
in Rclation to the Unconscious, Totem and Taboo, Psycho- 
pathology of Eicryday Life, and A General Introduction to 
Psychoanalysis. 


ALBERT EINSTEIN 

Albert Einstcin, onc of the gvcat inen of modern Science, was 
born on March 14, 1879, in Ulm, Germany. During his boy- 
hood in Munich he was shy, sensitive and unhappy. His harsh 
tcachers, whom he callcd “non-commissioncd officers,” con- 
sidered him stupid and tricd to llog sense into him. When they 
realized that he knew more about mathematics than any of 
them would ever know, thcy dislikcd him even more. Albert 
was also made to suffer from German anti-Scmitism, and he 
hated the militarism of the German Rcich to such an extern 
that he persuaded his father to promise him that he would 
never have to do compulsory military scrvice. In 1894 the 
family moved to Italy. Latcr Einstcin received the degree of 
Doctor of Philosophy at the University of Zurich, in Switzcr- 
land, and taught mathematics and physics at the polytcchnic 
school in Zurich. In 1900 he became examincr of patents in 
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the Berne patem Office, where, luving lx™„ e , Suiss , 
e rematncd unti! .909. In 1911 he took the rhair of phydj 
t Prague, and rcturncd to the poKtcchnic school in Zurich 
tne ncxt year. 

By 19,3 Einstein was so wdl kno«„ ,ha, a placo was made 
especially for hini tn Bcrlin as Directo,• of tho Ivaiscr-Wilhelm 

AcademvoíT tUtC ' R "'al 1’ru-oan 

Acaderny of Science and recen ed fundí to cnal.lo hitn to devote 

o her ! C H° addÍtÍ ° n to "*emb..-r J .l.ip in sevcral 

other learned socei,es and acadcmio. ,l,o universitics of 

Gcneva, Manchcster, Rostock and P, incem, .. . honor- 

Nobcl CS n rCCS T, 1,1 ,l,2 ‘ Ki "' U ln tecipicn, of a 

wn t , e- IIc ca "’e to America in t!,<- earlv thirties, and 

nn h ' e h Í W “ a ^ ay the HuIcr govcmment dcprivcd him of his 
post m Berltn. I u , 933 hc was madc p ,. ofcsso| . of nlathcnmicj . 

at the Instituto for Advanced Study at Princeton, New Jersey 

c took the oatli of Lmted States citDcnship on Octolx-r , 
I94O. * 

The work for which the famous sdentist is bostknown is his 

phy°ics° f rC atlVU> ' " hlch has Beco,no a corno,Mone of inodcni 

Although the intricados ,,f his scientific thoughts would 
secm to set Imn apart, Einstcm s wann-hearted disposition has 
won hnn the admiration and fricndship of the many who know 
ot his deep intcrcst in huntan welfare. 


henri bergson 

Henri Bcrgson was one of the most highlv esteemed of 

a™, «o,, w -d™, .•azsftz' 

matenahst mto an idealist. In 1900 hc acceoted ,hè ' r 
Philosophy at the Collège de France ‘ ° f 

and' hfehi S f bO0k t ^ W Frt * lm > Afa,,cr and Memory, 
and h.s chief work, Crcaüvc Evolulion, raised storms of specu- 
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lation. Hc claimccl that in addition to the physical brain, which 
he callcd thc analytical mind, therc is a Creative íntellect that 
is the force animating all men. Tliis he callcd the Élan Vital, 
the Vital Spark, which is a keynotc of Bergsonian philosophy. 
He also believed that time is dynamic rather than static. His 
leclurcs attractcd a large popular audience. 

In 1928 Bcrgson rcccived the Nobeí prize for literature. I11 
ig.jo, the Ilitlcr-controllcd Frcnch govemnient offercd to 
except him from thc dccrce requiring thc resignation of all 
Jewish professors. He rcjcctcd this exemption and resigned 
from thc Collègc de France. He was born on October 18, 1859, 
and died on January 4, 1941. 


GEORGE SANTAVANA 

Gcorge Santayana’s philosophy is a combination of a belief 
in 1’lato’s world of ideas, a denial of the cxistence of immor- 
tality and of God, and an admiration for the story of Christian- 
ity, which he terms a mytlv—scientifically false but poctically 
truc. Hc regrets more than anything cise that hc did not live 
in Plato s time. FIc fcels that hc would have bccn much happict 
then. Santayana was born in Madrid, Spain, in 1863, and eame 
to America as a child. Aftcr graduating from Harvard in 1886, 
hc served therc as an instruetor and, from 1889 to 1912, as 
professor of philosophy. Upon lcaving Harvard he returncd to 
Europc. Aftcr World War I, hc lived for a time in Rome and 
then wcnt to Venicc. Hc is not only a brilliant philosophcr, but 
an eloquent spcaker and a fino poct. 

Santayana published his first essay in philosophy, The Sense 
nf Beauty, in 1896. Many considcv this thc best American 
contribution to aesthctics, and hc says it is his best-sclling book 
bccausc it still sells 100 copies a ycar. His great work is The 
Life of Rcason, upon which he labored for seven ycars. His 
novel The Last Turitan appcarcd on Fcbruary 2, 103b- More 
rccently, Santayana has bcen living in Rome, producing new 
autobiographical and philosophic writings. 
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EAMON DE VALERA 

The leadíng statesman of modem Ircland. E.imon De Valera 
was born in New York in .88a: his mothcr was Irish and his 
fathcr Spamsh. Ile wcm to Ircland wl.cn l.c was verv young. 
studicd therc, and taught mathematics and lanyu.ises. Ho 
jo.ned Sinn rcin, tl.e Irish republican movemem and in k,m» 
hc took part in tl.e Eastc. Rebcllion, tl.e Irish upri.ins ,„ d j lw 
Bm.sh rulc in Ircland. De Valera was scnten.cd to de.,th. hui 
this sentencc was changcd to life imprisomnem. Ile was írced. 
howcver, in 1917. in the general amnestv of Irish politic il 
prisoncrs. 

De Valera, combining the scholarly calm of the tcachcr with 
the vigorous determination of the man of action. workcd cense- 
lessly for h.s goal—the írcedom of Ircland. Whcn the Irish 
brec State was established in 1921, he opposed it as an in¬ 
completo real.zation of Ireland’s place in the world. Graduallv 
h.s opposition party incrcased in strength. In De Valer.’, 
became Presidem of the Executivo Council. And in iq;8 j lL , 
negotiated a ncw treaty with Grcat Britai., by wl.ieh Ircland 
(except for six northcrn countics) aehievcd national ii.de- 
pcndcnce, preserving, howcver, ccrtain ties with the Briiisl, 
Commonwealth of Nations. De Valera had long favored and 
encouraged the use of the native Irish or Gaelie langua^c as 
the recognizcd equal of English; and the ncw Ireland is kjiown 
also by the Gaelie name ' Eire. ' During the Second World 
ar, Ircland, under De Valera, reinained neutral. In iqj.8 De 
bv rhe a F- Pa p y ’ un a FÍil (Soldiers of Dcstiny). was defeated 

heelmJtb b ae á V n ,' tCd Irchlnd ) P a «y. and John A. Costello 
becârnc the hend of the govcmmcnt 


JEAN SIBELIUS 

Jean S ibelius who was born at Tavastclues, Finland on 
December 8, 1865, is gcnerally considercd the founder of 
bmnish national musie. Many tales are told of the early povertv 
°f this great mus.cian, such as his having sold one of his 
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compositions for $2. But later he lived ncar Hclsmki on a 
pcnsion of 100,000 marks, the highest evcr paid to a Finnish 
Citizen with the exception of presidents. Friends reported that 
during the Russian-Finnish W’ar Sibelius was liidden and pro- 
lected ‘iike a national trcasurc.” Whcn he visited the United 
States in 1914 to conduct some of his works, he reccived the 
honorary degree of Doctor of Music from Yale University. 
In 1921 the first American performance of his Fifth Symphony 
occurred in Philadclphia. During the New York World s Fair 
in 1939 he broadeast to the United States from Finland. In 
the years which followed, admiration for his music continued 
to grow both in the United States and throughout the world. 

Much of the music of Sibelius is founded on folk melodics 
and mythology. His works include symphonies, symphonic 
poems (such as The Swan of Tuoncla and Finlandia), chorai 
and piano picccs, and a violin concerto. Among his short com¬ 
positions is the melancholy Valse Triste. 


IGOR STRAVINSKY 

The Russian composer Igor Fcdorovich Stravinsky has con- 
dueted his own works many times in the concert halls of 
Boston, New York and othcr cities. His first American tour was 
in 1923. and he later bccamc a permanent resident of this 
country. 

Stravinsky, who was born in Oranienbaum, in 1882, studicd 
piano at an early age, but until 1902 he intended to bccome a 
lawyer. In that ycar he met the composer Nikolai Rimsky- 
Korsakov, who persuaded him to takc up music. He attracted 
widespread attention with his first ballet The Fircbird, written 
for the Russian Ballet Company of Scrgei Diaghilev, with 
whom Stravinsky was closcly associated. This was followed by 
a second ballet Petrouchka, one of the greatest of theater scorcs. 
Le Sacre du Printcmps, with choreography by Vaslav Nijinsky, 
was produced in Paris on May 29, 1913. The rather dissonant 
music met with such a storm of protest from the audience that 
Diaghilev had to plead for quiet; but in more recent years, the 
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composition has had its placc in thc standard crchestral 
repertoirc. StravmskyVs later works arc abstract and hiehly 
concentrated: they include thc oratorio Ocdipus Rex and^thc 
Symphonie des Puiumrs. 


PABLO PICASSO 

• Picass0 ' thc '-'reator r.f eubism in modem art, iv.n born 

m Malaga, Spain, on Octobcr 23. 188.. He reccived some carlv 
traimng from his father but in 1903 he scttled in Paris, wherc 
he has developed his art. Picasso's early paintings werc charac- 
terized by thc influence of nineteenth century French painters- 
then camc a change to warm colors. clcar contours, and carefuí 
spacc arrangements. The fim of his cubistic pictures had a 
three-dimensional element ivhich he later abandoned to work 
simply ivith color and design in patterns which had no resem- 
ance to natural form but werc intended to convev an idea 
of hfe and reality. Later he began once more to base his pic¬ 
tures on natural forms. 

Xotable pictures which arc representative of the various 
pcriods m Picasso'* work are: Madrilènc (First period); La 
lC . '. Blue , Tu '° Acrob «ts nilh a Dog (Transition 

penod;; La ToúcUe (Rose period); Lcs Demoiscllcs d’Avi- 
gnan ,Negro period); Fruit Dish (Analytic Cubism): The 

ThreC Uusicians (Synthctic Cubism); Tivo 
Sca cd Home (Classic period); and the huge mural callcd 

Í 7 Z 7 :l? 3y (Pcri0d ° f Nc "’ p °™). Acosso has also 
and has done m T'™* and COStumes for R ~ ballets, 
tTnuinc to be a graphic work. Although com 

tmumg to be a controversial figure, Picasso has through the 
>ears gained inrreasmg recognition as one of the fofemost 
artists of the present day. ‘oiemost 


MOHANDAS k. GANDHI 


GaIdhi e ,o a h litt]e n Ín V HC CaHy 1Ífe ° f M ° handas Karamchand 
Isandfu ,0 Show that he was destined to become one of thc 
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most magnetic pcrsonalities and most compelling leadeis in 
India’s long history. He was born on October 2, 1869, at 
Porbandar, índia, the son of inerchant-class parents. He was 
reared in an arfti-British atmospherc, for his father, who had 
been premicr of severa 1 small nativo States, oncc rcbukcd a 
Biitish commissioner in public and went to jail rathcr than 
apologizc. At tliirtecn Gandhi married. At ninctecn, already a 
father, lie went 10 London to study law. Bofore departing, he 
vowed to lcad a chastc, stuic cxistencc. For three years he lived 
frugally in London on $20 a inonth and thcn rcturned to 
índia a qualified barrister, a member of the Inner Tcmple. He 
was disbarred by the Inner Teinplc in 1922 after his scntence to 
six years’ imprisonment by the Indian courts. 

Gandhi went to South África on a law case whcn he was 
twenty-thrce and staycd twenty years sccking to improve the 
status of his fellow Indians, who wcre discriminatcd against 
bccausc of their dark skins. Thcrc, under lhe influcnce of Leo 
Tolstoy, Russian novelist, and Thoreau, the American writer, 
hc developcd his philosophy of non-violent civil disobedience 
as a means toward political ends. Hc rcturned to índia m 1914, 
gave away his property, and took to wearing a loin cloth to 
symbol izc his joining the repressed millions who could aílord 
no more. Hc prcachcd political and economic freedom from 
England and urged the wiping out of religious enmities among 
Hindus and Moslems. Fie tricd to uplift the Untouchables, 
victims of a svstcm hc callcd a “rotten cxcrcscencc.” Millions 
in índia callcd him the Mahatma (great soul) and considercd 
him a god. 

Gandhi was in and out of prison most of his lifc as a 
rcsult of his activitics. He conducted many fasts or hunger 
strikcs, using the fast as a means of calling attention to a 
particular injustice. One of his fasts began on February 10, 
i c) 4 3, and ended twcnty-one days latcr. It was in protest over 
his internmcnt bchind barbed wire in the palacc of the Aga 
Khan at Poona, where hc was held by the British govcrnment 
after the outbrcak of civil disobedience following rcjcction of 
Sir StaíTord Cripps’ plan for Indian indcpendcncc. In the 
early tlays of the Sccond World War Gandlri refused to support 
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Indian participation in tlic uar un thc sidc of Grcat Brilain 
until thc British would guarantce Indian independei.cc at thc 
close of thc war. Gandhi was sniall, bald, and in his latcr years 
alraost toothlcss. On January 30, 1938, shortly after having 
concluded a fast in protest against comniunal strife bctwcen 
Hindus and Moslcms, lie was assassinated. 


HERBERT HOOVER 

Hcrbert Clark Iloovcr, Republiean, «as inauguratcd as thc 
thirty-first Prcsidcnt of thc United States on Mareh 4. 1929. 
Thc carcer which prefaced his prcsidcncy was at variunce with 
thc usual carcer of a politican. Born on August to, 1873, hc 
was the son of Quaker parents. In preparation for an enginccr- 
ing carcer hc entered thc ncwly-opcned Lcland Stanford 
University in Paio Alto, Califórnia, from which hc was 
graauated with a Bachclor of Arts degree in engineering in 
1 ® 95 - Among his fcllow students was his future wife, Miss Uou 
Henry, said to be onc of thc most brilliant woincn graduates of 
Lcland Stanford. 

By the time hc was thirty-four Iloovcr was among the most 
prominent members of the engineering profession and is rc- 
ported to have becn sevcral times a millionaire. His cxperienccs 
includcd mining projccts in Australia and in China. He was in 
China during the Boxcr Rebcllion of 1900, whcn hc rcccivcd 
his nist cxpcrience in distributing supplies to refugees. He 
achieved universal fame in this work during World War I. An 
orgamzation under Hoovcr’s dircction superintended the exo- 
dus of Americaas from Europc whcn thc war brokc out, some- 
times caring for as many as 5,000 individuais in onc day. Hc 
was thc hcad of the Commission for Rclicf in Bclçium, which 
during a four-year period fed or otherwisc carcd for 10,000,000 
pcoplc. Hoover not only gave his Services grátis in this capacitv, 
but hc also paid his own traveling expenses. After thc United 
States entered World War I, Hoover was lirst thc chainnan of 
thc food section of the Council of National Dcfcnsc and next 
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the Federal Food Administrator. Aíter thc war hc headed the 
American Relief Organization, which, between its formation 
in 1919 and its close in 1923, aided 200,000,000 persons. 
Hoovcr next servcd as the Secrctary of Commerce in the 
cabincts of both Presidem Warrcn G. Harding and President 
Calvin Coolidge. 

Hoover’s own presidential tcrm was blightcd by the eco- 
nomic depression which began in thc fali of 1929. Among his 
cfforts to relieve this situation was the formation of the Recon- 
struction Finance Corporation. In 1932, Hoover was defeated 
for re-election by Franklin Delano Roosevelt. In the following 
years Hoover headed various organizations for the relief of 
war-stricken populations. More recently he has worked with a 
committce on the reorganization of the executive branch of the 
Federal Government. 


WILL ROGERS 

Will Rogers, lariat-twirling American humorist, was almost 
everything elsc beforc hc scttled down to his career as a 
philosophic jcster. Hc was a cowboy. circus performer, actor, 
lecturcr and writer. He starred in vaudevillc, on the stage, and 
in motion pictures after thcy becamc audible. Will Rogers was 
bom at Oolagah. Oklahoma, in Indian Territory, on Novem- 
bcr 4. 1870, but hc called Claremorc, Oklahoma, his home 
town. He had some Indian blood. which explains his famous 
remark that when thc Mayflon,(r carne over from England his 
ancestors “met the boat." Rogers twitted politicians im- 
mercifully and joked with presidents and kings. He was a 
favorite character with the public bccause of his knack of 
translating into trcnchant phrases the thoughts of “average * 
Americans. 

One of America's foremost comedians, Will Rogers was also 
a leading booster of air travei. He flew about 500,000 miles 
during the last seven years of his life. He was killed with W iley 
Post, American aviator. when thc plane in which they were 
riding crashed near Point Ranow. Alaska, on August 15, 1933 * 
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RICHARD EVELYN BVRD 

Richard Evelyn Byrd foreshadowed his cxtraordinarily bril- 
liant record as an cxplorcr by an unaccompanied irip around 
the world at the age of twclvc. Hc was born in Winchester 
Virgínia, on Octobcr 25, 1888. Aftcr an acadcmic carccr in 
several Virgínia schools, lie was graduated from ilie United 
States Naval Acadcmy in 1912. Due to an injurv to one of his 
fect hc was placcd 011 lhe naval retired list in 191G, but hc 
continued in active Service for several ycars thcrcafter.’ During 
World War I hc commandcd an aviation unit. and aftcr the 
war he served as assistam dircctor of naval aviation and liaison 
officer with Congress, in which capacity hc was largelv respon- 
sible for the crcation of the Bureau of Acronautics in the Navv 
Department. While in England for the purpose of assistir,.- in 
the navigation of the dirigible ZR-2, he narrowlv cscapcd death 
by missrng a trial flight during which an cxplosion oceurred 
that killcd all on board. In 1922 Congress passed a special act 
making Byrd a Iicutenant comniandcr. 

Byrds polar expeditions wcre begun in 1925 when he com- 
manded a naval unit which clid the first regular living in the 
Arctic for survey work. On May 6 of the next year, in the 
monoplane Joscphinc Ford (named for the thrcc-ycar-old 
daughtcr of Edsel Ford), Byrd and Floyd Bcnnctt flew over the 
North Pole in a non-stop flight that covcrcd 1,360 miles and 
took fifteen and a half hours. For this exploit Byrd was pro- 
moted to the rank of commandcr. During his first trip to the 

R?v a of tl< WkT klng f j 0m thc basc uhich he «tablished on the 
Bay Of Whalcs and called Little America, his expedition 
accumulated a vast amount of scientific data and an impressive 
record of discovery. Byrd flew over the South Pole on Novcm- 
ber 29, 1929. By anotlier special act of Congress hc was made 
a rear admirai within a few days of this flight. It was on the 
second Antarcue expedition, which left New York in ,<m, 
that Admirai Byrd almost lost his life while staying alone in 
a Shack at an advanced outpost established to obtain meteor- 
ological records. In 1947, Byrd headcd an expedition to the 
Antarctic for the U. S. Navy. Many new islands and mountain 
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ranges werc discovcred and much prcviously uncharted terri- 
tory was mapped. 

Admirai Byrd has reccived more than twenty citations for 
Services above and bcyond thc call of duty. The honors bc- 
stowcd upon him have bccn legion. In addilion to his achicve- 
ments as naval ofliccr and explorcr, hc is the author of news- 
paper and magazine articlcs, public addresses and five books. 
On January 20, 1915, hc married Mario D. Ames of Boston, 
and they have four childrcn. 


EUGENE ONEILL 

One of América s leading playwrights Eugcne Gladstone 
ONeill first conccivcd thc idea of writing plays during a winter 
passed in a tubereulosis sanatorium. O Neill was bom in New 
York City on Octobcr iG. 1888. Ile reccived some formal edu- 
cation, but his background was cnrichcd by a varicty of 
activitics, including two years at sca and cxpericnce as an actor, 
a newspapcr repórter and a clcrk. 

Publication of a volume of onc-act plays, Thirst, in 1914, 
was followcd by a ycar at Harvard. In 1916 O Neill began to 
write for thc Provincetown Playcrs, who Iatcr produeed ncarly 
all of his carly plays. In 1919 appcarcd Thc Mooti of the 
Caribbccs and Six Óthcr Plays of thc Sca, which served as a 
basis for thc notablc motion picturc Thc Long I oyagc Home. 
Bcyond thc Horizon, produeed in 1920, won for thc dramatist 
his first Pulitizcr prize. For both Anna Christic and Strange 
Intcrludc ONeill also reccived this award, and in 1936 hc 
bccame thc second American to win the Nobel prize for litcra- 
turc. Among his otlicr plays are Thc Empcror Jones, Dcsire 
Undcr thc El ms, Thc Great God Brown, Marco Millions , 
Mourning Bccomcs Elcctra, Ah! Wilderness, and more rcccntly, 
The Iceman Cometh. 


i 
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GLORGE GERSHWIN 


• Mi.kÍcTM IlUJsic, is 

• i- l^ upcin Poroy 
In* u.is born in 

( icrsliwin, .j 

•> of Tin Pau 
I lirouyhout 
in. niany of 
but hc ai 


Gcorgc Gcrshwin. American conipo-cr ,.í 
best known for his l{l:.i;.s..dy in l',U„ .,,,,1 
and Hess. 1 1n- sou of Russian huinigraui- 
Brooklyn, New York, on Scpt.-mlx-r '>8. 

Broadway song ivriter. ch-vaicd j.uy from thc I, ■, 

Aliey to an accrecüted placo in il.o nm-ical uorl, 
nis carecr lic turncd oui popular sumis |,j ,| u . ,j 
.em Bom his scorcs for liii musical cotncdio 

cbmposed serious tvorks of i;ri al ai tóiie imno, . V, "• 7 i'"” 

rlio r™, . 1 " ' K mipoitaiicc, nicludine 

thc Co» y rto /■. llu- Am.., ,m /•„,» suiw. and thc Sccond 

naftsody. 

Gcrdiwins Hm hit song was X. in ... Paul Wliitc- 

Ncw York CStr 'r | CatJci ’ im,udu “d thc Kha,,.,dy i:, /J/a,- i„ 
.f V k N- n F , CJrU;Uy ,2 ’ 'Í |2 1- P °W <»><l "as lirst per- 
fouiied m New \ork m 1935. The beauty and originalitv of thc 
icore wcre immediatcly rccognized. and tho ,«„k has bccn 
frequcmly rcvived smee then. Gershwin di.-d ai d,o age of 30 
m Hollywood, Califórnia, on July 11, i,, ,;. ' ’ 


SINCLAIR LEWIS 

«A-^Kicr,: ssresir^ 

xs ss; sas» ■-—r* 

(m,,T° rar>: Am f C rr Can Commun Ú>, was followcd bv Babbitt 
> •«" 0f h / c in a inid-western city, and 
( 9-5), thc story of a physician, for which hc rcjcctcd thc 
Pubtzcr novel pnze m ,926. In Elmcr Ganiry (, 9 Í 7 ) Lewis 

cÒuntcd , COmmCrdafecd rc| igion. Dodsworth (,"928) re- 
facturer £ American au 'omobiÍe manu- 
ofTíWdt fiappen Herc (1935) depictcd thc danger 
Fascist revolution m thc United States. Among his more 
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recent novels which have attractcd wide audiences are Cass 
Timbcrlane (1945) and Kingsblood Royal (1947). _ 

Lewis was bom on February 7, 1885. His Yale Umversity 
days, which bcgan in 1903, wcrc interspcrscd with editorial and 
reportorial work, two trips abroad, work as a book clerk in a 
New York store, composition of magazine verse and articles 
and a visit to the Panama Canal. 

In 1914 Lewis married Grace Livingston, from whom he 
was divoreed in 1928. The some year he married Dorothy 
Thompson, newspaper columnist, from whom he was divoreed 
in 1942. They have a son, Michael Lewis. 


ERNEST HEMINGWAY 

Erncst Hemingway, 011c of the most influcntial novelists of 
his gcncration, is a native of Oak Park, Illinois, where he wàs 
born in 1898. Most of his boyhood, howcver, was passed in 
Michigan. Hc frcquently accompanied his fathcr, who was a 
doctor, on his rounds and w f as kccnly interested in sports. His 
education was confined to public school attcndancc. IIc lcft 
his job as a repórter on the Kansas City Star to voluntccr in an 
American ambulancc unit in World War I. Later hc was 
scvcrely woundcd on the Italian front and rcceivcd the Croce 
di Guerra. Among Hcmingway’s earlicr novels, The Sun Also 
Rises is notable. Outstandingly popular, as wcll as an artistic 
achicvemcnt, A Farewcll to Arms is a story of the war in Italy. 

Following the Armistice, Hcmingway first reported for the 
Toronto Star and then bccamc foreign corrcspondent for that 
paper. Much of his time since World War I lias bcen passed in 
Europc. His early sojourns in Spain fumished him with back- 
ground and inspiration for Dcath in the Aftcrnoon, while his 
later stay there during the Spanish Civil War provided material 
for For Whom the Bell Tolls t one of his major works. 


FRANKLIN DELAXO ROOSE\ ELT 

Franklin Dclano Rooscvclt, thirty-sccond Presidem cf th.- 

ofThnnf tat I « Can bc tJ dcscribcd as a ‘Ifnocrat in ,he tradition 
of Thomas Jefterson. Ile was born at Hvdc Park. Xeu York cn 

January 3°, ,88 9 Educa,ed at Ilarvard and at Colinnbia I.aw 
■Vhool, he 'vas adm.ttcd to thc bar whcn tucntv-fnc ve ,r- „|d 
1,1 ' 9°5 he married Anna; F.leanor Rooscvelt a di- 
cousm. Mn Rooscvelt, tvho has at all times takcn keen inteict 
m matty °f the eountrys social and cconomic probletm. h,, 
frequently spokcn m public and over tbe radio, and has 
done a considerable amount of newspapcr writin" 

Roosetejt began his political carccr in , 9 , 0 as a deleite «,. 
lhe New Wk State Democratic Convemion. In thc same vear 

iver aVen U h r r r,Sm ? V ‘ C '° ry “ thc Statc Sc " a <°rial elecion. 
over a Repubhcan ,n a normally Republican district. In ir,,, 

tíon ofpíesM S Tw-, et3ry ° f ‘ hc NaVy ’ in thc a< hni n istra- 
out \VorM \v Ta T rt 0n ’ m ' VhÍCh CapaCÍty he smcd through- 
for thc vL n i' S Ç arty Ch05C lum 1,1 1 9 20 a5 its nomincc 
when he t P , enCy ' m ' 92 ‘ hÍS CarCCr sccmed a ‘ end 
W he J " Uh lnfamilc P ara| ysis, but three vears 

iater hc returned to political activity. 

In 1928 he was electcd Governor of New York althoueh the 

sZZ unir, t" Party ’ 0St ,hC S ‘ atC - As thc exe cutive of his 
ceeded ín d ° Ut a S0cial P r0 8 ram *hat far ex- 

statc PC an5 ’ ‘ at had cvcr bcforc bccn Prescntcd to thc 

R In J 5 , 2 ’ ln tbe n,ldst of the national business "depression ” 

D n r C irCon m,natCd f< V hc p ™ d ™y by «* Nad™. 
uemocratic L>onvention at Chieacm T„ í . 

íollowed, he challenged the a^-fÍ 

McwD°'' rV h C °m try ’ S ec0n0mic s >'«em and proposcd 
fÒ lowed a nor f C f0rgOUCn man ” After his election he 
f ti y economie reform bascd on the principie 
oi swelltng thc national purchasing power bv direct and 

.nCS’’ tí ~ s .i::r 

to opnose V" thC ÍOrcfront ol tbe movrn.cnt 

PPOse fascist aggresston by thc concerted action of all the 
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dcmocracics. As carly as 1937 he had urgcd the International 
“quarantining of the aggrcssor.” It was in grcat part a recogni- 
tion of his leadership in foreign affairs when hc was re-elected 
Presidcnt in 1940—the first Prcsidcnt to bc elcctcd to a third 
term. 

In the surnmer of 1941, in an unhcraldcd mccting off the 
coast of Newfoundland, Prcsidcnt Rooscvelt and Prime Minis- 
ter Winston Churchill togcther offercd tlic Atlantic Charter as 
a program for International conciliation. 

Aftcr the Japancsc attack on Pcarl Harbor and the entry of 
the United States into World War II in Dcccmber, 1941, Pres- 
ident Rooscvelt guided the military and civilian activities of 
the United States, and playcd a major part in the joint lcader- 
sliip of the Allics. As the war progressed hc took part in many 
major intcrnational confcrenccs at which key military and 
political plans wcrc evolved and dccisions made. Rcturning 
from the confcrencc at Yalta in Southern Rússia in February* 
H145, Prcsidcnt Rooscvelt, who had becn elccted for a fourth 
term in November, 1944, was in noticeably poor health; and 
hc succumbcd to a sudden cerebral hcmorrhagc on April 12, 
1945 - 


WINSTON CHURCHILL 

Prime Ministcr of Grcat Britain during most of the Second 
World War, Winston Leonard Spencer Churchill assumed 
office at a time when the cm pire faced the gravest situation 
in its history. That was in May, 1940, about a month beforc 
Francc, England's only ally on the Europcan continent, col- 
lapscd beforc the seemingly invincible Gcrman war machinc; 
about a month before the English forces barcly survived the 
tcrrible disaster at Dunkcrque. The sham complaccncy of his 
predecessor was discarded and Churchill told the British people 
that hc could promise them only “blood, swcat and tears” in 
the strugglc immediately facing them. 

Churchill was born on November 30, 1874, the son of Lord 


KmA ChUrCh T and 'e former J c,mic J'~>nc. a beautiful, 
lant American heircss. Graduating fron. Sandhurst. Enclidt 
mihtary acadcmy, l.e entercd lho army in 184-,, serving «i t |, 
disttnction soon aftcnvards in índia and in the Sudan IIc 
was a newspapcr correspondem during the Boer War and «as 
aken pnsoncr but latcr cscaped. A facile and proliho «ri.er 
lie urote sevcrai books 011 his advcnturcs during thcse years’ 
His pohucal carcer bcgan «ith his election in i,,no as 
Membcr o Parhamcnt. IIc ivas the, a Conscrvative. b„t' si\ 
y rs latcr he agam «as elected. this time as .1 Liberal. Bctwecn 
? a " J ‘? ,r > lle " ;,s ;1 membcr of the cabinet. As First Lord 
,nV h ,h R mira , h v í,nn ’ ,1C pla > ctl a S-cat P-irt in orçanir- 

Fir/w ^?r! imn rfa(linc '' f m the demands of the 

First World War. Af.er a deíeat sustaincd bv the naval force" 

m their atlempt to stonn the Dardanellcs, for «l.ich he «as 
held rcspons.ble, i-.hurchill lust his post. I, «as then that he 

He nas ed Pa,ntM,!í “ * rc,axa « to " “ a "onderfn. ne«- «orld ” 
He passed some time «ith the army in Francc and then 

7S2Z MnnW “ ** 

Three years after the end of the «-ar, having been defeatcd 
. m an election, he went into bricf rclircment during «hich hc 
wrote most of h.s book on The World Crisis. In 192. he açain 
won a seat ln Parbament, as a Conservaiivc, and soon «as in 

ÍtheH ° nC f C r m0re “ Chanccll °r of the Exchequcr. Latcr, 
House of Commons, and in the councils of h s partv hc 

r H ‘, “ po “ - md ata.i™ „P„„ ± 

KawK* f o s .* - 

darkest hour. ° l ' S ‘ ' S C0UIHr >’ ,llruu « l > “ s 

Churchill continucd in ofíice unríl \fn- »« . - 1 
ceeded by Cement AtUee, thc leadcr of & 

attend ^ M *°° k P ' acc " hik ' Churchill was 

S aiin "V, C H° r CC " lth P,csident Trum an and Marshal 
S nce t ™ ,"’’ Gcrm . an >j so °» «he Gcrman surrender. 

? Xment “ lcader ° f P-‘> m 
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JOSEPH STALIN 

Stalin (thc namc means stccl) is thc Chairman of the Council 
of Peoplc's Commissars in Rússia. His actual narne is Joseph 
Dzugashvili. Stalin was born in Dccember, 1879, in the Russian 
provincc of Georcia. His father wanted him to be a cobbler, 
but hc took up theolocy. His carccr as a theological studcnt 
ended when a volume of Karl Marx was found in his room. 
In 1900 hc became a member of thc Social Democratic Party. 
Bctwccn that time and 1017 Stalin worked in the inner party 
councils. He was arrcsted si\ times and escaped five. The last 
time, in 1013. hc was sem to Sibéria, wherc he remained until 
the fali of thc czarist regime. 

Stalin had proved himsclf willing to do anything for thc 
party and he possessed a thorough knowledge of the workcrs 
in Rússia. He was entirely in sympathy with the leader of the 
movement, Nikolai Lemn, and was in close contact with him 
after 1917. For four years he served as Commissar of Nation¬ 
al ities, and then he became thc party secrctary. Lenin was wary 
of thc feud which had broken out bctween Stalin and anothcr 
political leader, Leon Trotsky, and warned his associates of 
its danger. Soon after Lenin s death Stalin offered to resign 
as sccrctary but was rc-elcctcd. He was successful in over- 
coming subsequent opposition, and in 1929 Trotsky was ex- 
pelled from the country. 

By this time the first Five-Vear Plan, a plan for industrial 
expansion and economic stabilization, was in progress. This was 
followed by a second Five-Vear Plan, and cventually Russia’s 
prestige abroad increased. She became a member of the 
League of Nations and was rccognized by the United States. 

When Rússia was attacked by Germany in June, 1941, Stalin 
dirccted the Red Army‘s brilliant defensive and offensive cam- 
paigns against the Gcrman invaders, which played such an 
importam part in the Allied victory. After the war Rússia ex- 
tended its influence to neighboring countries, forming what 
carne to be known as thc Eastern bloe during the ensuing series 
of complex negotiations with the Western powers. 


CHIANG KAI-SHEK 

Generalíssimo Chiang Kai-shck, presidem of ,hc Chinese 
Repubhc and commandci -in-chicf of all its armed forces 

issTlf 1 , 7 f a 7 a ' t in Japa "- Hc was o» october 3I ; 
18 87 After bis fathers death rclativcs sem him 10 a n.ilit Vry 

S . Ch ?. 01 - At cjghtccn he «cm to Japan to comimie his milita™ 
stud.es. When the Oc.ober revolution of , ]msan S 
was m Japan, an officcr of the Japanese army. ile «em to 
Tokyo, bought cv.l.an clothing, oluded ,l le police and escaped 
to China. Withtn a month he «as leading a bund of revolution 
.sts against the Manchu stçpnghold of Ilangchow. Chiang be- 
came one of the chicf .oíliccrs of Dr. Sun Vat-scn Cldnas 
rcvolutionary leader. Aftcr Dr. Sun s death in inJ cíunna 
gamed m iníluencc. A visi, ,0 Moscow in behalf of Drísun had 
led to his acquamtance «ith Dr. Vassily Bluccher The t«o 
men planncd and executed the northem march of .026 « hich 
tied together the north and South of China for the f.rst time 
m fifteen ycars By 1927 Chiang had established a nationai 
government m Nanking. More campaigns followcd, extending 
bis power to Pcking. 

and n tlírt 8 ChÍa T beC u me prcsidcnt of the Chinese Rcpublic, 
armed f ^ he W3S made commander-in-chief of all 

oi the K mCC ,9 o 7 hC haS bccn the acknowledged leader 
c v. u„n UOmintanS ' Ch,na ' S Na ‘ionalist Party. Revolts and 
impede Chif contlnuousl y "> the next fc,v years to 

dcdared^íarvfith Japan bc 3 '"f* ^ Thc un ' 

expected that China would falí ápárt 3 gCnC ' als had 

and brutality had the opposite Xe ’ F rd 0pprCS510n 
forgotten, and China PM “ ■ 'T* WCrC 

li 3 China ft b r Br!taÍn Tu th n UnitCd StaVcs^mcrcd World Wm 

U, China becarne a full ally in the struggle against the Axis 

Cart! ?’d Ita,y n nd ^ «£ surrínder ô 

mc P mXf K rX 0 r' 0 t ^ bClWeCn thc Chi — Govern- 
a Jcfa í rr Commumst groups broke out once more, 

ment shoM ^ ard presscd t0 main,ain the Rover,o 

ment s iiold over large arcas. 



Generalíssimo Chiang Kai-shek’s wife, the former Mayling 
Soong, was educated in America at Wellesley College, and her 
knowledgc of Western ways has been of great hclp to her hus- 
band, who has travclcd littlc outside his country. She has been 
a guiding influencc on the thoughts and dccisions of the gener¬ 
alíssimo Madame Chiang, who is known affectionately as 
“missimo,” is a member of one of Chma’s chicf farmhes, the 
Soongs. One of her sisters is Madame Sun Yat-sen, who was the 
second wife of the founder of China’s republic. 


WENDELL L. WILLKIE 

Wendell Lcwis Willkies name is associatcd with the concept 
of “One World,” to the furthering of which hc devoted his 
best energy during the last fcw years of his life. Corning mto 
national prominencc as the Republican Party s 1940 Presiden- 
tial candidate, Willkic had been Utilities exccutivc and at- 
torney, as wcll as a gcntlcman farmer. Although he failed to 
win his racc against Presidem Frankhn D. Rooscvclt, he kept 
his ideas before the public and continued to discuss the most 
importam present-day issues. 

Willkic was born at Elwood, Indiana, on Fcbruary 8, 1892. 
He was edusated in the Elwood public schools and was gradu- 
ated from the University of Indiana in 1913. He had acquiicd 
at an early age a taste for literaturc, drama, and the law, and 
formed a habit of reading three or four books a weck. Upon his 
rcturn from World War I as a captain, he began the practice 
of law in his home town. 

Willkic went to New York in 1929 to bccomc associatc 
counscl for the Commonwealth and Southern Corporation, a 
large utility concern, and four years latcr bccame its president. 
His most notable achievement during this period was his fight 
against the Tennessee Valley Authority, the government power 
developmcnt. Aftcr a long battle in the courts, he compelled 
the T.V.A. and associatcd enterprises to pay $78,600,000 for 
the properties of the Tennessee Electric Company, $23,000,000 
more than the original offcr. It was during this six-year con- 


tioversy that Willkie abandoncd liis long association with the 
Democralic Party. 

Rcgistcring with thc Republicai, Party in 1939. AN illkic was 
nrst mentioned late that year as one who would makc an 
exceli ent candidate for president. A gioup of his admirers rc- 
sponding to his expression of strong liberal convictimis started 
a Willkie campaign, thc succcss of which, cuhniiiating in his 
nommation on thc sixtli ballot at thc Philadclphin National 
Lonvention, was a dramatic chapter in American political his- 
tory. At thc end of a hard-fouglu campaign. Willkie lost. but 
23,000,000 Amcricans voted foi him. 

Rccognizing Willkie as an unoflicial representative of thc 
American pcoplc, Presidem Rooscvclt assigned various special 
misstons to him shortly beforc and during our partiripation in 
the war. Thus, carly in 194, Willkie flcu to England in behalf 
of lend-Icasc war aid to Britain. In September. to,;, becauso 
of his expandmg mterest in intcrnational alTairs, hc requested 
and was able to makc arrangements for a trip u hich took him 
to Egypt, Turkey, Palestino, Iraq. Iran, Rússia and China. Hc 
met the lcadcrs of thosc countrics, visited battlefronts, and 
gained a ncw sense of thc intcr-dcpcndcnec of all nations. 
Rctummg home in October, he made a "report to the Ameri- 
can peoplc ’ by radio, later cnlarging this into his book Ou, 
World. 

Stricken suddenly by an acutc illncss, Willkie died on Octo¬ 
ber 8, 1944, at the age of 52. 


DOUGLAS MacARTHUR 

In March of 1942 General Douglas MacArthnr relinquished 
his post on the vahantly defended Bataan península in thc 
Philippme Islands to make a dramatic 2,000-mile trip by plane 
submanne and motor torpedo boat to Austrália where he be- 
came the supreme commander of the land, sea and air forces 
of the United Nations in thc Southwest Pacific during World 
war li. He was accompamcd on this historical trip by his wife 
and his young son Arthur. 


MacArthur was born at Little Rock, Arkansas, on January 
26, 1880, and began his military career in the United States 
Military Academy at West Point, New York, from which he| 
was gradua ted with highest honors in 1903. His first Service, 
a member of the enginccrs corps, was in the Philippine Islands, 
where ycars later he was to lcad one of the most dramatie 
defenses in military history. 

MacArthur participated in an expedition to México in 1914, 
and whcn the United States entered World War I, he was chief 
of the ccnsorship division of the War Department. He was 
promoted to the rank of coloncl in August of 1917. As chief of 
stafT of the Rainbow Division he went to France in October of 
that ycar. In February of 1918 he rcccivcd a citation for 
gallantry from the commander of the French 7th Army, and 
the next June he bccame a brigadicr general, Icading actions 
north of Vcrdun, in the Mcusc-Argonne offensivc, and in the 
advance on Scdan, later taking his division to the Rhine as part 
of the army of occupation. 

In June of 1919 he became superintendent of the Military 
Academy at West Point, the youngcst ofíicer ever to be so 
honored. In 1922, he was assigned to command the Manila 
district. In 1930 hc was made Chief of StafT of the United 
States Army. Lcavc was granted to him in 1935 to hclp the 
Philippine Commonwcalth prepare its national defenses. He 
was retircd in 1937, at his own request, but was rccalled in 
1941, appointcd commanding general of all United States 
troops in the Far East and promoted to the rank of lieutenant 
general. He becamc a full general in Dccember of 1941. 

After the surrender of Japan in August, 1945, MacArthur 
was placed in charge of the occupation of Japan, and his 
policies largely directed the post-war Japancse govemment. 


DWIGHT D. EISENHOWER 

Dwight David Eisenhower was made a full general of the 
United States Army on February 11, 1943, being raised from 
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the rank of lieutcnant general, and on the same d.iy lie u.i- 
appointed supremo commander of Allicd operations in \orih 
Afnca (from the Atlantic to Egypt) for World War II. In 
1044 he bccame supreme Allicd commander for the invasion 
of \\ estern Europc. 

Eisenhower « as bom at Denison, Texas, in 1891, but grew up 
in Kansas and conriders himself a Kansan. He «as graduated 
from the United States Military Acadcrny at West Poim. New 
lork, m 1913, in the upper third of his class and «as assigned 
to the 19th Infantry at San Antonio, Texas. During World W.u 
I, he «as placed in charge of tank training at Camp Colt. 
Pennsylvania. Thcre he bccame a lieutenant coloncl at the age 
of twenty-cight, with 6.000 men under his command, and at the 
end of the «ar he received the Distinguished Service MedaJ for 
his outstanding «ork «ith the tank corps. 

Next, Eisenhower was chief of staff to General Douglas Mac- 
Arthur 111 W ashington in the early 1930'$, and helped centralize 
control of military air powcr. SeveraI years later he «as a 
special aide to MacArthur in the Philippincs, where he had a 
part in formulating the defensive strategy which «as used 
against the Japanese drive on Corrcgidor and Bataan. During 
army mancuvers in Louisiana in the fali of 1941, Eisenhower 
was chief of staff of General Walter Kruegeris 3d Army, and he 
helped direct the tactical operations of 220,000 men. When the 
mancuvers ended, Eisenhower was a brigadier general. 

Fn - e days after Pcarl Harbor, Eisenhower was summoned to 
Washington as chief of the War Operations Division. It was 
his task to determine where American forces should be allotted, 

", 1 t | hcy sll0u)d defend and where attack, and when thcy 

should be sem into action. During his six months in the War 
Department Eisenhower was sccond only to General George C 
Marshall the Chief of Staff. I n June of 1942 Marshall ap- 
pointed Eisenhower as commander of United States Forces, 
huropean Theater of Operations, including ground, air and 
naval branches. As Allicd commander-in-chief of the North 
Afncan and Mediterranean arcas, he conducted the great and 
successful campaigns of the Allicd forces in Tunisia and Sicily, 
carrymg them to Italy; and then as commander of Allicd forces 
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m Western Europe, planned and executed the landings in 
Normandy, the liberation of France, and the invasion of 
Germany, thus forcing the German surrender. 

After the war General Eisenhowcr was named Chief of Staff 
of the U. S. Army, succeeding General Marshall. In 1948 he 
retired and was choscn president of Columbia University. 


GEORGE C. MARSHALL 

Gcorge Catlctt Marshall, Chief of StafT of the United States 
Army during the Sccond World War, followcd his long military 
scrvicc by his peacctimc civilian role as Secrctary of State in 
tlic Truman administration, Marshall was bom in Uniontown, 
Pa., on Dcccmbcr 31, 1880. He attended Virginia Military 
Institute, and in 1901 hc was coinmissioned a second lieutenant 
in the Army. At the time of America’s entrance into the First 
World War hc hcld the rank of captain, serving in France with 
the First Infantry Division. In the coursc of the war hc became 
Chief of Opcrations on General Pershing’s staff. 

Following the close of the war, hc devoted himself to his 
profcssional duties as an officcr in the Army. After a tour of 
duty in Ticntsin, China, he returned to the United States In 
1938, and was named Chief of Staff by President Roosevelt. 
During the Second World War his responsibilities included the 
formulation of over-all strategy for the United States armed 
forces, and, as a member of the Allied joint board of opera- 
tions, for Allied opcrations as a wholc. 

Soon after the close of the war he retired from the Army 
and, at the urging of President Truman, acccpted appointment 
as spccial envoy to China to attcmpt a rcconciliation between 
the warring Chincse Nationalists and Communists. 

In 1947, Marshall was made Secrctary of State, and won 
carly approval of a program for Europcan rccovcry which 
became known as the “Marshall Plan.” Fie took an active 
pcrsonal part in a large number of major intcrnational con- 
fcrcnccs and mcctings of the United Nations. 
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THOMAS E. DEWEY 


Thomas Edmund Dcucy. Republican candidate foi thc 
Presidency in 1948, first becanic .1 promincnt figure m 1.195 míd 
1936 wlien, as a spccial district attorncy in New York City. hc 
conducted a series of vigorous. tlr.un.iiic eaitip.iiem against 
racketcers and gangslers. 

Bom on March 24. 1902, in (W«i. Micliig.in. lie .metided 
the University of Michig.in. liile .1 sttidciit .tt thc university 
he uon a State singing contcsi and l.iter imit 1.. \Yu York to 
study voice. At thc same time. houcver, he enrolled in thc luu 
school of Columbia University. Choosing bcluccn these two 
careers, he devoted himsclf to latv. In 1928 Dcucy inarricd 
Francês Eilecn Hutt of Sapulpa. Oklahonin, and they have 
two sons. 

Following his succcss as spccial proscctitor. Dcucy was 
electcd district attomcy in New York City. In i, M 2 hc bécanie 
the first Rcpublican governor of New York State i„ twcnty 
years. Almost imrncdiately hc was mentioned as .1 p,,s s iblc 
Republican candidate for the Presidency, and in 1944 hc was 
nominated as his party s standard-bearer. C.tmpaigning in the 
midst of a global war, Dcu cy bascd his appcal primarilv on his 
administrative record as governor of New York. Mc iost the 
election to Roosevclt by 3,596,000 \'otcs. 

Continuing in office as governor, Dcuev uas again named 
Republican candidate for thc Presidency in 1918. bcco.ning 
t e 11 st Republican to have bcen re-nominated for Presidem • 
after a previous defeat. But once more he uas defeated. 

harry s. truman 

Ilarry- s . Truman bccame thc thirty-third Presidem of the 
Umted States on April ta, 1945, being elevated from thc Vice 
Presidency by the death of Franklin D. Roosevclt, who had 
complcted only a leu- months of his fourth term in olfiec 
Truman was immediately faced with the task of bringing the 
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Second World War to a successful conclusion. Simultaneously 
with attention to military problems, he put his full support 
behind the plans for holding an intemational confercnce 
dcsigned to establish an organization for permanent peace, and 
he addresscd the opening session of the conference in San 
Francisco a few weeks aftcr assuming ofhce. It was at this 
conference that the United Nations was brought imo being. 

Truman was born on a farm ncar Lamar, Mo., on May 8, 
1884. Following his graduation from high school in Inde- 
pendencc. Mo., he hcld various positions locally and in Kansas 
Citv, and during the First \\ orld \\ ar, he served in France with 
the artillery, rising to the rank of major. On his rctum to 
civilian life he opened a haberdashery store in Kansas City. 
In 1919, he marricd Bess Wallace, of Independencc, Mo. Their 
daughter Margarct is their only child. Truman attended the 
Kansas City Law School from 1923 to 1925. Between 1924 and 

1934 he was a judge in the Jackson County Court in Missouri. 
During this time he began to take an active part in polities. In 

1935 he was elected United States Scnator from Missouri. He 
first carne into national promincncc as the chairman of a 
Scnate committee which investigated war produetion. He was 
nominated as RooscvelFs running mate at the 1944 Democratic 
convention in Chicago. 

As Presidem, following the conclusion of the war, Trumams 
forcign policy tock the forni of support of nations which were 
sympathetic to the ideais of Western democracy and of contain- 
ing the spread of Communist influence. This program carne to 
be known as the “Truman Doctrinc.” This forcign policy had 
the approval of both the Democratic and Republican factions 
in Congress. In domestic policies, however, the Republicans 
opposcd most of the measures which he advocated, and within 
his own party there were diverging groups which opposed him 
on spccific issues. 

Truman was nominated for a new term in the Prcsidcncy, 
at the Democratic convention in Philadelphia in July, 1948. 
11c conducted a vigorous campaign throughout the country 
and was elected, thus being choscn Presidcnt in his own right. 
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